
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Why did Jesus choose to become a baby born of a mother and father and to spend all but His last 
years living in an ordinary human family? In part, to reveal God’s plan to make all people live as one 
“holy family” in His Church (see 2 Corinthians 6:16–18).

In the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, God reveals our true home. We’re to live as His 
children, “chosen ones, holy and beloved,” as the First Reading puts it.

The family advice we hear in today’s readings—for mothers, fathers and children—is all solid and 
practical. Happy homes are the fruit of our faithfulness to the Lord, we sing in today’s Psalm. But the 
Liturgy is inviting us to see more, to see how, through our family obligations and relationships, our 
families become heralds of the family of God that He wants to create on earth.

Jesus shows us this in today’s Gospel. His obedience to His earthly parents flows directly from His 
obedience to the will of His heavenly Father. Joseph and Mary aren’t identified by name, but three 
times are called His “parents” and are referred to separately as His “mother” and “father.” The 
emphasis is all on their familial ties to Jesus. But these ties are emphasised only so that Jesus, in the 
first words He speaks in Luke’s Gospel, can point us beyond that earthly relationship to the 
Fatherhood of God.

In what Jesus calls “My Father’s house,” every family finds its true meaning and purpose (see 
Ephesians 3:15). The Temple we read about in the Gospel today is God’s house, His dwelling (see 
Luke 19:46). But it’s also an image of the family of God, the Church (see Ephesians 2:19–22; 
Hebrews 3:3–6; 10:21).

In our families we’re to build up this household, this family, this living temple of God. Until He reveals 
His new dwelling among us, and says of every person: “I shall be his God and he will be My son” (see 
Revelation 21:3, 7). 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Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Pauline O’Hara, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, 
Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Eunice 
Costa, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Watkins, Bonnie Breen, Maurita Carlisle, Jeff Martin, 
Naomi McSweeney, Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker, Helen Keighery, Alison Fraser

2019 COLUMBAN 
CALENDARS 
2019 DAILY 
MISSALS 

 
We still have 

calendars and daily 
missals for sale. You 
can order after Mass.

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 
MOTHER OF GOD  

 
On Tuesday (New Years’s 

Day) we celebrate the 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother 
of God. There will be Mass 

at 8am and 12pm 

SUNDAY EVENING 
MASS

 
There has been some 
recent requests for a 

Sunday evening Mass in 
the parish. Please let Fr 

Dean know your thoughts 
about that.

Thank you to everyone who 
helped to make the Christmas 
Masses, especially those who 

sang in the choir.  
it was wonderful to see so 

many people attend all three 
Masses, especially the 

Midnight Mass 
(the first in a long time) 



SAINT OF THE WEEK  
 
Mary Mother of God 
1st January  
 
The title “Mother of God” goes 
back to the third or fourth 
century, but the Greek term 
Theotokos (“The God-bearer”) 
was officially consecrated as 
Catholic doctrine at the Council 
of Ephesus in 431, thus 
becoming the first Marian 
dogma. 
In its chapter on Mary’s role in 
the Church, Vatican II’s 
Dogmatic Constitution “Lumen 
Gentium” (“Light of the People”) 
calls Mary “Mother of God” 12 
times.

On this day the Catholic Church 
also celebrates the World Day of 
Peace, a tradition established by 
Pope Paul VI and confirmed by 
Pope John Paul II.


