
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Fri: 8am  .  Saturday: 10am  

Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

 

PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  
FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  

Emerald Hill Mission: 0409 417 412  
 

Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

3 February, 2019

WHAT’S ON

Holy Hour
Wed 6 Feb,

6:30pm

Men’s Breakfast 
Sat 16 Feb,
10:30am

Play Reading
Monday 18 Feb, 

1pm

Starting again 
soon ….

Craft Club  
 

Mass for Young 
Adults

Playgroup

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘I tell you solemnly, 
no prophet is ever 

accepted in his own 
country’ (Lk 4:24). 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C 

A major theme of the Readings this weekend is prophecy. Jeremiah in the first Reading is 
given great courage to fulfil his calling to share God’s Word amidst great opposition. He is  
often referred to as the “weeping prophet” due to the struggles and suffering he faced. In 
the Gospel we hear a continuation from last week’s passage as Jesus is not accepted “in 
his own country”.  Prophets and prophecy play a crucial role in the history and life of the 
Church. When we speak of prophets we are not speaking of predicting future events, but 
the call each and everyone of us has to share God’s love and stand up for the Truth. 
 
This call we all have as Baptised Christians to be prophets will often find opposition, and 
this should not shock us, should not shake our faith. If Jesus Himself was not accepted, 
even by those who knew Him well, we should not be surprised if, when trying to live out 
and defend our faith it is rejected.  
 
Through the centuries and even today many have given their lives to defend the faith. The 
story of Asia Bibi who had been on death row for blasphemy in Pakistan for the past 
eight years (but was recently acquitted) shows clearly that defending the faith in some 
parts of the world takes extraordinary courage.

Let us pray that we may have the courage to share the our faith boldly, but with humility. 
And let us not be discouraged when Jesus’ message is not accepted. When we are 
tempted to be discouraged, in any situation, let us remember the words of spoken to 
Jeremiah: “They will fight against you but shall not overcome you, for I am with you to 
deliver you.”

One last note - This Friday, on the feast of St. Josephine Bakhita (see ‘Saint of the Week’) 
the Pope has declared International Day of Prayer, Reflection and Action against Human 
Trafficking, a day to pray and seek ways to end modern day slavery around the world.



GOSPEL REFLECTION
God’s words in today’s First Reading point us beyond 
Jeremiah to Jesus. Like Jeremiah, Jesus was consecrated in 
the womb and sent as a “prophet to the nations” (see 
Luke 1:31–33).

Like the prophets before Him, Jesus too faces hostility. In 
today’s Gospel, the crowd in His hometown synagogue 
quickly turns on Him, apparently demanding a sign, some 
proof of divine origins—that He’s more than just “the son 
of Joseph.”

The sign He gives them is that of the prophets Elijah and 
Elisha. From their colourful careers Jesus draws two 
stories. In each, the prophets bypass “many . . . in Israel” to 
bestow God’s blessings on non-Israelites who had faith 
that the prophets were men of God (see 1 Kings 17:1–16; 
2 Kings 5:1–14). “None . . . not one” in Israel was found 
deserving, Jesus emphasises.

His point isn’t lost on His audience. They know He’s 
likening them to the “many . . . in Israel” in the days of the 
prophets. That’s why they try to shove Him off the cliff. As 
He promised to protect Jeremiah, the Lord delivers Jesus 
from those who would crush Him.

And as were Elijah and Elisha, Jesus is sent to proclaim 
God’s gift of salvation—not exclusively to one nation or 
people, but to all who realise in faith that from the womb 
God alone is their hope, their rescuer, their “rock of 
refuge,” as we sing in today’s Psalm.

Prophecies, Paul tells us in today’s Epistle, are partial and 
pass away “when the perfect comes.” In Jesus, the word of 
the prophets has been brought to perfection, fulfilled in 
those who have ears to hear, as He declares in today’s 
Gospel.

Greater than the gifts of faith and hope, Jesus shows us 
how to love as He loved—to love God as our Father, as 
the one who formed us in the womb and destined us to 
hear His saving Word.

This is the salvation, the “mighty works of the Lord,” that 
we, like the psalmist, are thankful to proclaim daily in the 
Eucharist.

Scott Hahn

‘

‘Often we too behave like the neighbours in Nazareth: 
we prefer a distant God: nice, good, generous but far-off, 
a God who does not inconvenience us.  Because a close 
and everyday God, a friend and brother, demands that we 
be concerned with our surroundings, everyday affairs and 
above all fraternity.  God chose not to reveal himself as 
an angel or in some spectacular way, but to give us a face 
that is fraternal and friendly, concrete and familiar.  God 
is real because love is real; God is concrete because love 
is concrete.  Indeed, this concrete manifestation of love 
is one of the essential elements in the life of Christians’.  

POPE FRANCIS, WORLD YOUTH DAY MASS, 2019

CATECHISM CORNER 
RESPECT FOR THE HUMAN PERSON

 

Respect for the human person proceeds by way of respect for the principle 
that "everyone should look upon his neighbour (without any exception) as 
'another self,' above all bearing in mind his life and the means necessary for 
living it with dignity.” No legislation could by itself do away with the fears, 

prejudices, and attitudes of pride and selfishness which obstruct the 
establishment of truly fraternal societies. Such behaviour will cease only 

through the charity that finds in every man a "neighbour," a brother/sister. 
The duty of making oneself a neighbour to others and actively serving them 
becomes even more urgent when it involves the disadvantaged, in whatever 
area this may be. "As you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you 

did it to me.”
(1931-1932)

PARISH HOLY HOUR 

We will begin a weekly 
time of Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament from 
Wednesday 6th February, 

6:30-7:30pm. 
This will be a special time 
to come and pray for the 
needs of our parish and 
for all the intentions we 

may have.

 
 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L   D A Y   O F  

PRAYER,  
REFLECTION & 

ACTION 
AGAINST 
HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING 

Thursday  
7 February  

2019 
 

7.30pm 
Vigil Mass  

Feast of  
St. Josephine Bahkita  

 
 

Celebrated by  
Archbishop Peter  

 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral  

East Melbourne 
 
Inquiries: justice@cam.org.au  

 
 

A L L   
W E L C O M E  

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%201.31%E2%80%9333
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20Kings%2017.1%E2%80%9316
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Kings%205.1%E2%80%9314
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%201.31%E2%80%9333
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/1%20Kings%2017.1%E2%80%9316
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/2%20Kings%205.1%E2%80%9314


PARISHIONER PROFILE 
Jill and Robert Grogan 

 

We became involved with the parish in the late 70s after returning from 
living overseas and finding ourselves as neighbours of the Lenaghans, very 
active and well known parishioners. We are very grateful for our family, our 
health, our lives as medical practitioners and our decision to raise our 
family in South Melbourne. We have both worked in the area and it is the 
centre of our cultural, community and spiritual lives. This parish is a vital 
part of our lives, and over the years we have been involved in many 
capacities from outreach to writing the Parish History. A special memory 
came from our then 10 year old granddaughter, who when asked in a 
school project to think of the place where she felt most secure and 
peaceful, thought of St Peter and Paul’s church. It has been a place of 
worship and community involvement, of support and sanctuary for 6 
generations of the Grogan Family, from Rob’s great grandfather on his 
move from Cork in 1885 to our grandchildren. In the future we would 
hope that the parish can continue its involvement with social justice, whilst maintaining this wonderfully supportive 
community through spiritual enrichment.

SUNDAY EVENING MASS  
There have been some recent requests for 
a Sunday evening Mass. Please let Fr Dean 

know if you have any thoughts. Thank you to 
those who have done so.

SAINT OF THE WEEK  
St Josephine Bakhita - 8th of February

St Josephine was a Canossian sister who grew up in Western Sudan. In 1877, when 
she was only about 8 years old, she was kidnapped and forced to live the next 12 
years as a slave, very often abused and mutilated. She was eventually moved to 
Venice, Italy, where she met and was cared for by the Canossian Sisters. This was 
how she first encountered the love of God. She was eventually declared freed and 
almost instantly joined the Sisters. She spent the next 54 years of her life serving 
her order and people with constant cheerfulness and a relentless heart for mission. 
Even in her last years of pain and sickness, when asked how she was, she would 
always reply with a smile ‘as the Master desires’. She died in 1947 and is currently 
resting at Holy Family church, Schio. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, in his encyclical 
Spe Salvi, calls the great saint an outstanding exemplar of Christian hope.

SACRAMENTS OF FIRST RECONCILIATION AND 
FIRST COMMUNION 

There will be parent information sessions for First Reconciliation 
and First Communion in the next month or so. Check the website 

or bulletin for details.
Saturday 16th February, 10:30am 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

We are looking to re-introduce the Children’s Liturgy program at 
the 10am Sunday Masses. If you would like to assist, please let us 
know. The sessions are already planned, so there is nothing to be 

prepared. Only a small amount of your time.

PLAY READING GROUP 

The Play reading group will continue again for 2019 on Monday 18th 
February 1pm, and will take place in the bookshop. All welcome.

For more information:  
Geraldine 0419115565 or Annie 0423741790



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Pauline O’Hara, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman 
Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Eunice Costa, Giovanna Santarossa, 
James Burnes, James Watkins, Bonnie Breen, Maurita Carlisle, Jeff Martin,
Naomi McSweeney ,Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker, Helen Keighery, Alison Fraser, Tony Bailey., Jackie Wappett.

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon: Save us , O Lord our God! And gather 
from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and make it 
our glory to praise you.

1st. Reading – Jeremiah 1: 4-5, 17-19
We hear Jeremiah being warned that the role of prophet is not 
an easy one. He will meet with hostility and persecution but he 
survives because his strength is from the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
I will sing of your salvation.

In you, O Lord, I take refuge, let me never be put to shame.
In your justice rescue me, free me; pay heed to me and save me.  

Be a rock where I can take refuge, a mighty stronghold to save 
me; for you are my rock, my stronghold. Free me from the hand 
of the wicked.
It is you, O Lord, who are my hope, my trust, O Lord, since my 
youth.
On you I have leaned from birth, from my mother’s womb you 
have been my help. 
My lips will tell of your justice and day by day of your help.
O God, you have taught me from my youth and I proclaim your 
wonders still.

I will sing of your salvation.

2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 12: 31-13:13
We hear one of the most beautiful passages in the whole of 
Scripture. If only we could love like this – such love must be the 
basis of any Christian witness.

Alleluia! Alleluia! - The Lord sent me to bring Good News 
to the poor and freedom to prisoners.       Alleluia!

Gospel - Luke 4:21-30
We hear an extension from last week’s scene at the synagogue in 
Nazareth. Jesus said that the words of Scripture are fulfilled even 
as they listen. The people refused to accept the consequences of 
His teaching and rejected Him.

Next week’s reading 1 Isaiah 6:1-8
2          1 Corinthians 15:1-11       

Gospel Luke 5:1-11

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his 
bishops, priests and religious who serve a 
prophetic role in our Church today. May 
the spirit strengthen them with courage 
when they experience how difficult is the 
role of the prophet in speaking for God.

Lord, we pray for our parish 
organisations and groups as they plan 
their year’s activities; that they prioritise 
the needs of those at the margins of our 
society as they live their witness to the 
Gospel

Lord, we pray for families at the beginning 
of the school year. may the cooperation 
of parents, teachers and students be 
carried by God’s spirit to foster growth 
and maturity.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this 
time David Jenkins, Ignatius Cody, 
Neita Eilligate, Stephen Cooper, 
Bobby McMahon, Emily Bussutil, 
Rino Codognotto, John & Anne 
McNeil, Doreen McCann, Peter 
Vandersman, Nancy Danaher, 
Ricky Myers.

Collections: Jan 26/27, 2019  

1st Collection: $ 1373
2nd Collection: $ 861 

 
Online thanksgiving (December): 

$1375 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the 

maintenance of the Parish.

READERS 
Geraldine C

Mario & Olwen 
Ashley

Mavis & Brian

E.M.E 

Sue & Teresa

Teresa & Carmel 

HOSPITALITY 

Andy & Geraldine

Frank & Mavis 

FLOWERS 
Ann & Priska

Geraldine & Sue

Sat 02 
Sun 03 
Sat 09 
Sun 10 


