
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

6th June 2021 

Corpus Christi Sunday 
 

Blood of The Covenant 
 

All of today’s readings are set in the context of the Passover. The First Reading 
recalls the old covenant celebrated at Sinai following the first Passover and the 
Exodus. 
In sprinkling the blood of the covenant on the Israelites, Moses was symbolizing 
God’s desire in this covenant to make them His family, His “blood” relations. 
Quoting Moses’ words in today’s Gospel, Jesus elevates and transforms this 
covenant symbol to an extraordinary reality. In the new covenant made in the 
blood of Christ, we truly become one with His body and blood. 
 
The first covenant made with Moses and Israel at Sinai was but a shadow of this 
new and greater covenant made by Christ with all humankind in that upper room 
(see Hebrews 10:1). 
 
The Passover that Jesus celebrates with His Twelve Apostles “actualizes,” makes 
real what could only be symbolized by Moses’ sacrifice at the altar with twelve 
pillars. What Jesus does today is establish His Church as the new Israel and His 
Eucharist as the new worship of the living God. 
 
In offering Himself to God through the Spirit, Jesus delivered Israel from the 
transgressions of the first covenant. And, as we hear in today’s Epistle, by His 
blood He purified us and made us capable of true worship. 
God does not want dead works or animal sacrifices. He wants our own flesh and 
blood, our own lives, consecrated to Him, offered as a living sacrifice. This is the 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving that we sing of in today’s Psalm. This is the 
Eucharist. 
 
What we do in memory of Him is to pledge our lives to Him, to renew our promise 
to live by the words of His covenant and to be His servants.  There is no other 
return we can offer to Him for the eternal inheritance He has won for us. So let us 
approach the altar, calling upon His name in thanksgiving, taking up the cup of 
salvation. 
Scott Hahn 

 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 
 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Gary Devery OFM Cap 

Parish secretary: 
Mon, Tues & Thurs 

9:30am–3pm 

CONTACT US: 

Phone 
9690 5895 (parish) 
 

Email 
stspeterandpauls@gmail.
com 

Web 
stspeterandpauls.com 

 
MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am  
Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Sat: 8am   
Confession Times:  
Sat after 8am Mass  
Sat 5:15pm 

Emerald Hill Mission 
(EHM) 
0409 417 412 (EHM) 
 

 

 

 
 

Church is currently closed until further notice 
 

Take Care and God Bless 

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars 
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Source: fransiscanmedia.org 

 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
St Barnabas 
11th June 
Barnabas, a Jew of Cyprus, comes as close as anyone outside the Twelve to being a full-
fledged apostle. He was closely associated with Saint Paul—he introduced Paul to Peter 
and the other apostles—and served as a kind of mediator between the former persecutor 
and the still suspicious Jewish Christians. When a Christian community developed at 
Antioch, Barnabas was sent as the official representative of the church of Jerusalem to 
incorporate them into the fold. He and Paul instructed in Antioch for a year, after which 
they took relief contributions to Jerusalem. 
 

Later Paul and Barnabas, now clearly seen as charismatic leaders, were sent by Antioch 
officials to preach to the gentiles. Enormous success crowned their efforts. After a miracle 
at Lystra, the people wanted to offer sacrifice to them as gods—Barnabas being Zeus, and 
Paul, Hermes—but the two said, “We are of the same nature as you, human beings. We 
proclaim to you good news that you should turn from these idols to the living God” (see 
Acts 14:8-18). 
 

But all was not peaceful. They were expelled from one town, they had to go to Jerusalem 
to clear up the ever-recurring controversy about circumcision, and even the best of friends 
can have differences. When Paul wanted to revisit the places they had evangelized, 
Barnabas wanted to take along his cousin John Mark, author of the Gospel, but Paul 
insisted that since Mark had deserted them once, he was not fit to take along now. The 
disagreement that followed was so sharp that Barnabas and Paul separated: Barnabas 
taking Mark to Cyprus, Paul taking Silas to Syria. Later they were reconciled Paul, 
Barnabas and Mark. 
 

When Paul stood up to Peter for not eating with gentiles for fear of his Jewish friends, we 
learn that “even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy” (Galatians 2:1-13). 
 

Corpus Christi 

THE STORY 
In 1263 a German priest, Fr. Peter of Prague, made a pilgrimage to Rome. He stopped in Bolsena, Italy, to celebrate 
Mass at the Church of St. Christina. At the time he was having doubts about Jesus being truly present in the Blessed 
Sacrament. He was affected by the growing debate among certain theologians who, for the first time in the history of 
the Church, began introducing doubts about the Body and Blood of Christ being actually present in the consecrated 
bread and wine. In response to his doubt, when he recited the prayer of consecration as he celebrated the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, blood started seeping from the consecrated host and onto the altar and corporal. 
Fr. Peter reported this miracle to Pope Urban IV, who at the time was nearby in Orvieto. The pope sent delegates to 
investigate and ordered that host and blood-stained corporal be brought to Orvieto. The relics were then placed in 
the Cathedral of Orvieto, where they remain today (see photo below). 
 
THE STORY BEHIND the feast of CORPUS CHRISTI 
This Eucharistic Miracle confirmed the visions given to St. Juliana of Mont Cornillon in Belgium (1193-1258). St. 
Juliana was a nun and mystic who had a series of visions in which she was instructed by Our Lord to work to establish 
a liturgical feast for the Holy Eucharist, to which she had a great devotion. 
After many years of trying, she finally convinced the bishop, the future Pope Urban IV, to create this special feast in 
honor of the Blessed Sacrament, where none had existed before. Soon after her death, Pope Urban instituted Corpus 
Christi for the Universal Church and celebrated it for the first time in Orvieto in 1264, a year after the Eucharistic 
Miracle in Bolsena. 
Inspired by the miracle, Pope Urban commissioned a Dominican friar, St. Thomas Aquinas, to compose the Mass 
and Office for the feast of Corpus Christi. Aquinas' hymns in honor of the Holy Eucharist, Pange Lingua, Tantum 
Ergo, Panis Angelicus, and O Salutaris Hostia are the beloved hymns the Church sings on the feast of Corpus 
Christi as well as throughout the year during Exposition and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. 
 

Source: www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/feast-of-corpus-christi-story-6077# 
 
 



 
 
Sat  05 
Sun 06 
Sat  12 
Sun 13 

Readers 
Michelle H 

Michele G & Natalie 
Geraldine C 

Eileen & Rick  

E.M.E 
 

Merlyn 
 

Aline 
 

Flower Arrangement 
Ann & Priska 

 
Geraldine F & Sue 

 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Maria Cimino, Teresa Sheehan, Bob White, Joseph 
Barbara, Helen Keighery, Dale Cocker, Grace. 
 
 

Feast of the  
Body & Blood of Christ 

 

Entrance Antiphon: He fed them with the finest wheat and satisfied 
them with honey from the rock. 
 
1st Reading – Exodus 24:3-8 
The book of Exodus gives us various preparations for the sacrifices 
of animals in the Hebrew Scriptures. In the New Testament, the 
communion sacrifice is in the blood of the new and everlasting 
covenant in Christ. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the Lord. 
 
How can I repay the Lord for His goodness to me? 
The cup of salvation I will raise; I will call on the Lord’s name. 
 
O precious in the eyes of the Lord is the death of His faithful. 
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; you have loosened my bonds. 
 
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make: I will call on the Lord’s name. 
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil before all His people. 
 
I will take the cup of salvation, and call on the name of the Lord. 
 
2nd Reading – Hebrews 9:11-15 
We hear how the letter to the Hebrews also draws parallels between 
the sacrifices of the Hebrew traditions with the new covenant in 
Christ’s blood. 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
I am the living bread from heaven; says the Lord; whoever eats this 
bread will live forever.    Alleluia! 
 
Gospel – Mark 14:12-16. 22-26 
We hear from the final chapter of Matthew’s Gospel in which the early 
Christian community expresses the tradition of the mandate from 
Jesus to preach the Gospel and baptise in the name of the Trinity. 
 
Next week’s readings:   1  Ezckiel 17:22-24 
        2  2 Corinthians 5:6-10 
                      Gospel Mark 4:26-34 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 
 

 

We pray for Pope Francis and the college 
of Bishops that as they celebrate the 
Eucharist they invite their communities to 
live more fully in the life of Christ. 
 
We pray for ministers of the Eucharist. 
May those who assist in the distribution of 
Communion to the sick or homebound be 
living witnesses to the faith of the church 
in the presence of Christ. 
 
We pray that the Eucharist be for each 
one of us an effective sign of our 
Covenant with God who gave His son for 
us; may our sharing in the Eucharist help 
us to live faithfully our baptismal and 
confirmation promises. 
 
We remember with compassion our family 
and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently Frances 
Perrugia and those whose anniversaries 
occur about this time Elsie Fielder, Nicola 
& Rocco Ronsini, Valerie Morris, John 
Lenaghan, Carmela Alicastro, Chris 
O’Brien, Dorothy Morris, Stephanie, 
Danielle & Chantal Meredith, Bob Carlisle, 
Mark O’Brien, Monsignor John Flynn. 
 

Collections: May 29/30, 2021 
1st Collection : - 
2nd Collection : - 

Online (May) per week: $1,040 
1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs 

of the Parish. 
EFT Donations: 

Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 
BSB: 083 155 

Account number: 515577466 


