
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   23rd August 2020 

 
21st Sunday Ordinary Time A 

 

‘Oh, the Depths!’ 
 

“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!” Paul exclaims in 
today’s Epistle. Today’s Psalm, too, takes up the triumphant note of joy and 
thanksgiving. Why? Because in the Gospel, the heavenly Father reveals the mystery 
of His kingdom to Peter. 
 
With Peter, we rejoice that Jesus is the anointed Son promised to David, the one 
prophesied to build God’s temple and reign over an everlasting kingdom (see 2 
Samuel 7). 
 
What Jesus calls “my Church” is the kingdom promised to David’s son (see Isaiah 
9:1–7). As we hear in today’s First Reading, Isaiah foretold that the keys to David’s 
kingdom would be given to a new master, who would rule as father to God’s people. 
 
Jesus, the root and offspring of David, alone holds the kingdom’s keys 
(see Revelation 1:18; 3:7; 22:16). In giving those keys to Peter, Jesus fulfills that 
prophecy, establishing Peter—and all who succeed him—as holy father of His 
Church. 
 
His Church, too, is the new house of God—the spiritual temple founded on the “rock” 
of Peter, and built up out of the living stones of individual believers (see 1 Peter 2:5). 
Abraham was called “the rock” from which the children of Israel were hewn 
(see Isaiah 51:1–2). And Peter becomes the rock from which God raises up new 
children of God (see Matthew 3:9). 
 
The word Jesus uses—“church” (ekklesia in Greek)—was used in the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament for the “assembly” of God’s children after the Exodus 
(see Deuteronomy 18:16; 31:30). 
 
His Church is the “assembly of the firstborn” (see Hebrews 12:23; Exodus 4:23–
24), established by Jesus’ exodus (see Luke 9:31). Like the Israelites, we are 
baptized in water, led by the Rock, and fed with spiritual food (see 1 Corinthians 
10:1–5). 
Gathered at His altar, in the presence of angels, we sing His praise and give thanks 
to His holy name. 
 
Scott Hahn 
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But Jesus beheld them, and said to them, With men this is 
impossible; but with God all things are possible                                                     

 
                                                                             Matthew 19: 26 
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Vale Colin:   

Colin Crawford passed away on Monday 10 August. Colin was truly 'born and bred South Melbourne'.  

He was born in Dalkeith (posted on this site just recently) in Albert Road in 1936, grew up in St Vincent Place, 
married Geraldine in 1965 and moved around the corner to Dundas Place, and then as our family got bigger, moved to 
Albert Road, just 30 metres from where he was born, and where he lived for the last 45 years until he died at home this 
week. He lived his entire life of almost 84 years in South Melbourne, within a 500 metre distance of where he was 
born. 

He went to school at St Peter and Paul's and was a lifelong parishioner of the church. He became a primary school 
teacher and taught at Middle Park Central School in the early/mid 60s, and Dorcas St in the late 60s/early 70s. He 
was Principal at Eastern Rd in the mid-70s and then at Middle Park Primary School from 1979-82. 

With his brother Jim, he joined South Melbourne Harriers (South Melbourne Athletic Club) in 1951, where he was 
President for 33 years from 1964, a competitor for 46 years and was made a life member. 

He played football for a number of local clubs - South Melbourne YCW U18s (Premiers 1954), South Melbourne City, 
South Melbourne Districts, South Melbourne U19s (6 games) and Esplanade Colts (Premiers 1957). He was made a 
life member of South Districts in 2002.  Written by Michael Crawford  

Colin’s funeral Mass was held on Friday 14th August and webcast live from our Church which had been Colin’s place 
of worship for all of his life. I for one was very grateful for the webcast as it gave so many people the chance to say 
‘Thank you’ and say good bye to him. I think along with Geraldine they were one of the first to offer their services for 
any event in our parish life, he served on many Parish councils, the finance committee and was involved in many other 
areas of parish life, and they were in many cases the first to welcome first comers to our community. 

He will be missed greatly by Geraldine and his children Ann, Michael and Jane, and to them we offer our deepest 
condolences and prayers.  
 
Cheer, Cheer the Red and the White. 
Carol 

 

Dear Colin, 
 

Thank You for The Memories 

 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

Saint Monica  
27th August 

Saint Monica (c.331/2−387)[1] (AD 322–387)[2] was an early African 
Christian saint and the mother of St. Augustine of Hippo. She is 
remembered and honoured in the Catholic and Orthodox Churches, albeit 
on different feast days, for her outstanding Christian virtues, particularly 
the suffering caused by her husband's adultery, and her prayerful life 
dedicated to the reformation of her son, who wrote extensively of her pious 
acts and life with her in his Confessions. Popular Christian legends recall 
Saint Monica weeping every night for her son Augustine. 



 

  

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Miles Bunteski, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Teresa 
Sheehan, Ann Trindade. 
 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save 
the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I cry to you all the day long. 
 

1st Reading – Isaiah 22:19-23 
Even in the Old Testament times, handing over the keys was a sign 
of conferring responsibility, authority and power to make decisions. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 
 

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart; you have heard the words of my 
mouth. Before the angels I will bless you. I will adore before your 
holy temple. 
 
I thank you for your faithfulness and love which excel all we ever 
knew of you. 
On that day I called, you answered; you increased the strength of 
my soul. 
 

The Lord is high yet He looks on the lowly and the haughty He 
knows from afar. Your love, O Lord, is eternal, discard not the work 
of your hands. 
 

Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your 
hands. 
 
2nd Reading – Romans 11:33-36 
Paul exclaims in wonderment; how deep is the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 
You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my church; the gates of 
hell will not hold out against it.   Alleluia! 
 
Gospel – Matthew 16:13-20 
Peter’s profession of faith, and Christ’s promise to him. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1st   Jeremiah 20:7-9 
    2nd  Romans 12:1-2 
    Gospel  Matthew 16:21-27 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray for Pope Francis, and all his 
bishops and priests, that they will bear 
constant and joyful witness to the Son of 
God. 
 

We pray for the leaders of nations, that 
they will promote world peace by 
renouncing the testing and storing of 
nuclear weapons. 
 

We pray for the world community, that 
remembrance of the abolition of the slave 
trade will herald an end to human 
trafficking. 
 

We pray for all whose work or 
volunteering benefits the community, that 
their service will inspire us to care more 
lovingly for one another. 
 

We pray for those facing greater loss 
because of the COVID pandemic, that 
just economic measures will ease their 
burden. 
 

We pray for all whose mental health is at 
breaking point, that they will reach out for 
the help that is offered to them. 
 

We pray for families and friends unable to 
come together for celebrations of joy or of 
sorrow, that bonds of love will keep them 
united. 
  

We remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently Sue 
Sherman and those whose anniversaries 
occur about this time John Fogarty, Joyce  

Collection : $- 
Online per week (July): $1195 

 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

Your prayers are also requested for our neighbours: 
David, Eddie, George, Glen, Jimmy, Minnie, Ms $2 please, Neville, Veejay, George, Linda, 

Shane and the other residents of Hambledon House,some of whom are ill and all of whom have 
been displaced. 


