
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars 

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 

23th Feb 2020 

 
The Seventh Sunday in The Ordinary Time A 

 

Holy as God 
 

We are called to the holiness of God. That is the extraordinary claim made in both 
the First Reading and Gospel this Sunday. 
 
Yet how is it possible that we can be perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect? 
 
Jesus explains that we must be imitators of God as His beloved children (Ephesians 
5:1–2). 
 
As God does, we must love without limit—with a love that does not distinguish 
between friend and foe, overcoming evil with good (see Romans 12:21). 
 
Jesus Himself, in His Passion and death, gave us the perfect example of the love 
that we are called to. 
 
He offered no resistance to the evil—even though He could have commanded twelve 
legions of angels to fight alongside Him. He offered His face to be struck and spit 
upon. He allowed His garments to be stripped from Him. He marched as His enemies 
compelled Him to the Place of the Skull. On the cross He prayed for those who 
persecuted Him (see Matthew 26:53–54, 67; 27:28, 32; Luke 23:34). 
 
In all this He showed Himself to be the perfect Son of God. By His grace, and 
through our imitation of Him, He promises that we too can become children of our 
heavenly Father. 
 
God does not deal with us as we deserve, as we sing in this week’s Psalm. He loves 
us with a Father’s love. He saves us from ruin. He forgives our transgressions. 
 
He loved us even when we had made ourselves His enemies through our sinfulness. 
While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us (see Romans 5:8). 
 
We have been bought with the price of the blood of God’s only Son (see 1 
Corinthians 6:20). We belong to Christ now, as St. Paul says in this week’s Epistle. 
By our baptism, we have been made temples of His Holy Spirit. 
 
And we have been saved to share in His holiness and perfection. So let us glorify 
Him by our lives lived in His service, loving as He loves. 
 
 
Scott Hahn 

 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 
 

Parish administrator:            
Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap 

Parish secretary: 
Mon, Tues and Thurs 
9:30am–3pm 

Emerald Hill Mission (EHM) 

CONTACT US: 

Phone 
9690 5895 (parish) 
0409 417 412 (EHM) 

Email 
stspeterandpauls@gmail.com 

Facebook 
@stspeterandpauls 

Web 
stspeterandpauls.com 

MASS TIMES 

Sunday                10am 
Saturday (Vigil)      6pm 
Mon–Thurs            8am 
Friday                  10am 
Saturday              10am  

CONFESSION TIMES 

Saturday          10.30am 

                          5.30pm 

 
 

COMING UP 
Ash Wednesday Mass 

26th February 2020 
9.15am 
7.00 pm 

 



 

   

 

 



 

 

 
  

Nicki McShanag 
 
 

 
 

 
 

I found Nicki washing up in the Backyard around 
lunchtime on Thursday, along with Br Michael and 

other volunteers. 
How did you find yourself here, Nicki?  

(laughing) First up, my husband volunteered my 
services to Fr Dean! But it was really after chatting with 

Angela who also works in the backyard that I started 
coming.  

I really enjoy coming here. I’ve not had much to do with 
the friars but after working here and seeing what they 

do, I’m impressed with how hard they work to help 
people. They are very selfless and forgiving. Once or 

twice I even brought my children here to see how 
valuable work could be, even if it wasn’t paid work.  

Why Sts Peter & Pauls? 

We’ve lived in South Melbourne for a long time. We 
were married here by Fr Cyril Blake who was a family 
friend; Our children were baptised here by Fr Bob. We 
used to just come to Fr Bob’s Christmas masses. They 

were great and the church was packed. We’re more 
involved now. It’s good. 

About being Catholic 

As well as having a mixed cultural history, our faith 
history is mixed too. I was brought up in the Anglican 

tradition while my husband was brought up in the 
tradiion. They are very similar and Peter & Pauls works 

for us as a family.  

On multiculturalism 

My husband and I are both Australian from a couple of 
generations, but our ancestry is a mix of English, Irish, 

Italian and American. It’s funny to see the greater 
family together — a great mix of red, blonde, black, 

curly and straight hair!  

 

 
Dear Fr. John and Parishioners, 
 
Being taken by surprise at the end of Mass last 
Sunday by your kind words, Sue’s moving tribute 
and those magnificent presents, I was left at a loss 
for adequate words. So, may I here reiterate more 
coherently my thanks to you all. 
 
Over the years your kind compliments and 
expressions of gratitude for my efforts have been 
very much appreciated and assured me of your 
support at all times. My hope is that my music has 
enhanced the parish worship and lifted hearts to the 
Lord. 
 
May I take this opportunity to give special thanks to 
all the Parish Priests I have worked with here and 
those parishioners with whom I have worked more 
closely. They know who they are. 
 
Being your organist has given me much joy, 
 
May God bless you all, 
Kate. 
 

 

 

 
     
 
Craft group - We are seeking lavender to be used for 
items for our Mother's Day stall, if any one has any 
available now or maybe in a few weeks could you contact 
Carol on 0402 522 364.  Save the date for our Mother's 
Day stall Sunday April 26th directly after the 10am Mass. 
 

 
FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 
The Chair of Saint Peter 
22nd February 
 
The Chair of Saint Peter (Latin: Cathedra Petri), also known as the Throne of Saint 
Peter, is a relic conserved in St. Peter's Basilica in Vatican City, the sovereign 
enclave of the Pope inside Rome, Italy. The relic is a wooden throne that tradition 
claims the Apostle Saint Peter, the leader of the Early Christians in Rome and first 
Pope, used as Bishop of Rome. The relic is enclosed in a sculpted gilt bronze 
casing designed by Gian Lorenzo Bernini and executed between 1647 and 
1653.[1] In 2012, Pope Benedict XVI described the chair as "a symbol of the 
special mission of Peter and his Successors to tend Christ’s flock, keeping it united 
in faith and in charity."  



 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill: Sr Annunciata, Valda 
Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, 
Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie 
Breen, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser,  Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard, Miles 
Bunteski, Colin Crawford, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino. 

 

7th Sunday of Ordinary time - Year A 
 
 
Entrance Antiphon: O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. My heart 
will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord who has been 
bountiful with me. 
 

1st Reading – Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 
This Old Testament passage is the basis of the phrase quoted by 
Jesus himself, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

My soul, gives thanks to the Lord, all my being, bless His Holy 
name. My soul, gives thanks to the Lord and never forget all His 
blessings. 
 

It is He who forgives all your guilt, who helps every one of your ills, 
Who redeems your life from the grave, who crowns you with love 
and compassion. 
 

The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
He does not treat us according to our sins nor repay us according to 
our faults. As far as the east is from the west so far does He remove 
our sins. 
 

As a father has compassion on his sons the Lord has pity on those 
who fear him. 
 

The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 3:16-23 
Paul calls us ‘God’s Temple’, the place where the Spirit dwells, this 
is a great responsibility and can be rich source of inspiration for us 
in showing forth the Fruits of the Spirit. 
 

ALLELUIA, Alleluia        Whoever keeps the word of Christ, grows 
perfect in the love of God.           Alleluia! 
 

Gospel – Matthew 5:38-48 
Matthew continues Jesus’ rabbinical-style teaching on the Mount 
and opens up new insights to the command to love our neighbour 
 

Next week’s readings: 1s   Isaiah 49:14-15 
    2nd  1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
    Gospel  Matthew 6:24-34 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

 
We pray together: 

 
Lord, we pray that we may never dismiss 
one another as worthless; but strive 
always to see the good, the beautiful, 
and the heroic in every human being. 
 
Lord, we pray that the men and women 
who lead our world will come to learn the 
wisdom of God, to realise how much they 
gain by sharing with others, and how 
powerful they can be when they make 
peace with their enemies. 
 
Lord, we pray for quiet achievers, those 
who, without fanfare, dedicate 
themselves to be of service to others; 
who give without counting the cost, fight 
without heeding the wounds, who seek 
no reward other than doing your will. 
 
Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently James 
Quinn and those whose anniversaries 
occur about this time Nellie Decker, 
Jacqueline Everitt, Mary Anne & John 
McNeill, Joseph & Connie Grima, Justin 
Connell, George Murphy, Geoff & Joan 
Ryan, Kathleen Arasu,Tom & Beryl 
Bewar. 

Collections: Feb 15/16, 2020 
 

1st Collection: $1310 
2nd Collection: $947 

Online per week (Nov): $350 
 
 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs 

of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

 
Sat  22 
Sun 23 
Sat  29  
Sun   1 
 

READERS 
Randy 

Eileen & Olwen 
Angela 

Janet & Ann 

E.M.E 
  

Mario & Geraldine F 
        

Geraldine F & Merlyn 

HOSPITALITY 
 

Geraldine & Jane 
 

Denis & Olwen 

 FLOWERS 
Vinolia & Doris 

 
Doris 

 
 


