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‘Anyone who does not carry 
his cross and come after me 
cannot be my disciple.’ (Lk 

14:27)

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
 
The Gospel reading for today is one of those that we would be tempted to smooth out and sweeten 
because it seems too hard for men of today: "If anyone follows me without hating his father, his mother."  
Let us immediately make one thing clear: It is true that the Gospel is sometimes provocative, but it is 
never contradictory. A little further on in the same Gospel of Luke Jesus firmly re-emphasizes the duty of 
honoring father and mother (Luke 18:20), and in regard to husband and wife he says that they must be one 
flesh and that man does not have a right to separate that which God has joined together. How, then, can 
he tell us to hate father and mother, wife, children, brothers and sisters?  
We need to keep in mind a certain fact. The Hebrew language does not have comparatives -- it is not 
possible in Hebrew, for example, to speak of loving something "more" or "less" than another thing. It is 
only possible to speak of loving or hating. The phrase, "If anyone follows me and does not hate father and 
mother" should be understood in this way: "If anyone follows me, without preferring me to father and 
mother." To see that this is so we only need to look at the same matter in the Gospel of Matthew where 
Jesus says: "Whoever loved father and mother more than me is not worthy of me" (Matthew 10:37).  
It would be a big mistake to think that this love for Christ enters into competition with the different 
human loves: for parents, husband and wife, children, brothers and sisters. Christ is no one's rival in love 
and he is not jealous of anyone.  
In Paul Claudel's play "The Satin Slipper," the female protagonist, a fervent Christian, who is deeply in love 
with Rodrigo, exclaims to herself, almost finding it hard to believe: "Is it permitted, then, this love between 
creatures? Truly, God is not jealous?" And her guardian angel answers: "How could he be jealous of what 
he himself has made?" (Act 3, Scene 8).  
Love for Christ does not exclude the other loves, but rather orders them. Indeed, it is in him that every 
genuine love finds its foundation and support and the necessary grace to be fully lived out. This is the 
meaning of the "grace of state" that the sacrament of marriage confers to Christian husbands and wives. It 
assures that in their love they will be sustained and guided by the love that Christ had for his Church.  
Jesus does not disappoint nor deceive anyone; he asks everything because he wants to give everything; 
indeed, he has given everything. Someone might ask themselves: "But what right does this man have, who 
lived 20 centuries ago in an obscure corner of the world, to ask this absolute love of everyone? We do not 
need to look too far to find the answer, which is in his earthly life about which history tells us: It is 
because he first gave everything for man. "He loved us and gave himself up for us" (cf. Ephesians 5:2).  
In the same Gospel Jesus reminds us what the benchmark and sign is of true love for him: "taking up your 
own cross." Taking up our own cross does not mean seeking out suffering.  
Jesus did not seek out his cross; he took on himself in obedience to the Father what men put on his 
shoulders and with his obedient love transformed it from an instrument of torture into a sign of 
redemption and glory.  
Jesus did not come to make human crosses heavier, but rather to give them meaning. It has been rightly 
said that "whoever looks for Jesus without the cross will find the cross without Jesus," that is, he will 
certainly find the cross but not the strength to carry it.  
 

Fr Raniero Cantalamessa

COMING UP

Alpha 
Fridays in the 

hall, 7pm

Winter 
Warmer  

Wed 18th Sept, 
7pm

Around the 
World 

Concert 
Sun 15th Sept, 

2:30pm



CATECHISM CORNER
Facing temptations in prayer (n. 2733)

Another temptation [ in prayer] , to which 
presumption opens the gate, is acedia. The spiritual 
writers understand by this a form of depression due 
to lax ascetical practice, decreasing vigilance, 
carelessness of heart. "The spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak." The greater the height, the harder 
the fall. Painful as discouragement is, it is the reverse 
of presumption. The humble are not surprised by 
their distress; it leads them to trust more, to hold fast 
in constancy.

ALPHA
Season has started and will be in the parish hall every 
Friday evening, 7pm. 
 
Alpha is for anyone who’s curious and 
wants to learn more about the faith in a 
friendly environment. It is a great 
opportunity to invite people who 
don’t normally come to Mass. 
See parish website for details:  
stspeterandpauls.com/alpha  

AROUND THE WORLD 
CONCERT

Parishioner and pianist Ann Nguyen, along 
with fellow members of the University of 
Melbourne Conservatorium of Music, will 
present a concert on Sunday 15th 
September at 2.30pm in the church. Tickets 
available after the Sunday 10am Mass. You 
c a n a l s o b o o k o n h t t p s : / /
trybooking.com/BEPMP. Early Bird 
$20 till August 30th, from September1st 
$25.00.   Proceeds will go towards church 
maintenance.

WINTER WARMER
Wed 18th Sept, 7pm at Emerald Hotel

Speaker Bernie Brophy - "The Orange Parades''. 
Bernie has had a long involvement in the politics of 
Northern Ireland and a few years ago he was a 
member of an International Observer Group 
observing the Orange Parades in Belfast.  Sign up 
sheet will be available next weekend or you can 
phone Carol on 9699 2892 to make a booking.

‘Suffering is a great grace; 
through suffering the soul 

becomes like the Saviour; in 
suffering love becomes 

crystallised; the greater the 
suffering, the purer the 

love’  

- St 
Faustina 

YMG National Conference
11-13th Oct, Kyneton

The Young Men of God group are 
holding a weekend conference 
away  for 18-60 year old men to 
learn about and ignite their faith. 
Guest keynote speaker will be 
Tim Staples from Cathol ic 
Answers. Register here: https://
www.trybooking.com/book/event?
eid=532596&



FEAST OF THE WEEK 

The Most Holy Name of Mary - 13th September  

This feast is a counterpart to the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus (January 
3). The name ‘Mary’ rightfully deserves special respect and devotion for four 
reasons. First, because she is the Mother of God. Second, because the very 
mention of her name reminds us that she is full of grace, that she found 
special favour with God, and is blessed among all women. Third, because she 
is our Mother, whom our Lord gave to us as He was dying on the cross (cf. 
John19:26-27). And finally, because she plays a special role in our salvation: 
she responds to all of our needs, protects us from evil, and prays ‘for us 
sinners now and at the hour of our death’.

BIBLE STUDIES GROUP  
Friday’s 3:30pm in the hall, starting 6th September. All 

materials, including readings, will be provided.

GOSPEL REFLECTION

To Go Up Higher

We come to the wedding banquet of heaven by way of 
humility and charity. This is the fatherly instruction we 
hear in today’s First Reading, and the message of today’s 
Gospel.
Jesus is not talking simply about good table manners. He 
is revealing the way of the kingdom, in which the one 
who would be greatest would be the servant of all (see 
Luke 22:24–27).
This is the way, too, that the Father has shown us down 
through the ages—filling the hungry, sending the rich 
away empty, lifting up the lowly, pulling down the proud 
(see Luke 1:52–53).
We again call to mind the Exodus in today’s Psalm—
how in His goodness the Lord led the Israelites from 
imprisonment to prosperity, rained down bread from 
heaven, made them His inheritance, becoming a “Father 
of orphans.”
We now have also gained a share of His inheritance. We 
are to live humbly, knowing we are not worthy to 
receive from His table (see Luke 6:7; 15:21). We are to 
give alms, remembering we were ransomed from sin by 
the price of His blood (see 1 Corinthians 6:19–20).
The Lord promises that if we are humble we will be 
exalted and find favour with God; that if we are kind to 
those who can never repay us, we will atone for sins 
and find blessing in the resurrection of the righteous.
We anticipate the fulfilment of those promises in every 
Eucharist, today’s Epistle tells us. In the Mass, we enter 
the festal gathering of the angels and the firstborn 
children of God. It is the liturgy of the heavenly 
Jerusalem in which Jesus is the high priest, the King who 
calls us to come up higher (see Proverbs 25:6–7).

HIGH TEA FOR WOMEN
Sunday 22 September, 3–5pm

Park Hyatt, 1 Parliament Place, Melbourne
 

In a world where fads and fashions are 
constantly changing, is lasting beauty possible? Fr 

Leo Patalinghug (international
best-selling author and professional chef), will 
share tips, not from a supermodel but a saintly 

model of eternal beauty.
Cost: $50

Enquiries: the Life, Marriage &amp; Family Office 
on 9287 5587 or lmf@cam.org.au

Registrations: www.trybooking.com/BEOUJ



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Celestina Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser,  Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Frank Keighery.

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon: You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is 
right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful love. 

1st Reading – Wisdom 9:13-18
The Book of Wisdom opens up one of the biggest questions of all: 
“Who can know the intentions of God?” The Gospel will give us 
something of the challenge.

Responsorial Psalm
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

You turn men back into dust and say: “Go back, sons of men.” To your 
eyes a thousand years are like yesterday, come and gone. No more 
than a watch in the night.
 
You sweep men away like a dream, like grass which springs up in the 
morning. In the morning it springs up and flowers: by evening it withers 
and fades.

Make us know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of 
heart. Lord, relent! Is your anger forever? Show pity to your servants.

In the morning, fill us with your love; we shall exult and rejoice all our 
days. Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: give success to the work 
of our hands.

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

2nd Reading – Philemon 9-10, 12-17
In his older years St. Paul writes back to the owner of one of his 
converts. Paul challenges the attitudes of the slave owner to welcome 
Onesimus as he would Paul himself.

Alleluia, alleluia,     Let your face shine on your servant, and teach 
me your laws. Alleluia!

Gospel – Luke 14:25-33
We hear a further example of the danger when a single phrase or 
expression is taken beyond its context. The true expression of being 
Christ’s disciple, is being willing to carry the cross with him.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his 
bishops, priests and religious that as 
leaders of the Church they may guide 
their people with compassion and love.

Lord, we pray we pray for our religious 
and clergy. May they who have given up so 
much to follow Christ, continue to give of 
themselves at the service of God’s people.

Lord, we pray for the lay faithful. May they 
be strengthened in carrying the crosses of 
their life as they live out their Baptism 
promises.

Lord, we pray for our own private needs 
and hopes and for those of our 
community who are in need of our 
prayers and support.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently Barbara 
Quinn and those whose anniversaries 
occur about this time Rita O’Connor, 
Arthur McDowell, Anne McArdle, Antony 
Aliprandi, Jnr., George McKenna, Stuart 
McLinden, Noel Grasso, Dawn Fenwick, 
Bruce Jack.

Collections: August 31/Sept 1, 2019 

1st Collection: $973
2nd Collection: $750 

Online per week (Aug): $340 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 07
Sun 08
Sat 14 
Sun 15

READERS
Adrien

 Olwen & Ann T
Angela

Megan & Osmond

E.M.E 

   Doris & Geraldine

  Geraldine & Sue 

HOSPITALITY 

Donovan Family
  

Bill & Carol 

FLOWERS
Ann & Priska

Geraldine & Sue


