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Parish Priest:

In today’s First Reading, it’s like we have our ears pressed to the wall and can
hear the murderous grumblings of the elders, chief priests, and scribes—who last
week Jesus predicted would torture and kill Him (see Mark 8:31; 10:33–34).
The liturgy invites us to see this passage from the Book of Wisdom as a prophecy
of the Lord’s Passion. We hear His enemies complain that “the Just One” has
challenged their authority, reproached them for breaking the law of Moses, for
betraying their training as leaders and teachers.
And we hear chilling words that foreshadow how they will mock Him as He hangs
on the Cross: “For if the Just One be the Son of God, He will . . . deliver Him . . .
” (compare Matthew 27:41–43).
Today’s Gospel and Psalm give us the flip side of the First Reading. In both, we
hear of Jesus’ sufferings from His point of view. Though His enemies surround
Him, He offers Himself freely in sacrifice, trusting that God will sustain Him.
But the Apostles today don’t understand this second announcement of Christ’s
Passion. They begin arguing over issues of succession—over who among them
is greatest, who will be chosen to lead after Christ is killed.
Again they are thinking not as God but as human beings (see Mark 8:33). And
again Jesus teaches the Twelve—the chosen leaders of His Church—that they
must lead by imitating His example of love and self-sacrifice. They must be
“servants of all,” especially the weak and the helpless —symbolized by the child
He embraces and places in their midst.
This is a lesson for us, too. We must have the mind of Christ, who humbled
Himself to come among us (see Philippians 2:5–11). We must freely offer
ourselves, making everything we do a sacrifice in praise of His name.
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As James says in today’s Epistle, we must seek wisdom from above, desiring
humility, not glory, and in all things be gentle and full of mercy.

Scott Hahn

“1See what See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the
world does not know us is that it did not know him.”
I John 3:1

Catholic Archdioeces of Melbourne

Further information: Homepage - Million Children Praying (acninternational.org)
ACN Australia - Campaigns - One Million Children Praying the Rosary (aidtochurch.org)

FEAST OF THE WEEK
St Matthew
21st September

Matthew was a Jew who worked for the occupying Roman forces, collecting
taxes from other Jews. The Romans were not scrupulous about what the “tax
farmers” got for themselves. Hence the latter, known as “publicans,” were
generally hated as traitors by their fellow Jews. The Pharisees lumped them
with “sinners” (see Matthew 9:11-13). So it was shocking to them to hear
Jesus call such a man to be one of his intimate followers.
Matthew got Jesus in further trouble by having a sort of going-away party at
his house. The Gospel tells us that many tax collectors and “those known as
sinners” came to the dinner. The Pharisees were still more badly shocked.
What business did the supposedly great teacher have associating with such
immoral people? Jesus’ answer was, “Those who are well do not need a
physician, but the sick do. Go and learn the meaning of the words, ‘I desire
mercy, not sacrifice.’ I did not come to call the righteous but sinners”
(Matthew 9:12b-13). Jesus is not setting aside ritual and worship; he is saying
that loving others is even more important. No other particular incidents about
Matthew are found in the New Testament.
Source: franciscanmedia.org

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa,
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi
McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Teresa Sheehan, Bob White, Joseph Barbara, Helen Keighery, Dale Cocker,
Grace, Lucie Rodriguez, Simone Condon.

25th Sunday in ordinary time
Entrance Antiphon: I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be
their Lord for ever.
1st Reading – Wisdom 2:12. 17-20
We hear another Old Testament segment which is a prefigurement
of how the Son of Man is condemned to a shameful death. This
leads us into the Gospel scene.
Responsorial Psalm
The Lord upholds my life.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
We pray together:
We pray for Pope Francis and all bishops
of the Church. May they be an inspiration
for all people who labour in the Lord’s
vineyard.
We pray for leaders at all levels. May they
move beyond power and control, their
priority being the rights and justice that
their people deserve.

For proud men have risen against me, ruthless men seek my life.
They have no regard for God.

We pray for all people suffering from the
effects of lockdown. May they be
supported in their efforts to deal with this,
especially those whose livelihoods have
been affected.

But I have God for my help. The Lord upholds my life.
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart and praise your name for its
good.

For all who suffer for their religious
beliefs, that they will hold fast to their faith
and find strength and life in it.

The Lord upholds my life.

We remember with compassion our
family and friends who have gone before
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially
those who have died recently and all
those whose anniversaries occur about
this time Gregory Abdilla, Frances
O’Kane, Mavis McCormack, Charles
Neander,
Joseph
Casserly,
Rita
O’Connor, Arthur McArdle, Ursula
Milligan, Wim Wubben, Kate Bellisini.

O God, save me by your name; by your power, uphold my cause.
O God, hear my prayer; listen to the words of my mouth.

2nd Reading – James 3:16-4:3
Once again James shows his practical awareness of human nature
and the problems we can have.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
God has called us with the gospel to share in the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Gospel – Mark 9:30-37
In the close attention of forming His disciples, Jesus warns them of
His suffering and death, but they fail to understand. They were side
tracked in their petty debates about who will be the greatest.
Next week’s readings:
1
Numbers 11:25-29
2
James 5:1-6
Gospel
Mark 9:38-43. 45. 47-48

Sat 18
Sun 19
Sat 25
Sun 26

Readers
Andy
Carmel & Merlyn
Adrian

Olwen & Andy

Online (August) per week: $1350
1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the
2nd collection goes to
the running costs of the Parish.
EFT Donations:
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul
BSB: 083 155
Account number: 515577466
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Flower Arrangement
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Doris

