
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   6th September 2020 

 
23rd Sunday Ordinary Time A 

 

‘To Win Them Back’ 
 

As Ezekiel is appointed watchman over the house of Israel in today’s first Reading, 
so Jesus in the Gospel today establishes His disciples as guardians of the new 
Israel of God, the Church (see Galatians 6:16). 
 
He also puts in place procedures for dealing with sin and breaches of the faith, 
building on rules of discipline prescribed by Moses for Israel (see Leviticus 19:17–
20; Deuteronomy 19:13). The heads of the new Israel, however, receive 
extraordinary powers—similar to those given to Peter (see Matthew 16:19). They 
have the power to bind and loose, to forgive sins and to reconcile sinners in His 
name (see John 20:21–23). 
 
But the powers He gives the Apostles and their successors depends on their 
communion with Him. As Ezekiel is only to teach what he hears God saying, the 
disciples are to gather in His name and to pray and seek the will of our heavenly 
Father. 
 
But today’s readings are more than a lesson in Church order. They also suggest 
how we’re to deal with those who trespass against us, a theme that we’ll hear in 
next week’s readings as well. 
 
Notice that both the Gospel and the First Reading presume that believers have a 
duty to correct sinners in our midst. Ezekiel is even told that he will be held 
accountable for their souls if he fails to speak out and try to correct them. 
 
This is the love that Paul in today’s Epistle says we owe to our neighbours. To love 
our neighbours as ourselves is to be vitally concerned for their salvation. We must 
make every effort, as Jesus says, to win our brothers and sisters back, to turn them 
from the false paths. 
 
We should never correct out of anger or a desire to punish. Instead, our message 
must be that of today’s Psalm—urging the sinner to hear God’s voice, not to harden 
their hearts, and to remember that He is the one who made us, and the rock of our 
salvation. 
 
Scott Hahn 
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Worry weighs down the heart, but a kind word gives it joy. 
 
 

                                                                             Proverbs12: 25 
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To all our Dads 

Strength of a Mountain 

God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, 

The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, 

The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, 

The depth of a family need, 
Then God combined these qualities, 

When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew His masterpiece was complete, 

And so, He called it ... Dad 

- Author Unknown 

 



  

 

The importance of asking for help  
 

While CatholicCare has seen a surge in new clients reaching out for Emergency Relief, new 
referrals for counselling services have slowed down; a trend reported by other Family and 
Relationship Service providers nationally.  

One possibility is that people are reluctant to access services while restrictions are in place; or 
they are simply too busy and overwhelmed to reach out for support.   

‘Our counselling service is currently free,’ says Susan, ‘you don’t need a referral, and you don’t 
need to leave your home.’  

‘We are living in a challenging time and it is ok to ask for help.’  

 In the coming months, as social distancing measures are relaxed in Victoria, we can be sure that 
life will not magically snap back to how things were before COVID-19.  For Australia, economic 
recovery will be a long journey – and for many people, the impacts of continuing isolation, job 
losses and strained family relationships will endure for some time.  

Counselling can help to address the emotional impacts of the pandemic experience, giving people 
the tools to navigate their own emotional recovery.  If you, or someone you know, would like to 
find out more about how counselling can help, please visit our website page 
at www.ccam.org.au/counselling  

 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

The Feast of the Most Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
12th September 
The Story of the Most Holy Name of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
This feast is a counterpart to the Feast of the Holy Name of 
Jesus; both have the possibility of uniting people easily divided 
on other matters. 
The feast of the Most Holy Name of Mary began in Spain in 
1513 and in 1671 was extended to all of Spain and the 
Kingdom of Naples. In 1683, John Sobieski, king of Poland, 
brought an army to the outskirts of Vienna to stop the advance 
of Muslim armies loyal to Mohammed IV of Constantinople. 
After Sobieski entrusted himself to the Blessed Virgin Mary, he 
and his soldiers thoroughly defeated the Muslims. Pope 
Innocent XI extended this feast to the entire Church. 

Source – Fransiscan media.org 



 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Miles Bunteski, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Teresa 
Sheehan, Ann Trindade, Marie Grafen. 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is 
right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful love. 
 
1st Reading – Ezekiel 33:7-9 
Cain refused to accept that he was his brother’s keeper. In this 
reading the prophet Ezekiel passes on God’s Word that our 
brother’s concerns are ours. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
O that today you would listen to His voice! Harden not your 
hearts. 
 
Come, ring out our joy to the Lord; hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before Him, giving thanks, with songs let us hail the 
Lord. 
 
Come in; let us bow and bend low; let us kneel before the God who 
made us for He is our God and we the people, who belong to His 
pasture, the flock that is led by His hand. 
 
O that today you would listen to His voice! ‘Harden not your hearts 
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert when your 
fathers put me to the test; when they tried me, though they saw my 
work.’ 
 
O that today you would listen to His voice! Harden not your 
hearts. 
 
2nd Reading – Romans 13:8-10 
St. Paul points out that, though the commandments are phrased in a 
negative way, they share a common origin with Christ’s 
commandment, ‘love one another’. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia. God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to 
Himself; and the Good News of reconciliation He has entrusted to 
us.          Alleluia! 
 
Gospel – Matthew 18:15-20 
St. Matthew gives us an insight into the life of the early Christian 
community when confronted with the problem of sin. He shows us 
an attitude inspired by mercy and tempered with firmness. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1s   Sirach 27:30-28:7 
    2nd  Romans 14:7-9 
    Gospel  Matthew 18:21-35 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray for our Church leaders, especially 
Pope Francis, our Bishops and Leaders of 
Religious Congregations and all entrusted 
with the pastoral care of the Church.  May 
they listen to the voice of children and 
promote the safety of minors and 
vulnerable adults.    
 

We pray for nations with advanced health 
resources, that they will share them freely 
with those ill-equipped to deal with the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 

We pray for those at greater disadvantage 
in this health crisis, especially people with 
disabilities and members of border 
communities, that they will be given the 
extra support they need. 
 

We pray for fathers, step-fathers, 
grandfathers and all who have a fatherly 
role, that they will be blessed in loving 
those entrusted to their care. 
 

We pray for our community, that we have 
the courage and compassion to stand up 
for victims, the humility to understand the 
wrongs of the past, the patience to stop and 
listen to children and the vulnerable and a 
greatness of heart that continues to grow.    
 

We remember with compassion our family 
and friends who have gone before us. Hold 
them in your keeping, especially those who 
have died recently Geraldine Dillon, Clare 
Ross (O’Donnell) and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time George 
McKenna, Rita O’Connor, Arthur 
McDowell, Ann McArdle. 
 
 

Collection : $- 
Online per week (July): $1195 

 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs 

of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

Please note our roster will recommence when we can have mass again. 
Hoping Everyone stays well and safe. 

Carol 


