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15th September Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘There will be more rejoicing 
in heaven over one repentant 
sinner than over ninety-nine 
virtuous men who have no 

need of repentance.’ (Lk 15:7)

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Seeking the Lost

The episode in today’s First Reading has been called “Israel’s original sin.” Freed from bondage, 
born as a people of God in the covenant at Sinai, Israel turned aside from His ways and fell to 
worshipping a golden calf.

Moses implores God’s mercy, just as Jesus will later intercede for the whole human race. Just as 
He still pleads for sinners at God’s right hand and through the ministry of the Church.

Israel’s sin is the sin of the world. It is your sin and mine. Ransomed from death and made His 
children in Baptism, we fall prey to the idols of this world. We remain a “stiff-necked people,” 
resisting His will for us like an ox refuses the plowman’s yoke (see Jeremiah 7:26).

Like Israel, in our sin we push God away and reject our divine sonship. Once He called us “my 
people” (see Exodus 3:10; 6:7). But our sin makes us “no people,” people He should, in justice, 
disown (see Deuteronomy 32:21; 1 Peter 2:10).

Yet in His mercy, He is faithful to the covenant He swore by His own self in Jesus. In Jesus, God 
comes to Israel and to each of us—as a shepherd to seek the lost (see Ezekiel 34:11–16), to 
carry us back to the heavenly feast, the perpetual heritage promised long ago to Abraham’s 
children.

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,” Paul cries in today’s Epistle. These are the 
happiest words the world has ever known. Because of Jesus, as Paul himself can testify, even the 
blasphemer and persecutor can seek His mercy.

As the sinners do in today’s Gospel, we draw near to listen to Him. In this Eucharist, we bring 
Him the acceptable sacrifice we sing of in today’s Psalm—our hearts, humbled and contrite.

In the company of His angels and saints, we rejoice that He has wiped out our offence. We 
celebrate with Him that we have turned from the evil way that we might live (see Ezekiel 18:23).

Scott Hahn

COMING UP

Alpha 
Fridays in the 

hall, 7pm

Winter 
Warmer  

Wed 18th Sept, 
7pm

Around the 
World 

Concert 
Sun 15th Sept, 

2:30pm

Spring Ball  
Sat 23rd Nov, 

2:30pm



CATECHISM CORNER
Interior Penance (n. 1431)

Interior repentance is a radical reorientation of our 
whole life, a return, a conversion to God with all our 
heart, an end of sin, a turning away from evil, with 
repugnance toward the evil actions we have 
committed. At the same time it entails the desire and 
resolution to change one's life, with hope in God's 
mercy and trust in the help of his grace. This 
conversion of heart is accompanied by a salutary pain 
and sadness which the Fathers called animi cruciatus 
(affliction of spirit) and compunctio cordis (repentance 
of heart).

ALPHA
Season has started and will be in the parish 
hall every Friday evening, 7pm. 
 
Alpha is for anyone who’s curious and wants to 
learn more about the faith in a friendly 
environment. It is a great opportunity 
to invite people who 
don’t normally come to Mass. 
See parish website for details:  
stspeterandpauls.com/alpha  

BIBLE STUDIES 
GROUP  

Friday’s 3:30pm in the hall, starting 
6th September. We will be going 
through the Gospel of John. All 
materials, including readings, will 

be provided.

AROUND THE WORLD 
CONCERT

Parishioner and pianist Ann Nguyen, along 
with fellow members of the University of 
Melbourne Conservatorium of Music, will 
present a concert on Sunday 15th 
September at 2.30pm in the church. Tickets 
available after the Sunday 10am Mass. You 
c a n a l s o b o o k o n h t t p s : / /
trybooking.com/BEPMP. Early Bird 
$20 till August 30th, from September1st 
$25.00.   Proceeds will go towards church 
maintenance.

‘Life with Christ is a 
wonderful adventure.’ 

- St Pope John Paul II

YMG National Conference
11-13th Oct, at Kyneton VIC

The Young Men of God group is 
holding a weekend conference 
away  for 18-60 year old men to 
learn about and ignite their faith. 
Guest keynote speaker will be 
Tim Staples from Cathol ic 
Answers. Register here: https://
www.trybooking.com/book/event?
eid=532596&



FEAST OF THE WEEK 

St Matthew - 21st September  
St Matthew the Apostle (also commonly known as ‘Levi’) was, according to 
scripture, one of the 12 apostles of Christ and, according to the tradition, 
one of the 4 Evangelists. Depending on which translation of scripture you 
look at, he was either a publican or tax collector before becoming a 
disciple of Christ. He was one of the primary witnesses of the Lord’s 
resurrection and ascension. Later Church fathers, such as Irenaeus and 
Clement of Alexandria, claim that Matthew then preached the Gospel to 
the Jewish community in Judea, before going to other countries and then 
dying as a martyr. The Gospel of Matthew is actually anonymous: the author 
is not named within the text, and the superscription ‘according to 
Matthew’ was added some time later in the 2nd century.

HIGH TEA FOR WOMEN
Sunday 22 September, 3-5pm

Park Hyatt, 1 Parliament Place, 
Melbourne

 
In a world where fads and fashions are 
constantly changing, is lasting beauty 

possible? Fr Leo Patalinghug 
(international best-selling author and 
professional chef), will share tips, not 

from a supermodel but a saintly model 
of eternal beauty.

Cost: $50
Enquiries: the Life, Marriage &amp; Family 
Office on 9287 5587 or lmf@cam.org.au

Registrations: 
www.trybooking.com/BEOUJ

WITH ARCHBISHOP PETER COMENSOLI

WED 13TH NOV 

7PM 



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Celestina Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser,  Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Frank Keighery, Robert Lodge.

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon: Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, 
that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your servant, and 
of your people Israel.

1st Reading – Exodus 32:7-11. 13-14 
We hear how it is only through Moses’ intercession for the Chosen 
People that God spares them from His wrath. Reminded of the promise 
to Abraham and his descendants, God relents and forgives His people

Responsorial Psalm 
I will rise and go to my Father. 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. 
In your compassion blot out my offence.
O wash me more and more from my guilt and cleanse me from my sin.

A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit within me. Do 
not cast me away from your presence, nor deprive me of you holy spirit.

O Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall declare your praise. My 
sacrifice is a contrite spirit, a humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn.

I will rise and go to my Father 

2nd Reading – 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Christ accomplished our salvation out of obedience to the will of the 
Father. St. Paul shows how even a great sinner like himself had been 
called to the office of an apostle.

Alleluia, alleluia, 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to Himself and the Good 
News of reconciliation He has entrusted to us.      Alleluia!

Gospel – Luke 15:1-32 
Jesus demonstrates His point by comparing God’s joy in leading sinners 
to repentance, to human joy in finding precious things that had been 
lost.

Next week’s readings: 1st   Amos 8:4-7 
                                    2nd   1 Timothy 2:1-18 
    Gospel:  Luke 16:1-13

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for our church led by our 
Pope, bishops and priests as ministers of 
reconciliation and healing. May the 
ministry of reconciliation speak to a world 
in need of healing, trust and good will.

Lord, we pray for the needs of the families 
of our local community. Where there is 
division, tension or jealousy between 
siblings may they be open to offer healing 
and accept forgiveness.

Lord, we pray for each other in this 
community of faith. May the message of 
the Gospel encourage healing for one 
another.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently Sr. 
Geraldine Stapleton, Danny Frawley and 
those whose anniversaries occur about 
this time William Wharton Snr., William 
Wharton Jun., Stephanie Hosford, Louise 
Ross, Charles Neander, Colleen Tardiff, 
Joseph Casserly, Ursula Milligan, Fr 
Andrew Camilleri, Les McInerney.

Collections: Sept 7/8, 2019 

1st Collection: $841
2nd Collection: $767 

Online per week (Aug): $340 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 14
Sun 15
Sat 21 
Sun 22

READERS
Angela

 Megan & Osmond
Ann M

Michele & Mario

E.M.E 

   Geraldine & Doris

  Rick & Doris 

HOSPITALITY 

Bill & Carol
     

Margaret & Eileen 

FLOWERS
Geraldine & Sue

Doris


