
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Fri: 8am  |  Saturday: 10am  

Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

 
PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  

FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  
Emerald Hill Mission: 0409 417 412  

 
Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

7 April, 2019

WHAT’S ON

Reconciliation Night 
Tues 16th April, 7pm

Holy Hour
Every Wednesday

6:30pm

Stations of the Cross 
(plus Fish & Chips)  

This Friday
6:30pm

Lenten Reflections
Every Friday in Lent 

9:15am

Craft Group
Mon 8th & Wed 10th 

April, 12pm

Palm Sunday Concert
Sun 14th April

5pm

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR C

We have reached the Fifth Sunday of Lent in which the Liturgy this year presents to us the Gospel 
episode of Jesus who saves an adulterous woman condemned to death (Jn 8: 1-11). While he is 
teaching at the Temple the Scribes and Pharisees bring Jesus a woman caught in the act of adultery for 
which Mosaic law prescribed stoning. Those men ask Jesus to judge the sinful woman in order "to test 
him" and impel him to take a false step. The scene is full with drama: the life of that person and also 
his own life depend on Jesus. Indeed, the hypocritical accusers pretend to entrust the judgement to 
him whereas it is actually he himself whom they wish to accuse and judge. Jesus, on the other hand, is 
"full of grace and truth" (Jn 1: 14): he can read every human heart, he wants to condemn the sin but 
save the sinner, and unmask hypocrisy. St John the Evangelist highlights one detail: while his accusers 
are insistently interrogating him, Jesus bends down and starts writing with his finger on the ground. St 
Augustine notes that this gesture portrays Christ as the divine legislator: in fact, God wrote the law 
with his finger on tablets of stone (cf. Commentary on John's Gospel, 33,5). Thus Jesus is the 
Legislator, he is Justice in person. And what is his sentence? "Let him who is without sin among you be 
the first to throw a stone at her". These words are full of the disarming power of truth that pulls 
down the wall of hypocrisy and opens consciences to a greater justice, that of love, in which consists 
the fulfilment of every precept (cf. Rom 13: 8-10). This is the justice that also saved Saul of Tarsus, 
transforming him into St Paul (cf. Phil 3: 8-14).
 

When his accusers "went away, one by one, beginning with the eldest", Jesus, absolving the woman of 
her sin, ushers her into a new life oriented to good. "Neither do I condemn you; go, and do not sin 
again". It is the same grace that was to make the Apostle say: "One thing I do, forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead. I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil 3: 13-14). God wants only goodness and life for us; he 
provides for the health of our soul through his ministers, delivering us from evil with the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, so that no one may be lost but all may have the opportunity to convert. In this Year for 
Priests I would like to urge Pastors to imitate the holy Curé d'Ars in the ministry of sacramental 
pardon so that the faithful may discover its meaning and beauty and be healed by the merciful love of 
God, who "even forces himself to forget the future so that he can grant us his forgiveness!"
 

Dear friends, let us learn from the Lord Jesus not to judge and not to condemn our neighbour. Let us 
learn to be intransigent with sin starting with our own! and indulgent with people. May the holy 
Mother of God, free from all sin, who is the mediatrix of grace for every repentant sinner, help us in 
this.  

Pope Benedict XVI

http://www.vatican.va/liturgical_year/lent/2010/index_en.htm
http://www.vatican.va/liturgical_year/lent/2010/index_en.htm


PASSION SUNDAY  
NEXT SUNDAY

Remember that next Sunday is Passion Sunday 
where we will process into the church as we 

begin Holy Week

RECONCILIATION NIGHT
TUESDAY 16TH APRIL, 7pm

We will have a number of priests available for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation.

After a short introduction we will have time receive the 
Sacrament. There will also be Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament during this time, as well as music.  
 

Confession is an act of honesty and courage – an act of entrusting 
ourselves, beyond sin, to the mercy of a loving and forgiving God.  

- St John Paul II

 

PARISH
HOLY HOUR
Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament
every Wednesday

6:30 - 7:30pm

   
Y O U N G    A D U L T  

  D I S C U S S I O N    G R O U P 
 

W e d n e s d a y s 
i n    L e n t ,   7 p m 

LENTEN MORNING TEAS 
Every Friday in Lent, 9:15am in 

the hall 
 
The morning will include  
a Lenten Scripture reading  
and reflection 

DAILY MASS
8am Mon - Fri 

    PROJECT COMPASSION
Please remember to collect a donation 
box from the back of the church and 

return at the end of Lent

ADORATION BEFORE MASS
From next Sunday, and continuing after Easter 

we’ll have a time of Adoration before the 
Sunday 10am Mass. 

F I N A L    F R I D A Y    T H I S    W E E K 
E A R L I E R    T I M E  -  6 : 3 0 P M



PALM SUNDAY CONCERT
The Astra Choir  

and soloists, conducted  
by John McCaughey, 

will be performing  
‘Polyphony from the  

USA, Spain and Brazil’  
 

Sts Peter and Paul’s  
Sunday 14th of April, 5pm. 

Entry: Full $35,  
Concession $20.

GOSPEL REFLECTION
Something New 

The Liturgy this Lent has shown us the God of the 
Exodus. He is a mighty and gracious God, Who out 
of faithfulness to His covenant has done “great 
things” for His people, as today’s Psalm puts it.
But the “things of long ago,” Isaiah tells us in today’s 
First Reading, are nothing compared to the 
“something new” that He will do in the future.
Today’s First Reading and Psalm look back to the 
marvellous deeds of the Exodus. Both see in the 
Exodus a pattern and prophecy of the future, when 
God will restore the fortunes of His people fallen in 
sin. The readings today look forward to a still greater 
Exodus, when God will gather in the exiled tribes of 
Israel that had been scattered to the four winds, the 
ends of the earth.
The new Exodus that Israel waited and hoped for 
has come in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Like 
the adulterous woman in today’s Gospel, all have 
been spared by the Lord’s compassion. All have 
heard His words of forgiveness, His urging to 
repentance, to be sinners no more. Like Paul in 
today’s Epistle, Christ has taken possession of every 
one, claimed each as a child of our heavenly Father.
In the Church, God has formed a people for Himself 
to announce His praise, just as Isaiah said He would. 
And as Isaiah promised, He has given His “chosen 
people” living waters to drink in the desert 
wastelands of the world (see John 7:37–39).
But our God is ever a God of the future, not of the 
past. We are to live with hopeful hearts, “forgetting 
what lies behind but straining forward to what lies 
ahead,” as Paul tells us. His salvation, Paul says, is 
power in the present, “the power of His 
resurrection.”
We are to live awaiting a still greater and final 
Exodus, pursuing “the goal, the prize of God’s 
upward calling,” striving in faith to attain the last new 
thing God promises—”the resurrection of the 
dead.” 	 	 	 


Scott Hahn

CATECHISM CORNER
THE VIRTUES

"Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is 
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
gracious, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things.” A virtue is 
an habitual and firm disposition to do the good. It 
allows the person not only to perform good acts, but 
to give the best of himself. The virtuous person tends 
toward the good with all his sensory and spiritual 
powers; he pursues the good and chooses it in 
concrete actions. The goal of a virtuous life is to 
become like God (n. 1803).

EMERALD HILL RACE DAY
Come join the Emerald Hill Mission Annual Race Day. Will 

include 4-course meal. Saturday 11th of May, 12pm at 
Caulfield Racecourse, in The Committee Room.  

Enquiries: Mary-Anne Nunan 0419239571  
maryannenunan@optusnet.com.au

MOTHERS DAY STALL
The Craft Group will have a Pre Mother’s Day stall after 

Mass on Sunday 5th May. For the next few weeks they will be 
having a raffle to raise funds for the parish. $5 for 3 tickets.  

Prizes are on display at the back of the church.  



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Eunice Costa, Giovanna Santarossa, James, Burnes, James Watkins, 
Bonnie Breen, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker,  Helen Keighery,  Alison Fraser,  Tony Bailey, 
Steven Wallace., Elaine Wallace, Richard Grant.

5th Sunday of Lent

1st. Reading – Isaiah 43:16-21 
The image of crossing the Red Sea and the destruction of the 
Egyptians was the prelude to crossing in to the Promised Land. 
The image of passing through the waters to encounter God’s 
Promise is what we still celebrate.

Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, it seemed like a 
dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, on our lips there 
were songs.

The heathens themselves said ‘What marvels the Lord worked 
for them!’ What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we 
were glad.

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears will sing when they reap.

They go out, they go out, full of tears, carrying seed for the 
sowing: They come back, they come back, full of song, carrying 
their sheaves.

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

2nd Reading – Philippians 3:8-14 
This passage concludes with Paul’s famous image of running the 
good race to capture the prize. In Paul’s terns, now is the time to 
seek the prize which God calls us to receive in Christ Jesus.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 
With all your heart turn to me, for I am tender and 
compassionate.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory! 

Gospel – John 8:1-11 
After St. Luke’s strong parable of forgiveness in today’s passage 
Jesus challenges the legalism of the Scribes and Pharisees who 
were so willing to punish the woman caught in adultery.

Next week’s reading: 1             Isaiah 50:4-7 
   2  Philippians 2:6-11 
   Gospel  Luke 22:14-23:56

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his bishops, 
clergy and religious that they may guide 
their people to understand God as a Father 
who loves and cares for us his children.

Lord, we pray for the leaderships in both 
civic and religious communities. May they all 
share the vision of proclaiming hope and 
peace promised by Jesus.

Lord, we pray that our Christian community 
be one in faith. May the dif ferent 
preferences or devotions not be a source of 
tension and division but an expression of 
the truly Catholic openness to all.

Lord, we pray for all the intentions and 
targets of Project Compassion. May the 
combined benefit of the sacrifices at the 
grass roots of parishes this Lent be a year 
long source of compassion and support to 
those in need.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently John Holdsworth 
and those whose anniversaries occur about 
this time Emina Ocbazghi, Graham 
Fisher, Pat Calleya, Josephine 
O’Brien, Margaret Dines, Mary 
Connell, James, Connell, Margaret 
McIntosh, Jack McIntosh.

 

Collections: March 30/31, 2019 

1st Collection: $1417
2nd Collection: $873 

1st Collection goes to the 
Friars, and the 2nd 

collection goes to the 
running costs of the Parish.

Sat 06
Sun 07
Sat 13 
Sun 14

READERS 
Ann M

Brian & Mavis 
Janet

Natalie & Rick

E.M.E 

Doris & Teresa

Teresa & Carmel 

HOSPITALITY 

Andy & Geraldine

Donovan Family 

FLOWERS
Ann & Priska

Doris


