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STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘We are merely servants: we 
have done no more than 

our duty’ (Lk 17:10)

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Life by Faith

Because of his faith, the just man shall live. We hear in today’s First Reading the original prophetic line 
made so central by St. Paul (see Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38).

We are to live by faith in Christ who loved us and gave Himself on the Cross for us (see Galatians 
2:20).

The world, though, can seem to us as seventh-century Judah seemed to Habakkuk—in the control of 
God’s enemies. The strife and discord we face in our own lives can sometimes cause us to wonder, as 
the prophet does, why God doesn’t seem to hear or intervene when we cry for help.

We can’t let our hearts be hardened by the trials we undergo. As today’s Psalm reminds us: Israel 
forgot His mighty works, lost faith in the sound words of His promise. They tested God in the desert, 
demanding a sign.

But God didn’t redeem Israel from Egypt only to let them die in the desert. And He didn’t ransom us 
from futility only to abandon us in our trials. He is our God and we are the people He shepherds 
always—though at times His mercy and justice seem long delayed.

If we call on the Lord, as the Apostles do in today’s Gospel, He will increase our faith, will stir to a 
flame the Holy Spirit who has dwelt within us since Baptism.

As Paul tells us in today’s Epistle, the Lord will always give us the love and self-control we need to 
bear our share of hardship for the Gospel—with a strength that can come from God alone.

Our task is to continue doing what He has commanded—to love and to build up His kingdom—
trusting that His vision still presses on to its fulfilment.

For His vision still has its time. One day, though we are but “unprofitable servants,” we will be invited 
to eat and drink at our Master’s table. It is that day we anticipate with each celebration of the 
Eucharist.

Scott Hahn

COMING UP

Bible Study  
Fri 10th Oct, 

3:30pm

Mass for 
Young Adults 
Wed 13th Nov, 

7pm

Concert 
Sun 17th Nov, 

2:30pm

Spring Ball  
Sat 23rd Nov, 

7pm

Confirmation 
Sun 24th Nov, 

10am



CATECHISM CORNER

“They Will Be Done on Earth as It is in Heaven” (n. 2825) 

"Although he was a Son, [Jesus] learned obedience through 
what he suffered." How much more reason have we sinful 
creatures to learn obedience — we who in him have become 
children of adoption. We ask our Father to unite our will to 
his Son's, in order to fulfil his will, his plan of salvation for the 
life of the world. We are radically incapable of this, but united 
with Jesus and with the power of his Holy Spirit, we can 
surrender our will to him and decide to choose what his Son 
has always chosen: to do what is pleasing to the Father. In 
committing ourselves to [Christ], we can become one spirit 
with him, and thereby accomplish his will, in such wise that it 

BIBLE STUDIES GROUP  
Friday’s 3:30pm in the hall. We will be 
going through the Gospel of John. All 
materials, including readings, will be 

provided.

‘Listen and attend with the 
ear of your heart’

- St Benedict

YMG National Conference
12th Oct, at Caroline Springs VIC

The Young Men of God group is 
holding a one-day conference   for 
men to learn more about and ignite 
their faith. Guest keynote speaker 
will be Tim Staples from Catholic 
Answers. Register here: https://
www.trybooking.com/book/event?
eid=532596&

Saturday 12th October, 1pm
Treasury Garden, East Melbourne



FEAST OF THE WEEK 

St Pope John XXIII - 11th October  
Pope John XXIII was head of the Church from 1958 to his death in 1963. He was 
the fourth of fourteen children born to poor parents who made their living by 
sharecropping. During World War II, he made various efforts to save refugees, 
mostly Jews, from Nazi extermination. He later made history by being the first 
pope to be honoured as the Time Magazine Man of the Year for his extended 
efforts for peace during the Cold War. He is best known for convening the 
Second Vatican Council, though he died before it was finished. The Council made 
changes that reshaped the face of Catholicism: a comprehensively revised liturgy, 
a stronger emphasis on ecumenism, and a new approach to the modern world. 
John XXIII today is affectionately known as the ‘Good Pope’, or in Italian, ‘il Papa 
buono’.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

The Confirmation Mass will take place on  
Sunday 24th November, 10am.

For more information about preparation dates for the 
Sacrament, please email the parish  

stspeterandpauls@gmail.com

A Night At The Emerald

Emerald Hotel, Wednesday 23rd October 7pm. 

Sign up sheet on table at the back of the church.  
Bookings are required. 

 
Dr Sr Mary Glowrey JMJ (1887-1957) was a Victorian 
born and educated doctor (having studied at South 
Melbourne College and the University of Melbourne). 
She spent over half her life in India, where she became a 
religious Sister, and was the first Doctor-Sister in the 
world. The Catholic Church declared Mary Glowrey a 
Servant of God in 2013. The presentation will be given 
by Mary, a staff member from the Mary Glowrey 
Museum (www.maryglowreymuseum.info).

http://www.maryglowreymuseum.info/
http://www.maryglowreymuseum.info/


Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Celestina Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser,  Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard Lodge, Miles Bunteski, Lachlan Fahy.

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon:  Within your will, O Lord, all things are 
established, and there is none that can resist your will.  
For you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, 
and all that is held within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

1st Reading – Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4 
The Prophet Habakkuk respectfully complains to God about what 
appears like an arbitrary mission of good and bad. God’s response is 
that the faithful of Israel must be patient and exercise faithfulness and 
will be saved in the end.

Responsorial Psalm 
If today you hear His voice, harden not your hearts. 

Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail the rock who saves us.  Let us 
come before Him, giving thanks with songs – let us hail the Lord.

Come in; let us bow and bend low; let us kneel before the God who 
made us for He is our God and we the people who belong to His 
pasture, the flock that is led by His hand.

O that today you would listen to His voice ‘Harden not your hearts as 
at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert when your fathers 
put me to the test; when they tried me, though they saw my work.

If today you hear His voice, harden not your hearts. 

2nd Reading – 2 Timothy 1:6-8. 13-14 
St. Paul encourages his favourite disciple Timothy, to live up to the 
demands of his priestly office through the laying of hands. He assures 
him that he can overcome his timidity and rely on the spirit in his 
preaching of the Good News.

Alleluia, alleluia,  The Word of the Lord stands forever. It is the Word 
given to you, the Good News.    Alleluia!

Gospel – Luke 17: 5-10 
Jesus teaches the apostles that faith is less a matter of quantity than of 
quality. He impresses on them the need to complete dedication in 
their work for God. Even faith as small as a mustard seed can produce 
the fruits Christ expects.

Next week’s readings: 1st  2 Kings 5:14-17 
                                    2nd  Timothy 2:8-13 
   Gospel  Luke 17:11-19

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his bishops, 
priests and religious that they may be 
people of faith so that they may lead and 
guide the people in the ways of God 

Lord, we pray for all whose lives have been 
scarred by the violence of others, that men 
and women of vision will touch their lives 
with love and give them reason to live again.

Lord, we pray for the young, that they will 
have the courage to face the world as it 
really is, while never losing faith in what men 
and women can be.

Lord, we pray for those who serve in public 
office, that they may never accept as normal 
the violence of poverty and discrimination.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently Bob Nance and 
those whose anniversaries occur about this 
time Shirley Scott, Bill Cody, Carmel Bourke, 
Sr. Veronica Reid, Damien Grafen, Carmel 
Kruse, Brodie McGovern, William Wilson, 
Robin Ardill.

Collections: Sept 28/29, 2019 

1st Collection: $1163
2nd Collection: $765 

Online per week (Aug): $340 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 05
Sun 06
Sat 12 
Sun 13

READERS
Janet

 Rick & Olwen
Adrien

Geraldine&Carmel

E.M.E 

   Teresa & Carmel

  Carmel & Doris 

HOSPITALITY 

Bill & Carol
      

Frank & Mavis 

FLOWERS
Ann & Priska

Geraldine & Sue


