
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

4th June 2021 

Feast of Solemnity of Sts Peter and Paul 

June 29 is the combined celebration of Saints Peter and Paul, both apostles and martyrs. It is 
a solemnity, the highest rank for a liturgical feast. 

The Body of Christ, the Church, is a great structure, with Jesus as the keystone, the 
fellowship of believers as living stones (1 Pt 2:5), and the apostles with their preaching and 
teaching as the firm and solid foundation (see Eph 2:20). Of the apostles, Peter and Paul 
stand above the rest, the two greatest builders of the foundation. The Preface explains their 
contribution. Peter is foremost in confessing the faith, the one who established the early 
Church from the remnant of Israel; while Paul is the outstanding preacher of the faith, the 
master and teacher of the Gentiles. Each of them in a different way gathered together the 
one family of Christ (Roman Missal, 740). 

Both Peter and Paul are considered apostles, Peter because he was called by Jesus at the 
Sea of Galilee (Mt 4:18-20; Mk 1:16-18; Lk 5:10) and commissioned with the keys to the 
kingdom (Mt 16:19) and as the shepherd of the sheep (Jn 21:15-17); and Paul because he 
was called by Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:4-6) and commissioned “to be an 
apostle and set apart to proclaim the gospel” (Rom 1:1). Peter is known as the “Prince of 
Apostles” and Paul is known as the “Apostle to the Gentiles.” 

The two spent very limited time with each other. The majority was private time, just the two 
of them alone. Peter shared his first-hand knowledge of Jesus, and Paul listened intently. 
They shared their faith, exchanged stories about their ministry, spoke of the privilege and 
challenge of preaching the gospel, and strategized about how to carry on. They would see 
each other again fourteen years later during the Council of Jerusalem in 51 AD (see Acts 
5:1-21). Each had a tremendous impact on the other. 

They worked great miracles and made numerous converts. Both made major contributions 
to Scripture. Peter probably was the eyewitness source for Mark and his gospel, and he 
wrote two Pastoral Epistles himself, 1 and 2 Peter; while Paul is the most prolific writer of 
the New Testament with thirteen letters attributed to him. 

Both Peter and Paul ended in Rome. They did not conduct their ministry jointly in Rome, 
but both eventually were arrested and jailed, and according to tradition, confined in the 
same place, the Mamertine Prison, possibly held together for months or more. Both died as 
martyrs. Peter was crucified upside down during the persecution of the Emperor Nero, either 
in 64 or 67 AD, while Paul was beheaded in 67. Both are patron saints of the city of Rome, 
and both have magnificent churches dedicated to them, St. Peter’s Vatican Basilica over 
the location of Peter’s tomb, and St. Paul Outside the Walls at the place where Paul was 
executed.                                                                 Source: https://thecatholicspirit.com/ 
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“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” 
- St. Peter, 1 Peter 5:7 

 
“We walk by faith, not by sight.” — St. Paul, 2 Corinthians 5:7 
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Pope: Be like Peter and Paul, free but humble 

 
Addressing the faithful gathered for the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Pope Francis tells the story of these 
two Apostoles and of how just like with them, Jesus neither judges nor humiliates us when we face fear. 
By Vatican News staff writer 
 
In his homily for the solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Pope Francis reflected on the central point: “Peter and 
Paul were free because they were set free”. 
Holy Mass in St. Peter's Basilica was celebrated in the presence of bishops and cardinals as well as a delegation 
from the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, led by Metropolitan Emmanuel of Chalcedon, who has come 
to Rome for the traditional exchange of delegations on the feast days of their respective patron saints. 
At the beginning of the celebration, four deacons descended into the Confessino situated beneath the Basilica 
to fetch the Pallia to be imposed on the metropolitan archbishops appointed this year. Pope Francis blessed the 
Pallia which are signs  "chosen to symbolize the reality of pastoral care," in the hope that those who will wear 
them may "recognize themselves as shepherds of the flock." 
 
Peter 
The Pope explained that “Peter, the fisherman from Galilee, was set free above all from his sense of inadequacy 
and his bitter experience of failure, thanks to the unconditional love of Jesus”. He said that Peter, a skilled 
fisherman, often thought of giving up when he saw that he would catch nothing. He tasted fear, explained the 
Pope. “Albeit a fervent disciple of the Lord, he continued to think by worldly standards, and thus failed to 
understand and accept the meaning of Christ’s cross. Even after saying that he was ready to give his life for 
Jesus, the mere suspicion that he was one of Christ’s disciples led him in fright to deny the Master”. 
“Jesus nonetheless loved Peter and was willing to take a risk on him”, explained the Pope. He encouraged Peter 
not to give up and gave him the courage to risk everything and the joy of becoming a fisher of men. “It was Peter 
whom Jesus called to strengthen his brothers in faith”, he added. 
All that was possible only because Peter himself had been set free, said the Pope. 
 
Paul 
Turning then to the Apostle Paul, Pope Francis noted that he, too, experienced the freedom brought by Christ. 
“He was set free from the most oppressive form of slavery, which is slavery to self”, noted the Pope. He was also 
set free from the religious fervor that had made him a zealous defender of his ancestral traditions and a cruel 
persecutor of Christians, said the Pope. God, however, did not spare him the frailties and hardships that rendered 
his mission of evangelization more fruitful and Paul thus came to realize that “God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong”, said the Pope. 
 
With us as with them 
“The Church looks to these two giants of faith and sees two Apostles who set free the power of the Gospel in our 
world, only because first they themselves had been set free by their encounter with Christ”, said the Pope. He 
stressed that they were neither judged nor humiliated by Jesus, who instead “shared their life with affection and 
closeness”. He does the same with us, said the Pope. 
We too have been touched by the Lord; we too have been set free.  Yet we need to be set free time and time 
again, for only a free Church is a credible Church.   
“Peter and Paul bequeath to us the image of a Church entrusted to our hands, yet guided by the Lord with fidelity 
and tender love”, said the Pope.  This, he described, is “a Church that is weak, yet finds strength in the presence 
of God.  A Church set free and capable of offering the world the freedom that the world by itself cannot give: 
freedom from sin and death, from resignation, and from the sense of injustice and the loss of hope that 
dehumanizes the lives of the women and men of our time” 
Ending his homily, Pope Francis noted that it is “in giving his life that the shepherd, himself set free, becomes a 
means of bringing freedom to his brothers and sisters”. We pray for all Pastors, concluded the Pope, for the 
Church and for all of us: that, set free by Christ, we may be apostles of freedom throughout the world. 
 

Source: https://www.vaticannews.va/ 



   

Safeguarding Corner 

 

 

Catholic Mission 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Thank you for your support to Catholic Mission for all the past years, again this year Catholic mission 

needs our assistance more than ever as they mentioned in their letter that..” The financial strain 

experienced by 2020 shutdowns cannot be underestimated. I know own parish will have felt the 

strain – but trust that you appreciate that the affect on our partners, like the Good Shepherd Sisters in 

Bangkok, has been immense. I truly thank you for making the effort to highlight our need at this time.  

Thank you for your support, which is never taken for granted and always gratefully received.”  

 

If you would like to know more information there is a streamlined the resource available online 

www.catholicmission.org.au/parishes 

 

Note: Sts Peter and Pauls, South Melbourne appeal date is scheduled for July 10th/11th 2021 

God Bless 
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Readers 
Adrian 

Merlyn & Carmel 
Angela 

 Gerry & Mario 
 

E.M.E 
 

Carmel  
 

Aline 
 

Flower Arrangement 
Priska & Ann 

 
Geraldine F & Sue  

 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Teresa Sheehan, Bob White, Joseph Barbara, Helen 
Keighery, Dale Cocker, Grace. 
 

 

  Feast of Sts Peter & Paul 
 

 

1st Reading – Acts 3:1-10  
When all the people saw the man walking and praising God, they 
recognized him as the one who used to sit begging at the 
Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they were filled with amazement 
and astonishment at what had happened to him. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Their message goes out through all the earth. 
 

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
proclaims his handiwork. Day pours out the word today; 
and night to night imparts knowledge. 
 
Not a word nor a discourse whose voice is not heard; through all 
the earth their voice resounds, 
and to the ends of the world, their message. 
 
Their message goes out through all the earth. 
 
2nd Reading – Galatians 1:11-20 
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the Gospel 
preached by me is not of human origin. For I did not receive it 
from a human being, nor was I taught it, but it came through a 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia!    Lord, you know everything: you know that I 
love you. 
 

Gospel – John 21:15-19 
“Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my 
sheep.” 
 
 

Next week’s readings:   1  Amos 7:12-15 
        2  Ephesians 1:17-18 
                    Gospel Mark 6:7-13 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 
 

We pray that the example of the apostles 
Peter and Paul will confirm our own 
dedication to the Christian faith, for which 
they gave their lives. 
 
We pray that the Word of God as 
preached by them, and written in our 
Scriptures, may take root in our heart and 
soul, and bear fruit there. 
 
We pray that we may always show a 
Christian spirit of mercy and solidarity 
with the less fortunate in our community. 
 
We pray for missionaries who bring the 
message of the gospel to those longing 
for the good news of salvation, we 
pray that others may hear the call to join 
them. 
 
We remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this 
time Maria Cimino, John Hunter, Tom 
Walsh, Lillian Leach, Gerald Schipmann, 
Jerry Hennessy, Leah Donnelly, Angelo 
Piscioneri, Fr Ronald Poulsen, Noel 
O’Connell, Malcolm Carter. 
 
 

Collections: June 26/27, 2021 
1st Collection : $775 

2nd Collection : $445.95 
Online (May) per week: $1,040 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to t 

he running costs of the Parish. 
EFT Donations: 

Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 
BSB: 083 155 

Account number: 515577466 


