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‘Happy those servants whom 
the master finds awake when 

he comes.’ (Lk 12:37)

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

The Liturgy on this 19th Sunday of Ordinary Time prepares us in a certain way for the Solemnity of 
Mary’s Assumption into Heaven, which we will be celebrating on 15 August. Indeed, it is fully oriented 
to the future, to Heaven, where the Blessed Virgin Mary has preceded us in the joy of Paradise.
In particular, the Gospel passage, continuing last Sunday’s message, asks Christians to detach 
themselves from material goods, which are for the most part illusory, and to do their duty faithfully, 
constantly aspiring to Heaven. May the believer remain alert and watchful to be ready to welcome 
Jesus when he comes in his glory.
By means of examples taken from everyday life, the Lord exhorts his disciples, that is, us, to live with 
this inner disposition, like those servants in the parable who were waiting for their master’s return. 
“Blessed are those servants”, he said, “whom the master finds awake when he comes” (Lk 12:37). We 
must therefore watch, praying and doing good.
It is true, we are all travellers on earth, as the Second Reading of today’s liturgy from the Letter to 
the Hebrews appropriately reminds us. It presents Abraham to us in the clothes of a pilgrim, as a 
nomad who lives in a tent and sojourns in a foreign land. He has faith to guide him.
“By faith”, the sacred author wrote, “Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place which 
he was to receive as an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was to go” (Heb 11:8).
Indeed, Abraham’s true destination was “the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God” (11:10). The city to which he was alluding is not in this world but is the heavenly Jerusalem, 
Paradise.
This was well known to the primitive Christian community, which considered itself “alien” here 
below and called its populated nucleuses in the cities “parishes”, which means, precisely, colonies of 
foreigners [in Greek, pároikoi] (cf. I Pt 2:11). In this way, the first Christians expressed the most 
important characteristic of the Church, which is precisely the tension of living in this life in light of 
Heaven.
Today’s Liturgy of the Word, therefore, desires to invite us to think of “the life of the world to come”, 
as we repeat every time we make our profession of faith with the Creed. It is an invitation to spend 
our life wisely and with foresight, to consider attentively our destiny, in other words, those realities 
which we call final: death, the last judgement, eternity, hell and Heaven. And it is exactly in this way 
that we assume responsibility for the world and build a better world.
May the Virgin Mary, who watches over us from Heaven, help us not to forget that here on earth we 
are only passing through, and may she teach us to prepare ourselves to encounter Jesus, who is 
“seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead”.  

Pope Benedict XVI
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GOSPEL REFLECTION

Faith of Our Fathers

We are born of the faith of our fathers, descending 
from a great cloud of witnesses whose faith is 
attested to on every page of Scripture (see Hebrews 
12:1). We have been made His people, chosen for His 
own inheritance, as we sing in this Sunday’s Psalm.
The Liturgy this week sings the praises of our 
fathers, recalling the defining moments in our “family 
history.” In the Epistle, we remember the calling of 
Abraham; in the First Reading we relive the night of 
the Exodus and the summons of the holy children of 
Israel.
Our fathers, we are told, trusted in the Word of God, 
put their faith in His oaths. They were convinced that 
what He promised, He would do.
None of them lived to see His promises made good. 
For it was not until Christ and His Church that 
Abraham’s descendants were made as countless as 
the stars and sands (see Galatians 3:16–17, 29). It was 
not until His Last Supper and the Eucharist that “the 
sacrifice . . . the divine institution” of that first 
Passover was truly fulfilled.
And now we too await the final fulfilment of what 
God has promised us in Christ. As Jesus tells us in 
this week’s Gospel, we should live with our loins 
girded—as the Israelites tightened their belts, 
cinched up their long robes and ate their Passover 
standing, vigilant and ready to do His will (see 
Exodus 12:11; 2 Kings 4:29).
The Lord will come at an hour we do not expect. He 
will knock on our door (see Revelation 3:20), inviting 
us to the wedding feast in the better homeland, the 
heavenly one that our fathers saw from afar, and 
which we begin to taste in each Eucharist.
As they did, we can wait with “sure knowledge,” His 
Word like a lamp lighting our path (see Psalm 
119:105). Our God is faithful, and if we wait in faith, 
hope in His kindness, and love as we have been loved, 
we will receive His promised blessing and be 
delivered from death.

Scott HahnCATECHISM CORNER
 

Human Freedom in the Economy of Salvation (n. 1742)

Freedom and grace. The grace of Christ is not in 
the slightest way a rival of our freedom when this 
freedom accords with the sense of the true and the 
good that God has put in the human heart. On the 
contrary, as Christian experience attests especially 
in prayer, the more docile we are to the promptings 
of grace, the more we grow in inner freedom and 
confidence during trials, such as those we face in 
the pressures and constraints of the outer world. 
By the working of grace the Holy Spirit educates us 
in spiritual freedom in order to make us free 
collaborators in his work in the Church and in the 
world.

‘The saints 
did not all 
begin well, 

but they 
ended well.’

 
- St John Vianney

ALPHA
Season has started and will be in the parish hall 
every Friday evening, 7pm. 
 

Alpha is for anyone who’s curious and wants to learn 
more about the faith.  The gatherings are designed to 
encourage conversation and explore the 
Christian faith in a friendly environment.  It 
is a great opportunity to invite people who 
don’t normally come to Mass. 
 
See parish website for details:  
stspeterandpauls.com/alpha  

FRIDAY MORNINGS 
Starting from this 

Friday 2nd August  
we will be trialling a new Mass time for Friday mornings 
that will be followed by a time of Adoration and then 

morning tea.  
 

Mass 10am |  Adoration 10:30am Morning Tea 11am

Thursday 15th Aug  
Holy Day of Obligation 
Reminder that this Thursday 15th 

August is the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of Mary. It is a Holy 

Day of Obligation.  
 

Mass times:  
8am  &  7pm



FEAST OF THE WEEK 

The Assumption of Mary - 15th August  
The Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary celebrates when Mary, ‘having 
completed her course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into 
heavenly glory’. Although defined as an article of faith by Pope Pius XII just 
over half a century ago, the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven has been 
accepted from back to the earliest of Christian times. Pope Pius XII 
deliberately left open the question of whether Mary died before her 
Assumption. Some Catholics believe that Mary first died before being 
assumed, but that she was miraculously resurrected before being assumed. 
Others believe she was assumed bodily into Heaven without first dying. 
Either understanding may be legitimately held by Catholics. This important 
feast allows us to revere the wonder and mystery of human life and our 
bodies. We are beautiful and holy when our whole persons are members of 
Christ’s Body.

Father’s Day Raffle
The craft group has put together 4 great prizes for the 

Father's day raffle.  
Tickets are 3 for $5 and will be on sale after Mass from 

August, and will be drawn after the 10am Mass
on Father’s Day, Sunday 1st September. 

Winter Warmer 2019  

The first will be held on Wednesday August 14th at 
7pm, at the Emerald Hotel (no stairs).  

The next will be held on Wednesday September 18th.
 
This is a chance to share time enjoying the company of fellow 
parishioners and for new parishioners to come along and 
introduce themselves. The talk normally goes for about 20-30 
minutes with a time for questions afterwards.   Our speaker will 
be Olwen Smith – Immigrating, being a triplet and a welcoming 
church.
Meals and drinks will be available at bar prices. The Emerald 
Hotel is situated at Clarendon Streets, easily accessible by car 
and tram. As bookings are required, a signup sheet is now 
available at the back of the Church.

Sponsors of the Mary Glowrey Lecture:
Australian Catholic University 
Catholic Women’s League of Victoria & Wagga Wagga Inc  
(A0017514E / ABN 18 342 098 335) 
Mary Glowrey Heritage Limited (ABN 39 604 292 346) • C • W • L •
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FROM COMMON 
GROUND TO 
CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTION 
Catholic reflections 
on life and death in a context 
of state sponsored euthanasia

The 2019 Mary Glowrey Lecture will be  
delivered by the Archbishop of Melbourne, 
Most Rev. Peter A. Comensoli DD STL MLitt PhD.

Tuesday 27 August 2019
7:00 pm

An introduction to the life and legacy  
of Dr Sr Mary Glowrey JMJ by  
Mary Glowrey Museum Curator Fiona Power  
will precede the lecture.

All are welcome to this free public lecture. 
Cathedral Hall, Australian Catholic University,
20 Brunswick St, Fitzroy.

The evening will conclude with music from the Choir of Newman College.

Refreshments to follow.

To assist with catering, please RSVP: maryglowreylecture@gmail.com
Details: www.maryglowreymuseum.info or phone (03) 9416 4674

Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli

MUS EUM
MARY
GLOWREY

WELCOME 
ARCHBISHOP 

PETER

We l c o m e t o o u r 
A r c h b i s h o p P e t e r 
Comenso l i , who i s 
visiting our parish this 
weekend to celebrate 
the 6pm Saturday Vigil 
Mass.

CONTACT DETAILS

Please fill out ‘contact details’ cards that 
you’ll find on your pews and at the back 

of the church.  
 

We are looking to get a fuller list of all 
parishioners, so that we can more easily 

keep in touch.  
 

One thing that is planned is a regular 
email bulletin.  



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Celestina Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, james Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace.

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon: Look to your covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life 
of your poor ones for ever. Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget 
not the cries of those who seek you.

1st Reading – Wisdom 18:6-9                  
We reflect on Exodus and the Liberation from Egypt. The same events were 
salvation to the Jews and destruction to their enemies.

Responsorial Psalm - will be sung at 6pm Mass 
Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be His own. 

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 
for praise fitting for loyal hearts.
They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 
the people He has chosen as His own.

The Lord looks on those who revere Him, 
on those who hope in His love, 
to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine.

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 
The Lord is our help and our shield.
May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
as we place all our hope in you.

Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be His own. 

2nd Reading – Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 
We hear a passage which is one of the clearest descriptions of faith in the 
scriptures. It shows faith is a response to God’s plan, accepting the belief in 
God and how our decisions in life are determined by faith, and Abraham 
serves a model to illustrate this.

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Be watchful and ready: you know not when the Son of Man is coming.          
Alleluia!

Gospel – Luke 12:32-48 
We hear how Jesus shows His disciples how faith and confidence in Him 
should direct their plans. For all of us, there is no need for fear or anxiety if 
we trust God’s plan.

Next week’s reading: 1 Jeremiah 38:4-6. 8-10
                                 2 Hebrew 12:1-4
                                   Gospel Luke 12:49-53

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his bishops, 
clergy and religious that as leaders in the 
Church they may encourage their people to 
find the real treasure which is God himself.

Lord, we pray that through our openness to 
the God of love, we may find the courage to 
struggle against injustice regardless of the 
consequences.
 
Lord, we pray that we use what power we 
have for the enrichment of life and that we 
will not be afraid to admit our errors.

Lord, we pray that we, who have been given so 
much, may have a Christ-like attitude towards 
those who have less.

Lord, we pray that we may learn to sacrifice 
our comfort, our time, ourselves, in fulfilment 
of Christ’s commandment, that we love one 
another.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently Chris Harvey, Ada 
Alberti and Winston Alaomo, Laurence Yon, 
and those whose anniversaries occur about 
this time Lillian Barnes, Leo O’Brien, Mary 
Hennessy, Sr. Judith Sullivan, May Melvey, 
Patrick Leonard, Mary Pearson, Sr Adrienne 
Kerr, Fr. Bill Jordan.

Collections: August 3/4, 2019 

1st Collection: $1146
2nd Collection: $973 

Online thanksgiving (July): $1245 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 10
Sun 11
Sat 17 
Sun 18

READERS
Geraldine & Janet 

Rick & Natalie
Ashley

 Carmel & Ann T

E.M.E 

   Carmel & Doris

Doris & Mario 

HOSPITALITY 

Colin & Geraldine
 

   Andy & Geraldine 

FLOWERS
Geraldine F & Sue

Doris


