
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 21st March 2021 
 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 

The “Hour” Comes 
 

Our readings today are filled with anticipation. The days are coming, Jeremiah 
prophesies in today’s First Reading. The hour has come, Jesus says in the Gospel. 
The new covenant that God promised to Jeremiah is made in the “hour” of Jesus—
in His Death, Resurrection, and Ascension to the Father’s right hand. 
 

The prophets said this new covenant would return Israel’s exiled tribes from the ends 
of the world (see Jeremiah 31:1, 3–4, 7–8). Jesus too predicted His passion would 
gather the dispersed children of God (see John 11:52). But today He promises to 
draw to Himself not only Israelites, but all men and women. 
 

The new covenant is more than a political or national restoration. As we sing in 
today’s Psalm, it is a universal spiritual restoration. In the “hour” of Jesus, sinners in 
every nation can return to the Father—to be washed of their guilt and given new 
hearts to love and serve Him. 
 

In predicting He will be “lifted up,” Jesus isn’t describing only His coming Crucifixion 
(see John 3:14–15). Isaiah used the same word to tell how the Messiah, after 
suffering for Israel’s sins, would be raised high and greatly exalted (see Isaiah 52:3). 
Elsewhere the term describes how kings are elevated above their subjects (see 1 
Maccabees 8:13). 
 

Troubled in His agony, Jesus doesn’t pray to be saved. Instead, as we hear in 
today’s Epistle, He offers himself to the Father on the Cross—as a living prayer and 
supplication. For this, God gives Him dominion over heaven and earth (see Acts 
2:33; Philippians 2:9). 
 

Where He has gone we can follow—if we let Him lead us. To follow Jesus means 
hating our lives of sin and selfishness. It means trusting in the Father’s will, the law 
He has written in our hearts. Jesus’ “hour” continues in the Eucharist, where we join 
our sacrifices to His, giving God our lives in reverence and obedience—confident He 
will raise us up to bear fruits of holiness. 
 
Scott Hahn 

 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 
 

Parish Priest:  

Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap 

Parish secretary: 
Mon, Tues and Thurs 
9:30am–3pm 

Emerald Hill Mission (EHM) 

CONTACT US: 

Phone 
9690 5895 (parish) 
0409 417 412 (EHM) 

Email 
stspeterandpauls@gmail.com 

Facebook 
@stspeterandpauls 

Web 
stspeterandpauls.com 

 
MASS TIMES  
Sunday  10am,  
Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Thu: 8am  
Fri: 10am followed by    
adoration 
Saturday:       10am  
 
Confession Times:  
Sat 10:30am, 5:15pm 
 

 

 
 

10 For we are God's handiwork,  

created in Christ Jesus to do good works 

 

Ephesians 2 :10 

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars 
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MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 
 
An opportunity to spend a weekend improving your 
communication. 
Attend in the comfort of your own home or 
experience a residential weekend 
Our on-line weekend gives couples the chance to 
sleep in their own beds and check-in on kids or 
animals during meal times. 
 

Come and learn how to keep/rekindle the passion in your
relationship and how to keep your love growing! 
The weekend we offer is based around Catholic values but
couples of all faiths are welcome. 
Couples from regional areas may find the virtual 
Weekend  option ideal. 
 
 Next On-line weekend is on  30 April – 2 May 2021. 
Next Residential weekend is on  21 -23 May 2021. 
 
Information/Bookings: 
Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au     
Website: wwme.org.au 

 

 
 

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413. 
 

 

 

 
Lent Reflection Program 2021 

Date commence: 23rd February 2021 (every Tuesday) 
Time: 8.30 (after morning mass) 

Location: Hall 
All are Welcome 

 



 

 

            

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
Saint Nicholas Owen 
22nd March 
Nicholas, familiarly known as “Little John,” was small in stature but big in the esteem of his
fellow Jesuits. Born at Oxford, this humble artisan saved the lives of many priests and
laypersons in England during the penal times (1559-1829), when a series of statutes punished
Catholics for the practice of their faith. Over a period of about 20 years, Nicholas used his skills
to build secret hiding places for priests throughout the country. 
His work, which he did completely by himself as both architect and builder, was so good that
time and time again priests in hiding were undetected by raiding parties. Nicholas was a genius
at finding and creating places of safety: subterranean passages, small spaces between walls,
impenetrable recesses. 
At one point he was even able to mastermind the escape of two Jesuits from the Tower of
London. Whenever Nicholas set out to design such hiding places, he began by receiving the
holy Eucharist, and he would turn to God in prayer throughout the long, dangerous construction
process. 
After many years at his unusual task, he entered the Society of Jesus and served as a lay
brother, although—for very good reasons—his connection with the Jesuits was kept secret. 
After a number of narrow escapes, he himself was finally caught in 1594. Despite protracted 
torture, Nicholas refused to disclose the names of other Catholics. After being released 
following the payment of a ransom, “Little John” went back to his work. He was arrested 
again in 1606. This time he was subjected to horrible tortures, suffering an agonizing death. 
The jailers tried suggesting that he had confessed and committed suicide, but his heroism 
and sufferings soon were widely known. Nicholas Owen was canonized in 1970 as one of the 
40 Martyrs of England and Wales. 

Source: Fransiscanmedia.org
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This event will be COVIDsafe, please wear a 
mask and register 
 
Contact: 
Marie 0409 252 673 
Chris 0403 013 183 
 
Organised by the Refugee Advocacy Network 
(which comprises 160 organisations, many of 
which are Catholic-based), the Walk for Justice 
will be a peaceful march through the streets of 
Melbourne. The walk will commence from the 
State Library of Victoria and conclude at the 
Victorian Arts Centre. 

 

 

Station Of The Cross 

Date: Every Friday 

Time: 7pm 

Location: Sts Peter and Pauls Church 

All are Welcome 

 



 
 

      5th Sunday in Lent 
 

Entrance Antiphon: By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God, 
may we walk eagerly in that same charity with which, out of love for the 
world, your Son handed himself over to death. 
 

1st Reading – Jeremiah 31:31-34 
This is an appropriate time for this week before Palm Sunday and the 
celebration of the Triduum. All of the Lenten themes are moving to a 
great crescendo as we hear the prophet Jeremiah speak of things 
“new” – covenant and heart. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Create a clean heart in me, O God. 
 

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. In your compassion blot out 
my offence. O wash me more and more from my guilt and cleanse me 
from my sin. 
 

A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit within me. Do 
not cast me away from your presence, nor deprive me of your holy 
spirit. 
 

Give me again the joy of your help; with a spirit of fervour sustain me, 
that I may teach transgressors your ways and sinners may return to 
you. 
 

Create a clean heart in me, O God 
 

2nd Reading – Hebrew 5:7-9 
Another great text that show us the new covenant in Christ Jesus 
beyond his limited earthly time. This is a powerful and beautiful 
reminder if his ongoing intercessory prayer for us, for the truth we 
heard last Sunday of love that invites us to eternal life. 
 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord; and where I am, my servant 
will also be. Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Gospel – John 12:20-33 
With all the “joy” that is integral to the Lenten journey, this Johannine 
passage doesn’t let us forget that the “joy” Jesus brings comes only 
after much suffering leading to death. Here is the great paradox, and 
one to which we are asked to take seriously – that in death is life. In 
other words; Death doesn’t have the final say. 
 

Next week’s readings:  1st   Isaiah 50:4-7 
    2nd  Philippians 2:6-11 
    Gospel  Mark 14:1-15;47 
 

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Maria Cimino, Teresa Sheehan, Bob White, Joseph 
Barbara. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray for our Pope, Francis as he seeks 
to lead the Church in your ways of love and 
mercy. 
 
We pray for the civic leaders of our 
communities, that they discern wisely the 
paths they select for their citizens.  
 
We pray for those in our community who 
struggle to forgive, that God’s example of 
mercy towards them might inspire them to 
extend that same love and mercy to their 
brothers and sisters who have wronged 
them. 
 
We pray for Rohingya women and children 
in refugee camps in Bangladesh. May our 
support for Project Compassion enable 
them to live more safely and healthily. 
 
We pray for all whose unseen service keeps 
the community safe. May their humble work 
receive the recognition and recompense it 
deserves. 
 
We remember with compassion our family 
and friends who have gone before us. Hold 
them in your keeping, especially those who 
have died recently and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time Len 
Decker, Wade Solomons, Sr Presentation 
Marnell, Helen Vaughan, Jim Stynes, 
Rosetta Condon. 
 

Collections : March 14/15, 2021 
1st Collection: $920 
2nd Collection: $685 

Online per week (Feb): $1,300 
1st Collection goes to the Friars 

 2nd collection for the running costs of the 
Parish. 

 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

Readers 
Geraldine C 

Ann T & Gerry 
Janet 

Carmel & Andy 

 
Sat    20 
Sun   21 
Sat    27 
Sun   28 

E.M.E 
Aline 

 
Gerarldine C 

 
 

 
Hospitality 

  
- 
 
 
 

Floral Arrangement 
Doris & Hai 

 
Vinolia & Doris 

 
 


