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23rd Sunday Ordinary Time
All Things Well
The incident in today’s Gospel is recorded only by Mark. The key line is what the
crowd says at the end: “He has done all things well.” In the Greek, this echoes
the creation story, recalling that God saw all the things He had done and declared
them good (see Genesis 1:31).
Mark also deliberately evokes Isaiah’s promise, which we hear in today’s First
Reading, that God will make the deaf hear and the mute speak. He even uses a
Greek word to describe the man’s condition (mogilalon = “speech impediment”)
that’s only found in one other place in the Bible—in the Greek translation of
today’s Isaiah passage, where the prophet describes the “dumb” singing.
The crowd recognizes that Jesus is doing what the prophet had foretold. But Mark
wants us to see something far greater—that, to use the words from today’s First
Reading: “Here is your God.”
Notice how personal and physical the drama is in the Gospel. Our focus is drawn
to a hand, a finger, ears, a tongue, spitting. In Jesus, Mark shows us, God has
truly come in the flesh.
What He has done is to make all things new, a new creation (see Revelation
21:1–5). As Isaiah promised, He has made the living waters of Baptism flow in
the desert of the world. He has set captives free from their sins, as we sing in
today’s Psalm. He has come that rich and poor might dine together in the
Eucharistic feast, as James tells us in today’s Epistle.
He has done for each of us what He did for that deaf mute. He has opened our
ears to hear the Word of God and loosed our tongues that we might sing praises
to Him.
Let us then give thanks to our glorious Lord Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. Let us
say with Isaiah, “Here is our God, He comes to save us.” Let us be rich in faith,
that we might inherit the kingdom promised to those who love Him.
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A Father’s Day Prayer
God our Father, We give you thanks and praise for fathers young and old.
We pray for young fathers, newly embracing their vocation; May they find courage
and perseverance to balance work, family and faith in joy and sacrifice.
We pray for our own Fathers around the world whose children are lost or suffering;
May they know that the God of compassion walks with them in their sorrow.
We pray for men who are not fathers but still mentor and guide us with fatherly love
and advice.
We remember fathers, grandfather, and great grandfathers who are no longer with us
but who live forever in our memory and nourish us with their love.
Amen

Happy Father’s Day
“Treasuring our Later Years”.
Join us for an opportunity to broaden your ways of
accessing your inner world and listening to what God is
inviting you to at this time. Our seminar on is a 6x
Wednesday series on “Treasuring our Later Years”.
We would be grateful if you could include the following
suggested entry in your church bulletin:
'Treasuring Our Later Years' (Reflection series via
ZOOM), 6 x Wednesdays, 22 September to 27
October 2021, 12.45pm-3pm.
Facilitated by Nicole Rotaru rsm, this series offers
participants the opportunity to explore new possibilities
that ageing offers daily. It will include input,
conversation and the opportunity to depth and
integrate reflections and learnings through personal
reflection and creative expressions. Topics covered
include: ageing; spirituality; relationships; meaning;
gratitude; death. Cost $180 for the series, or $30 per
session. Bookings and payment via Heart of Life
Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation website at
www.heartoflife.melbourne For more information,
contact email: secretary@heartoflife.melbourne
or tel: (03) 9890 1101.

Father’s Day Craft Club Raffles
The Craft Group has put together 5
amazing prizes for Father’s day raffles.
Tickets are 3 for $5 and will be on sale
before and after mass throughout
September 2021.
The tickets will be draw possible early
October 2021 depending on the
lockdown restriction
We really appreciate your support
towards Craft Group
and
Sts Peter and Pauls
South Melbourne

FEAST OF THE WEEK
St Thomas of Villanova
10th September
Saint Thomas was from Castile in Spain. He received a superior education at the
University of Alcala and became a popular professor of philosophy there.
Thomas joined the Augustinian friars at Salamanca, ordained and resumed his
teaching–despite a continuing absentmindedness and poor memory. He became
prior and then provincial of the friars, sending the first Augustinians to the New World.
He was nominated by the emperor to the archbishopric of Granada, but refused. The
money his cathedral chapter gave him to furnish his house was given to a hospital
instead. His explanation to them was that “our Lord will be better served by your
money being spent on the poor in the hospital. What does a poor friar like myself
want with furniture?”
Several hundred poor came to Thomas’s door each morning and received a meal,
wine, and money. When criticized because he was at times being taken advantage
of, he replied, “If there are people who refuse to work, that is for the governor and the
police to deal with. My duty is to assist and relieve those who come to my door.” He
took in orphans and paid his servants for every deserted child they brought to him.
He encouraged the wealthy to imitate his example and be richer in mercy and charity
than they were in earthly possessions.
Dying, Thomas commanded that all the money he possessed be distributed to the
poor. Mass was being celebrated in his presence when after Communion he breathed
his last, reciting the words: “Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.” In his
lifetime Thomas of Villanova was already called “the almsgiver” and “the father of the
poor.” He was canonized in 1658.
Source: fransiscanmedia.org

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana
Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins,
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Teresa Sheehan, Bob White, Joseph Barbara, Helen Keighery,
Dale Cocker, Grace, Lucie Rodriguez, Simmone Condon, Jenna Condon.

23rd Sunday in ordinary time

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
We pray together:

Entrance Antiphon: You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is
right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful love.

We pray for Pope Francis, his bishops,
clergy and religious that in the imitation of
Christ who served the sick and suffering,
they show kindness and care to the people
under their care.

1st Reading – Isaiah 35:4-7
The promised Messiah will introduce a new creation, with the blind
and deaf, the lame and the dumb, and the earth itself being
beneficiaries.

We pray for fathers and all who play a
fatherly role in children’s lives, that they will
find fulfilment and joy in their vocation of
parenthood.

Responsorial Psalm
Praise the Lord, my soul.
It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free.

We pray for the leaders of nations, that they
will redouble their efforts to promote world
peace and the protection of the planet.

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down,
It is the Lord who loves the just, the Lord,
who protects the stranger.

We pray for all who are suffering physical,
mental or financial distress from the COVID
pandemic, that their plight will spur the
whole community to unite in their support.

The Lord upholds the widow and orphan,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign forever.
Zion’s God, from age to age.

We pray for our Parish, that we may always
bring a spirit of love and communion
towards each other, our family and our
close friends.

Praise the Lord, my soul.

We remember with compassion our family
and friends who have gone before us. Hold
them in your keeping, especially those who
have died recently Marion Skilton and
those whose anniversaries occur about this
time George McKenna, Stuart McLinden,
Stephanie Hosford, Louise Ross, Olive
Kennedy, Fr Franz Rosenberg

2nd reading: James 2:1-5
The letter of St James gives a very down to earth teaching about the
need to avoid flattering the rich and looking down on the poor.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good News of the Kingdom, and healed all who
were sick. Alelluia.
Gospel: Mark 7: 31-37
He has done all things well. He makes the deaf hear and the dumb
speak.
Next week’s readings:
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Sat 11
Sun 12
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2
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Geraldine C
Mario & Gerry
Janet
Rhoda & Olwen
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Isaiah 50: 5-9
James 2:14-18
Mark 8:27-35
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