
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    18th October 2020 

 

29th Sunday Ordinary Time A 
 

‘Caesar and the King’ 
 

The Lord is king over all the earth, as we sing in today’s Psalm. Governments rise 
and fall by His permission, with no authority but that given from above (see John 
19:11; Romans 13:1).  In effect, God says to every ruler what He tells King Cyrus in 
today’s First Reading: “I have called you . . . though you knew me not.” 
 

The Lord raised up Cyrus to restore the Israelites from exile, and to rebuild Jerusalem 
(see Ezra 1:1–4). Throughout salvation history, God has used foreign rulers for the 
sake of His chosen people. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened to reveal God’s power 
(see Romans 9:17). Invading armies were used to punish Israel’s sins (see 2 
Maccabees 6:7–16). 
 

The Roman occupation during Jesus’ time was, in a similar way, a judgment on 
Israel’s unfaithfulness. Jesus’ famous words in today’s Gospel: “Repay to Caesar” 
are a pointed reminder of this. And they call us, too, to keep our allegiances straight. 
The Lord alone is our king. His kingdom is not of this world (see John 18:36) but it 
begins here in His Church, which tells of His glory among all peoples. Citizens of 
heaven (see Philippians 3:20), we are called to be a light to the world (see Matthew 
5:14)—working in faith, laboring in love, and enduring in hope, as today’s Epistle 
counsels. 
 

We owe the government a concern for the common good and obedience to laws—
unless they conflict with God’s commandments as interpreted by the Church 
(see Acts 5:29). But we owe God everything. The coin bears Caesar’s image. But 
we bear God’s own image (see Genesis 1:27). We owe Him our very lives—all our 
heart, mind, soul, and strength, offered as a living sacrifice of love (see Romans 
12:1–2). 
 

We should pray for our leaders, that like Cyrus they do God’s will (see 1 Timothy 
2:1–2)—until from the rising of the sun to its setting, all humanity knows that Jesus 
is Lord. 
 
Scott Hahn 

 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 
 

Parish administrator:            
Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap 

Parish secretary: 
Mon, Tues and Thurs 
9:30am–3pm 

Emerald Hill Mission (EHM) 

CONTACT US: 

Phone 
9690 5895 (parish) 
0409 417 412 (EHM) 

Email 
stspeterandpauls@gmail.com 
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Web 
stspeterandpauls.com 

 
MASS TIMES (temporary) 
Sunday  10am, 12 noon  
               5pm  
Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Friday: 8am & 9am  
Saturday:       10am  
 
Confession Times:  
Sat 10:30am, 5:15pm 
 
Book online for detail: 
stspeterandpauls.com 

 
 

“If you belong to the world, the world would love you as its own. 
Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you 

out of the world- therefore the world hates you.” 
                                                       

                                                                                 John 15:19 
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The eSafety Commissioner has recently published a free e-book 
resource 'Online safety for grandparents and carers' which provides 
advice about online safety issues that children and young people may 
experience. This resource provides “key advice about online safety 
issues that can affect children and young people” including practical tips 
to help grandparents and carers to talk about these issues with children 
and young people and manage them.  Helpful topics include: setting up 
devices safely; managing time online; preventing unsafe contact from 
strangers as well as a guide to some of the most popular sites and apps. 

Grandparents and carers can order a hard copy or download and view 
the resource online: 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/seniors/online-safety-grandparents-carers 

Meditation & Mindfulness Reflection 
 

'Meditation & Mindfulness - Reflection event via Zoom', Saturday 7 Nov 2020, 10am-1pm. Facilitated by 
Carol Dyer (B.A. (Psych), Transpersonal & Experiential Psychotherapy Level 5 (Trainer), Cert. Spiritual 
Direction), this event provides the opportunity to broaden your ways of accessing your inner world and 
listening to what God is inviting you to at this time. There will be some input to enable participants to learn 
some theory of meditation and mindfulness practices as well as time away from the Zoom screen for 
meditation and mindfulness practise. Cost $25. Bookings and payment via Trybooking 
at https://www.trybooking.com/663916   For more information, contact holsc@bigpond.com or tel 9890 
1101. 

 

Sts Peter and Pauls Safeguarding Children and Young People Commitment 
 
 

Saints Peter and Paul Parish South Melbourne holds the care, safety and wellbeing of children as a fundamental 
responsibility of the Church. This commitment is drawn from, and inherent to, the teaching and mission of Jesus 
Christ, with love, justice and the dignity of each human person at the heart of the Gospel. A culture of safety within 
the Church ensures that children can actively and fully participate in the life of the Church and realise their potential 
in a faith community. 
 
We are committed to upholding the safety and dignity of each child and young person and ensuring that they 
are able to grow and develop in a caring and supportive environment in our Church.  
 
We are committed to creating a child safe culture across the Archdiocese that safeguards children and young 
people from all forms of abuse.  
 
We are committed to zero tolerance of all forms child abuse and discrimination, and will always act to 
safeguard children and young people and report suspected abuse promptly to the appropriate authorities. 
 
We are committed to ensuring that all persons who have, or may be expected to have, contact with children 
and young people acknowledge their responsibility to safeguard children and young people from abuse and 
discrimination. 
For the full version of the Policy and Statement of commitment go to www.stspeterandpauls.com 
 



   

  

 

 

           

                                                                         

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

St John Paul II 
22nd October 
 

Pope John Paul II, born Karol Józef Wojtyła ( 18 May 1920 – 2 April 2005) the 
first non-Italian pope since the 16th-century Pope Adrian VI. He was the head 
of the Catholic Church and sovereign of the Vatican City State from 1978 until 
his death in 2005. John Paul II was the second longest-serving pope in 
modern history after Pope Pius IX. John Paul II significantly improved the 
Catholic Church's relations with Judaism, Islam, and the Eastern Orthodox 
Church. He upheld the Church's teachings on such matters as the right to life, 
artificial contraception, the ordination of women, and a celibate clergy, and 
although he supported the reforms of the Second Vatican Council, he was 
seen as generally conservative in their interpretation. John Paul II's cause for 
canonisation commenced one month after his death with the traditional five-
year waiting period waived. On 19 December 2009, John Paul II was 
proclaimed venerable by his successor, Benedict XVI, and was beatified on 1 
May 2011 (Divine Mercy Sunday) after the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints attributed one miracle to his intercession, the healing of a French nun 
called Marie Simon Pierre from Parkinson's disease. A second miracle was 
approved on 2 July 2013, and confirmed by Pope Francis two days later. John 
Paul II was canonised on 27 April 2014 (again Divine Mercy Sunday), together 
with Pope John XXIII.                                                                                                     Wikipedia 

   

 

 
Word on Fire are offering a free screening of their acclaimed Catholicism Series - 10 wonderful videos, over 
500 minutes of content, to celebrate its 10-year anniversary. 
 

This is great opportunity for you to celebrate our Catholic Faith and to reach out to every parishioners. It's the 
ultimate Evangelising tool. 
 

All you have to do is click in the link below to get immediate access to the first video. This link is also available 
in Sts Peter and Pauls website.  
 

https://catholicismseries.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR3Or0H9ADhDKVTPnBRmWHJDamczLn85N6W1VmQmczdol
_qRG8fMsEKklKA 

 



 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Miles Bunteski, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Teresa 
Sheehan. 
 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

Entrance Antiphon: To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O 
God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me as the apple of 
your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 
 
1st Reading – Isaiah 45:1.4-6 
God chooses the most unlikely persons to bring about His kingdom. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Give the Lord glory and honour. 
 
O sing a new song to the Lord, sing to the Lord all the earth. 
Tell among the nations His glory and His wonders among all the 
peoples. 
 
The Lord is great and worthy of praise, to be feared above all gods; 
The gods of the heaths are naught, it was the Lord who made the 
heavens. 
 
Give the Lord, you families of peoples, give the Lord glory and power, 
Give the Lord the glory of His name. Bring an offering and enter His 
courts. 
 
Worship the Lord in His temple, O earth, tremble before Him. 
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is King.’ He will judge the peoples in 
fairness. 
 
Give the Lord glory and honour. 
 
2nd Reading – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5 
St. Paul praises the Thessalonians because they have been chosen 
by God and have responded in faith, hope and love. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering it the word of life. 
Alleluia. 
 
Gospel – Matthew 22:15-21 
Jesus reminds us that as Christians we also have secular obligations 
– that we must give to men what is right and just. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1st       Exodus 22:20-26 
    2nd      1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
    Gospel      Matthew 22:34-40 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

 

We pray that Pope Francis’ appeal for a 
new spirit of global friendship breaks down 
all the barriers between us.  
 

We pray for the Church: that we may 
manifest each day the work of faith, the 
labour of love, and the endurance of hope 
that is ours as God’s people. 
 

We pray for Wisdom: that God will guide us 
in fulfilling our civic responsibilities without 
compromising our discipleship and service 
of God. 
 

We pray for all who are seeking 
employment: that God will give them 
strength and help them find opportunities to 
use their skills and talents. 
 

We pray for all who serve in mission 
territories: that God will strengthen their 
spirits and help them to be effective 
witnesses to the Gospel. 
 

We pray for all who have succumbed to 
increased gambling, drinking or violence 
during the pandemic. May they break free 
from these destructive habits. 
 

We remember with compassion our family 
and friends who have gone before us. Hold 
them in your keeping, especially those who 
have died recently and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time 
Marianna Piscioneri, Anne Donnelly, Jody 
Nithsdale, Jimmy Smith, Caterina LaChina, 
Tomasso Martin, Graeme Stone, Patrick 
McCarron, Teresa Ho. 
 
 
 Online per week (September): $1280 

 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs 

of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

Masses have recommenced. 
Unfortunately, only 5 people at a time can attend. 

Please check our Parish website for Mass times and booking register. 
Individual bookings are required for each person attending.   

Carol 


