
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

17th April 2020 

 
6th Sunday of Easter A 

 

Alive in The Spirit 
 

Jesus will not leave us alone. He won’t make us children of God in Baptism only to 
leave us “orphans,” He assures us in today’s Gospel (see Romans 8:14–17). 
 
He asks the Father to give us His Spirit, to dwell with us and keep us united in the life 
He shares with the Father. 
 
We see the promised gift of His Spirit being conferred in today’s First Reading. 
 
The scene from Acts apparently depicts a primitive Confirmation rite. Philip, one of 
the first deacons (see Acts 6:5), proclaims the Gospel in the non-Jewish city of 
Samaria. The Samaritans accept the Word of God (see Acts 17:11; 1 
Thessalonians 2:13) and are baptized. 
 
It remains for the Apostles to send their representatives, Peter and John, to pray and 
lay hands on the newly baptized—that they might receive the Holy Spirit. This is the 
origin of our sacrament of Confirmation (see Acts 19:5–6), by which the grace of 
Baptism is completed and believers are sealed with the Spirit promised by the Lord. 
 
We remain in this grace so long as we love Christ and keep His commandments. And 
strengthened in the Spirit whom Jesus said would be our Advocate, we are called to 
bear witness to our salvation—to the tremendous deeds that God has done for us in 
the name of His Son. 
 
In today’s Psalm, we celebrate our liberation. As He changed the sea into dry land to 
free the captive Israelites, Christ suffered that He might lead us to God, as we hear in 
today’s Epistle. 
 
This is the reason for our hope—the hope that sustains us in the face of a world that 
cannot accept His truth, the hope that sustains us when we are maligned and 
defamed for His name’s sake. 
 
Put to death in the flesh, He was brought to life in the Spirit, Paul tells us today. And 
as He himself promises: “Because I live, you will live.” 
 
Scott Hahn 
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Alleluia 

Church is now Open for private prayers and mass 

Visit website for mass time 
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Pope Francis to offer Mass at tomb of John Paul II on 
 saint’s 100th birthday 

 
 

 
 

Pope John Paul II 
Pope John Paul II (18 May 1920 – 2 April 2005) 
was head of the Catholic Church and sovereign 
of the Vatican City State from 1978 to 2005. 

He was elected pope by the second papal 
conclave of 1978, which was called after Pope 
John Paul I, who had been elected in August to 
succeed Pope Paul VI, died after 33 days. 
Cardinal Wojtyła was elected on the third day of 
the conclave and adopted the name of his 
predecessor in tribute to him.[7][8] John Paul II is 
recognised as helping to end Communist rule in 
his native Poland and eventually all of 
Europe.[9] John Paul II significantly improved the 
Catholic Church's relations with Judaism, Islam, 
and the Eastern Orthodox Church.  

He upheld the Church's teachings on such 
matters as the right to life, artificial contraception, 
the ordination of women, and a celibate clergy, 
and although he supported the reforms of 
the Second Vatican Council, he was seen as 
generally conservative in their 
interpretation.[10][11] 

He was one of the most travelled world leaders in 
history, visiting 129 countries during his 
pontificate. As part of his special emphasis on 
the universal call to holiness, he beatified 
1,340[12] and canonised 483 people, more than 
the combined tally of his predecessors during the 
preceding five centuries. By the time of his death, 
he had named most of the College of Cardinals, 
consecrated or co-consecrated many of the 
world's bishops, and ordained many priests.[13] 

 

 
Vatican City, May 12, 2020 / 10:55 am MT (CNA).- On the 100th anniversary of the birth 
of Pope St. John Paul II on May 18, Pope Francis will offer his morning Mass at 7:00am 
at the Polish pope’s tomb in St. Peter’s Basilica, according to the Vatican. 

 
Source: Catholic News Agency 



 

  

 

 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

Saint Felix of Cantalice 
First Capuchin friar to be proclaimed a saint 

18th May 

Felix was the third of four sons born to Santi and Santa Porri. 
They were poor farmers. At about the age of ten, Felix was hired 
out first as a shepherd to a family at Cittàducale, where he later 
worked as a farm hand. Until the age of twenty-eight he worked 
as a farm laborer and shepherd. He developed the habit of 
praying while he worked. Toward the end of autumn 1543, Felix 
entered the newly founded Capuchin friars as a lay brother at the 
Citta Ducale friary in the municipality of Anticoli Corrado. It is 
said that he was well noted for his piety. In 1547 he was sent to 
Rome as quaestor of the Capuchin Friary of St. Bonaventure, 
where he spent his remaining 40 years begging alms to help in 
the friars' work of aiding the sick and the poor.[2] In Rome, 
Brother Felix became a familiar sight, wandering barefoot 
through the streets, with a sack slung over his shoulders, 
knocking on doors to seek donations. 

He received permission from his superiors to help the needy, especially widows with many children. It is said 
that his begging sack was as bottomless as his heart.[3] Brother Felix blessed all benefactors and all those 
he met with a humble “Deo Gratias!” (thanks be to God!), causing many to refer to him as “Brother Deo 
Gratias". [1] Felix was so successful in his work that during the famine of 1580, the political leader of Rome 
asked the Capuchins if they would 'lend' Felix to them so he could collect food and provisions for the entire 
city. The Capuchins agreed and Felix embraced his new task.[4] 
 
He preached in the street, rebuked corrupt politicians and officials, and exhorted young men to stop leading 
dissolute lives. He also composed simple teaching canticles, and arranged for children to gather in groups to 
sing them as a way to teach them the catechism.[2] 
 
The plain-spoken Brother Felix was a good friend of St. Philip Neri and an acquaintance of Charles 
Borromeo.[5] Felix developed a reputation as a healer.[3] As he got older, his superior ordered him to wear 
sandals to protect his health.[6] Cardinal Santori had offered to use his influence to have the elderly Felix 
relieved of the difficult task of questing, but Felix refused.[5] 
Felix died in Rome in 1587 on his 72nd birthday and was buried in the crypt of the Church of Santa Maria 
della Concezione dei Cappuccini 

Sts Peter and Paul Parish Now Online  

During this time, when visits to our Church are suspended, we are striving to ensure that our parishioners remain 
connected through new and creative pastoral programmes. While we continue to help those in our community the 
parish continues to incur ongoing overhead costs and we need your help. 

The good news is that Catholic Development Fund (CDF) and the Archdiocese of Melbourne have partnered to 
build an online parish payment portal, CDFpay for Parishes.  

This site enables you to make quick and easy online thanksgiving payments – you can set-up a recurring payment, 
if you haven’t done so already, or you can choose a one-off offering.  

The Sts Peter and Paul site is live via this link CDFpay for Sts Peter and Paul’s Parish, Melbourne South 

We thank you in advance for supporting our parish community. 



 

  

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill: Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo 
O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, 
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, Jeff 
Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Colin 
Crawford, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Chris Banks. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

Lord, we pray for the Church throughout the 
world, that we may continue to respond to the 
spirit as a community of faith and love. 
 

We pray for leaders guiding their nations 
through the coronavirus crisis. May they 
chart the way forward with wisdom, justice 
and courage. 
 

We renew our thanks for the dedicated 
workers and volunteers maintaining essential 
community services. May they enjoy our full 
and lasting appreciation.  
 

We pray for the needy and vulnerable in our 
midst, may we as a community recognize 
their needs and support them.  
 

We pray for teachers and support staff 
throughout the school system. May they 
meet the challenge of re-opening with 
enterprise and zeal.  
 

We pray for our families, friends and fellow 
parishioners. May the experience of the 
pandemic spur us to work all the more readily 
for a new world of justice, love and peace. 
 

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently Piero Genovesi, 
Joab Arakkaparambil and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time Jack 
Mulrooney, Doug Miller, Patrick & Catherine 
O’Connor, Florence Johnston-Devere, 
Simone Fairbanks. 
 
 

Collections : Apr 18/19, 2020 
 

1st Collection: $ 
2nd Collection: $ 

Online per week (Mar): $570 
 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 

 
Sat   16 
Sun  17 
Sat   23 
Sun  24 
 

READERS 
Janet 

Mavis & Merlyn 
Randy 

Rick & Natalie 

E.M.E 
  

Rick & Doris 
        

Doris & Mario 

HOSPITALITY 
 

Bill & Carol 
 

Margaret & Eileen 

 FLOWERS 
Doris 

 
Vinolia & Doris 

 
 

6th Sunday of Easter                        
 
Entrance Antiphon: Speak out with a voice of joy; let it be heard to 
the ends of the earth: The Lord has set his people free, alleluia. 
 
1st Reading – Acts 8:5-8. 14-17 
We hear an event in the early life of the first Christian community, 
when the apostles in Jerusalem sent Peter and John to the Samaritans 
who had been baptised, so that they could now receive the Holy Spirit. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 
Cry out with joy to God all the earth, O sing to the glory of His name. 
O render Him glorious praise. Say to God: ‘How tremendous your 
deeds!’ 
 
“Before you all the earth shall bow; shall sing to you, sing to your 
name!” Come and see the works of God, tremendous His deeds 
among men. 
 
He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river dry-
shod. Let our joy then be in Him; he rules for ever by His might. 
 
Come and hear, all who fear God, I will tell what He did for my soul; 
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer nor withhold His love 
from me. 
 
Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. 
 
2nd Reading – 1 Peter 3:15-18 
We hear the words of St. Peter that encouraged the people he had 
baptised to give strong witness to Christ in the way they reverenced 
the Lord Jesus in their hearts and are ready to explain the reasons for 
their hope in faith. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 
All who love me will keep my words, and my Father will love them and 
we will come to them. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel – John 14:15-21 
We hear a further selection from the words of Jesus at the Last supper. 
He promises the spirit of truth as another Advocate to be with us for all 
time. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1st   Acts 1:1-11 
    2nd  Ephesians 1:17-23 
    Gospel  Matthew 28:16-20 


