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26th Sunday Ordinary Time
To Belong To Christ
Today’s Gospel begins with a scene that recalls a similar moment in the history
of Israel, the episode recalled in today’s First Reading. The seventy elders who
receive God’s Spirit through Moses prefigure the ministry of the Apostles.
Like Joshua in the First Reading, John makes the mistake of presuming that only
a select few are inspired and entrusted to carry out God’s plans. The Spirit blows
where it wills (see John 3:8), and God desires to bestow His Spirit on all the
people of God in every nation under heaven (see Acts 2:5, 38).
God can and will work mighty deeds through the most unexpected and unlikely
people. All of us are called to perform even our most humble tasks, such as giving
a cup of water, for the sake of His name and the cause of His kingdom.
John believes he is protecting the purity of the Lord’s name. But, really, he’s only
guarding his own privilege and status. It’s telling that the Apostles want to shut
down the ministry of an exorcist. Authority to drive out demons and unclean spirits
was one of the specific powers entrusted to the Twelve (see Mark 3:14–15; 6:7,
13).
Cleanse me from my unknown faults, we pray in today’s Psalm. Often, like Joshua
and John, perhaps without noticing it, we cloak our failings and fears under the
guise of our desire to defend Christ or the Church.
But as Jesus says today, instead of worrying about who is a real Christian and
who is not, we should make sure that we ourselves are leading lives worthy of
our calling as disciples (see Ephesians 1:4).
Does the advice we give, or the example of our actions, give scandal—causing
others to doubt or lose faith? Do we do what we do with mixed motives instead of
seeking only the Father’s will? Are we living, as this Sunday’s Epistle warns, for
our own luxury and pleasure while neglecting our neighbors?
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We need to keep meditating on His Law, as we sing in today’s Psalm. We need
to pray for the grace to detect our failings and to overcome them.

Scott Hahn

“13 I can do everything through Him
who gives me strength.”
Philippians 4:13

Further information: Homepage - Million Children Praying (acninternational.org)
ACN Australia - Campaigns - One Million Children Praying the Rosary (aidtochurch.org)

FEAST OF THE WEEK
St Michael, Gabriel and Raphael
29th September

Angels—messengers from God—appear frequently in Scripture, but only Michael,
Gabriel and Raphael are named.
Michael appears in Daniel’s vision as “the great prince” who defends Israel against
its enemies; in the Book of Revelation, he leads God’s armies to final victory over
the forces of evil. Devotion to Michael is the oldest angelic devotion, rising in the
East in the fourth century. The Church in the West began to observe a feast
honoring Michael and the angels in the fifth century.
Gabriel also makes an appearance in Daniel’s visions, announcing Michael’s role
in God’s plan. His best-known appearance is an encounter with a young Jewish
girl named Mary, who consents to bear the Messiah.
Raphael’s activity is confined to the Old Testament story of Tobit. There he
appears to guide Tobit’s son Tobiah through a series of fantastic adventures which
lead to a threefold happy ending: Tobiah’s marriage to Sarah, the healing of
Tobit’s blindness, and the restoration of the family fortune.
The memorials of Gabriel and Raphael were added to the Roman calendar in
1921. The 1970 revision of the calendar joined their individual feasts to Michael’s.

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa,
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi
McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Teresa Sheehan, Joseph Barbara, Helen Keighery, Dale Cocker, Grace, Lucie
Rodriguez, Simone Condon.
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
We pray together:

26th Sunday in ordinary time
Entrance Antiphon: All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have
done with true judgement, for we have sinned against you and not
obeyed your commandments. But give glory to your name and deal
with us according to the bounty of your mercy.
1st Reading – Numbers 11:25-29
We hear of situations in the early days of the people of Israel. The
jealousy and turf guarding amongst their early leaders were the
forerunners of similar problems amongst the disciples. Issues as old
as the human race.
Responsorial Psalm
The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

The fear of the Lord is holy, abiding forever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth and all of them just.

We pray for those who serve this
community in its worship and service of
the needy. May God give them generous
hearts.

So in them your servant finds instruction;
great reward is in their keeping.
But who can detect all his errors? From hidden faults acquit me.

We pray for those who suffer in mind,
body or spirit. May they find the strength
they need to cope with adversity.

From presumption restrain your servant and let it not rule me.
Then shall I be blameless, clean from grave sin.
The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.
2nd Reading – James 5:1-6
St. James challenges the rich to be conscious of all of the trickery
and exploitation in their daily business. Exploiting the poor is still an
issue today.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Your word, O Lord, is truth; make us holy in the truth. Alleluia!
Gospel – Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47- 48
We hear very different examples in the response to following Jesus.
Some guard their turf by trying to stop others who seek to do good.
Yet, Jesus promises a reward for the simplest of actions, like giving
someone water to drink.
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We pray for all who make our laws and
govern our society. May they act with
wisdom, fairness and compassion,
bringing healing and unity where there is
suffering and division.
We pray for children, parents and
teachers, that these school holidays will
be a time of rest and renewal, even in
COVID-restricted states.

The law of the Lord is perfect, it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, it gives wisdom to the simple.

Next week’s readings:

We pray for Pope Francis, his bishops,
clergy and religious that as leaders in the
Church they may encourage the faithful
to exercise their talents and gifts for the
benefit of the community.

Genesis 2:18-24
Hebrew 2:9-11
Mark 10:2-16

E.M.E
Merlyn
Sue

We remember with compassion our
family and friends who have gone before
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially
those who have died recently and those
whose anniversaries occur about this
time Thelma Cossen, John Rowe,
Ronald Musgrave, Alan Miller, William
Wharton, Snr., William Wharton, Jnr.
Online (August) per week: $1350
1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the
2nd collection goes to
the running costs of the Parish.
EFT Donations:
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul
BSB: 083 155
Account number: 515577466
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