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31st Sunday Ordinary Time
The Law of Love
Love is only law we are to live by. And love is the fulfillment of the Law that God
reveals through Moses in today’s First Reading (see Romans 13:8–10; Matthew
5:43–48).
The unity of God—the truth that He is one God, Father, Son, and Spirit—means
that we must love Him with one love, a love that serves Him with all our hearts
and minds, souls and strength.
We love Him because He has loved us first. We love our neighbor because we
can’t love the God we haven’t seen unless we love those made in His image and
likeness, whom we have seen (see 1 John 4:19–21).
And we are called to imitate the love that Christ showed us in laying His life down
on the Cross (see 1 John 3:16). As we hear in today’s Epistle, by His perfect
sacrifice on the Cross, He once and for all makes it possible for us to approach
God.
There is no greater love than to lay down your life (see John 15:13). This is
perhaps why Jesus tells the scribe in today’s Gospel that he is not far from the
kingdom of God.
The scribe recognizes that the burnt offerings and sacrifices of the old Law were
meant to teach Israel that it is love that God desires (see Hosea 6:6). The animals
offered in sacrifice were symbols of the self-sacrifice, the total gift of our selves,
that God truly desires.
We are called today to examine our hearts. Do we have other loves that get in
the way of our love for God? Do we love others as Jesus has loved us (see John
13:34–35)? Do we love our enemies and pray for those who oppose and
persecute us (see Matthew 5:44)?
Let us tell the Lord we love Him, as we do in today’s Psalm. And let us take His
Word to heart, that we might prosper and have life eternal in His kingdom, the
heavenly homeland flowing with milk and honey.
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“I can do all this through Him
who gives me strength."
Phillippians 4:13

ADVENT PREPARATION

Advent Preparation: St Francis and the Christmas Crib of Greccio
St Francis of Assisi prepared for Christmas by building a Christmas Crib in 1217 and celebrating the
Christmas with the people of Greccio, Italy. It established a tradition that spread widely over the centuries
throughout the Church, especially in the West. Using Francis’s own writings and the biographies that were
written a few years after his death, I would like to lead a guided meditation over the four weeks of Advent as a
preparation for the Feast of Christmas. There would be four sessions on Monday evenings beginning on
29th November 2021 and concluding on 20 December 2021 at 6.30pm in the Church. Each session should
go for around 45 minutes.
If at least 12 people (a good biblical number) indicate that they would be interested in participating, then it will
proceed. Please indicate your interest by email: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com
You would need to be fully vaccinated to attend.
In the peace of Christ,
Fr Gary

Merciful Father,
hear our prayer
and console us.
As we renew
our faith in Your Son,
whom You raised from the dead,
strengthen our hope
that all our departed brothers and sisters
will share in His resurrection,
who lives and reigns
November 2 is the Commemoration of All of the Faithful
Departed, or All Souls. On this day, we pray that all those
who have died— our loved ones, and also those people
around the world who we will never meet— through the
mercy of God, will rest in peace.

with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen

Prayer for the Holy Souls in
Purgatory
by St. Gertrude the Great
Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most
Precious Blood of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, in
‘Çuppa with Mary’

union with the masses said throughout the

MMHC is reopening for parishioners on Mon 8th Nov
from 9 am – 5 pm. Come visit the Museum that tells
Mary and the SOSJ’s story, do a walking tour of the
Mary MacKillop Heritage trail and Mary’s place of
birth. Special times have been set aside for Parish
groups to have a ‘Çuppa with Mary’ which includes a
presentation, tour and prayer reflection in the Chapel

world today, for all the holy souls in
purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for
sinners in the universal church, those in my
own home and within my family. Amen.

where Mary prayed, at a cost of $20 per person.
Contact Kate on 9926 9300 for a group booking.

Accommodation Specials - Book your next stay at the
Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre Accommodation in the
heart of Melbourne. Please contact Kate on 9926 9300.

FEAST OF THE WEEK
Blessed Andrea da Palazuelo
6th November
Capuchin Martyr (1883-1936)
Blessed Andrea of Palazuelo, who was known as Miquel González Gonzáles
before entering the Capuchins friars, was born on the 8th May 1883 and
baptised on the same day. At sixteen years of age he entered the noviciate
of the Order of Capuchin friars minor, and was vested in the habit in the friary
at Bilbao. It was the 31 July 1899, a significant date because it was on the
same day he was killed in 1936 for reason of hatred of the faith.
At the end of his novitiate he made his temporary vows, and on the 2nd
August 1903 he professed his perpetual vows. On the 19th September 1908
he was ordained to the priesthood and was sent as to teach in the house of
studies of the Capuchin friars at El Prado in Madrid. He was then transferred
to Leon and then to Bilbao, always as a teacher. In 1920 he was sent again
to Madrid as the Provincial Archivist and Chronicler. He remained with this
responsibility, except for a brief stay in Gijón, until his death.
Source: www.capdox.capuchin.org.au

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa,
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi
McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Teresa Sheehan, Joseph Barbara, Helen Keighery, Dale Cocker, Grace, Lucie
Rodriguez, Simone Condon, Glenn Matton.

31st Sunday in ordinary time

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
We pray together:

Entrance Antiphon: Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; be not far
from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my strong
salvation.

We pray for Pope Francis, that his
prophetic appeals for a new human
solidarity and for loving care of the earth will
be heeded.

1st Reading – Deuteronomy 6:2-6
This passage from Deuteronomy contains the prayer of the Jews
popularly known as the Shema which means ‘hear’. The central
ideas of Judaism are compressed in this prayer.
Responsorial Psalm
I love you, Lord, my strength.
I love you, Lord, my strength, my rock,
my fortress, my saviour
My God is the rock where I take refuge;
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold.
The Lord is worthy of all praise: when I call I am saved from my
foes.
Long life to the Lord, my rock!
Praised be the God who saves me.
He has given great victories to his king
And shown his love for his anointed.

We pray for parents, teachers and children
in COVID-affected states, that the
resumption of in-school education will be a
blessing for all.
We pray in thanksgiving for the workers of
this parish, may their loyalty to the parish
and their generosity with their time and
talents, like the widow’s mite, always be a
model for future generations.
We pray in appreciation of the work of our
parish groups and teams. May the end of
this year find them comfortable in their
service of others and sharing in God’s
blessing as God knows best.
We remember with compassion our family
and friends who have gone before us. Hold
them in your keeping, especially those who
have died recently and those whose
anniversaries occur about this time Jan
Toogood, Joan Green, Bridget Cody, Allen
O’Connor, Mary Speirs, Bill Elligate, Greg
Thomas, Dean Platt, Alice Troon.

2nd Reading – Hebrews 7:23-28
The author compares the priests of Judaism with Jesus the
Priest. Compared to Jesus who is the eternal priest the Jewish
priests have enjoyed limited priesthood because they will
eventually die.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
All who love me will keep my words, and my father will love them,
and we will come to them.
Alleluia!
Gospel – Mark 12:28-34
This passage gives the ‘Shema’ of the Christians. Jesus places
the love for God at the heart of the law and love for neighbor
should spring naturally from this as a consequence.
Next week’s readings:

1
2
Gospel

Readers
Sat 30
Sun 31
Sat 06
Sun 07

Andy
Olwen & Rhoda
Adrian
Carmen & Merlyn

1 Kings 17:10-16
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:41-44

E.M.E
Aline
Geraldine F
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the running costs of the Parish.
EFT Donations:
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul
BSB: 083 155
Account number: 515577466
Flower Arrangement

Doris
Priska & Ann

