
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Fri: 8am  .  Saturday: 10am  

Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

 

PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  
FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  

Emerald Hill Mission: 0409 417 412  
 

Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

3 March, 2019

WHAT’S ON

Ash Wednesday Mass  
8am, 2:15pm, 7pm  

Holy Hour
Wednesdays,

6:30pm

Stations of the Cross 
(plus Fish & Chips)  

Fridays in Lent
7pm

Lenten Discussion 
Group

Fridays, 9:15am

Craft Group
Mon 11th & Wed 

13th March, 12pm

New Parishioner 
Gathering 

Sun 17th March, 
11am

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘There is no sound tree 
that produces rotten 

fruit, nor again a rotten 
tree that produces sound 

fruit.’ (Lk 6:43) 

EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C 

An excerpt from Archbishop Peter Comensoli’s letter regarding the events of the past 
week. The entire letter is available at the back of the church

At a time when the early Christian community was at a very low ebb, experiencing internal 
shame and external criticism, St Paul acknowledged among his fellow believer that “if one 
member suffers, all suffer together” (1 Cor 12:26). In this past week of great pain and 
shame, of bewilderment and disheartenment, has not our own experience as members of the 
Church in Melbourne been one of great suffering together?  
 
The release of news regarding the conviction of Cardinal George Pell for child sexual abuse 
has polarised our society on a broad level, from which none of us is immune.  I want to 
acknowledge the devastating impact this may have had on each and every one of you, both 
in the release of the details and in how much this news has been publicly received. Your heart 
is hurting; and your home of faith is hurting!  
 
We will each experience any amount of confusing and conflicting feelings. At this time reach 
out for support if you feel you need it., and be present to those around who may need to talk, 
or even to have space, as they come to terms with what this means for them personally. 
Especially, can i encourage you to pour out your heart to the Lord, who holds each one of us 
tenderly in His love and care.  
 
You have every right to hold your own personal understanding of what has unfolded. I ask 
that you be mindful of the judicial process still underway. Our opinions must remain 
respectful of this process, and our speech offered in charity. As in all things, and at all times, 
let our actions and words be offered in truth with love (Eph 4:15)  

Archbishop Peter Comensoli  
Archbishop of Melbourne



GOSPEL REFLECTION 

Heart and Mouth 

In today’s readings we hear Jesus speaking in Galilee as well as 
a Jewish sage named Sirach writing in Jerusalem more than a 
century earlier. The two of them touch upon a single truth: The 
words that come out of us make known the hidden thoughts 
within us. Speech reveals the secrets of the heart.

Sirach teaches that speaking is “the test of men” and their 
character (Sir 27:7). One who is upright will utter words that 
are truthful and encouraging to others. But one whose heart is 
cluttered with “refuse” will be exposed, since the “fruit” of his 
mouth speaks volumes about the “tree” that produces it (Sir 
27:6). Sirach also compares the testing of our words to clay 
fired in a kiln—if properly prepared, a useful vessel emerges; 
but if the clay is not fully dried, it will break apart in the 
extreme heat (Sirach 27:5).

In a similar way, Jesus insists that a person speaks “out of the 
abundance of the heart” (Luke 6:45). He too compares our 
speech, whether good or bad, to what grows on a tree: “For 
no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear 
good fruit” (Luke 6:43).

Both readings urge us to make wholesome speech a habit. 
After all, much about who we are is brought to light through 
what we say. But there’s an additional step: The Lord is asking 
us to look inward, to examine our hearts and fill them with 
the “good treasure” that God desires.

Why do purity of heart and speech matter so much? Because, 
as Jesus declares elsewhere: “by your words you will be 
justified, and by your words you will be condemned” (Matt 
12:37). They matter because they help to decide our final 
judgment, and this is where the Second Reading comes in. Paul 
reminds us that God will destroy death forever, and if we are 
to share in this victory and live forever with the Lord, then we 
must take all steps necessary to give our hearts and lips to 
what is good.

Scott Hahn

“If He asks much of
you it is because

He knows you
can give much.” 

St John Paul II

CATECHISMCORNER 
MERCY AND SIN 

"God created us without us: but he did not will to save us 
without us” (St Augustine). To receive his mercy, we must 
admit our faults. "If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness”. As St Paul affirms, "Where sin 
increased, grace abounded all the more”. But to do its work 
grace must uncover sin so as to convert our hearts and 
bestow on us "righteousness to eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." Like a physician who probes the wound 
before treating it, God, by his Word and by his Spirit, casts a 
living light on sin.  (1846-1848)

SACRAMENT OF 
FIRST RECONCILIATION 

Classes will take place on Wednesdays 13th, 20th, and 
27th March, 3:45pm - 4:45pm, in the hall.

The Reconciliation night will be on Tuesday 2nd of April, 
at 7pm.

Please contact Fr Dean as soon as possible if you would 
like to register.

SUNDAY EVENING MASS  
As part of the preparation for the Sacrament of First 

Reconciliation, there will be a 6pm Sunday Mass that the 
class will attend. But all parishioners are welcome to 

attend this Mass

Monday 11th and Wednesday 13th of March, 12pm 

PARISH 
HOLY HOUR 

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
every Wednesday

6:30 - 7:30pm  
(except this Wednesday)

Masses at 8am, 2:15pm 
(with school), and 7pm



SAINT OF THE WEEK  
St Casimir, religious - 4th of March
St Casimir Jagiellon was a 15th century prince of the Kingdom of Poland and of the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania. He was educated and formed in the faith by a good and holy priest, Fr Jan Dlugosz. 
Growing up, it was constantly instilled in him that his life was not his own, that it should be for 
the good of his father’s and country’s power.  But even at a young age, he knew that this was only 
partially correct: his life did belong to someone else, but to a much greater King than that of his 
earthly father.  His earthly father had many plans for the young saint, including to conquer 
Hungary and to marry Kunigunde of Austria for political allegiance.  But St Casimir did not 
cooperate with these plans, always choosing instead to following the plans of God by dedicating 
himself to humble prayer, studying, and helping the poor. He died at the age of 23 due to 
tuberculosis and was buried with his favourite hymn to Mary, Daily, Daily Sing to Mary.

PARISHIONER PROFILE
Charles (Carl) and Joan McCarthy

 

We are recent arrivals to Ss Peter and Paul, but have already experienced a welcoming buzz 
in the parish, both from Fr Dean and parishioners.  
We were married in 1946 at St Anne’s, East Kew. Since then, we’ve counted at least 15 
parishes that we’ve attended - South Melbourne makes it 16! These previous parishes 
include such far-flung places as Bathurst in NSW shortly after we were married, then Bath 
and Blackpool in the UK in the early 1950s, and Plympton South and Edwardstown in South 
Australia.  
We now reside at the Emerald Hill aged care facility in Napier Street. Before moving here, 
Carl had been an active member of the St Vincent de Paul Society for over 30 years. 
Accordingly, he was recognised for his service by receiving a Premier’s Volunteer Champions 
Award in 2017. The photo shows us with the Premier at the award ceremony at 
Government House last year.  
We are grateful for the vibrant Mass here at this our latest parish.We are grateful to God in 
helping us to have had happy lives, good health and wonderful family, neighbours and friends.

NEW PARISHIONER GATHERING 

There will be a gathering for new 
parishioners after Mass on 
Sunday 17th March.  

All those who are new to the parish, 
and those who would like to find out 
more about what is happening in the 

parish are welcome.  

LENTEN MORNING TEAS 
Fridays in Lent, 9:15am in the hall 
 
The morning will include  
a Lenten Scripture reading  
and reflection. 



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne 
Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Eunice Costa, Giovanna Santarossa, James, Burnes, 
James Watkins, Bonnie Breen, Maurita Carlisle, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker,  
Helen Keighery,  Alison Fraser,  Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace.

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon:  The Lord became my protector. He brought me 
out to a place of freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me. 

1st Reading –  Sirach 27:4-7  
In this passage Sirach affirms that speech is the criterion of judging a 
person. He says that the defect of a man appears in his speech and the 
test of a man is in his conversation.

Responsorial Psalm 

Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.. 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord to make music to your name, O 
Most High, to proclaim your love in the morning and your truth in the 
watches of the night.

The just will flourish like the palm tree and grow like a Lebanon cedar.

Planted in the house of the Lord they will flourish in the courts of our 
God, still bearing fruit when they are old, still full of sap, still green, to 
proclaim that the Lord is just. In him, my rock, there is no wrong. 

Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 

2nd Reading – 1 St Paul to the Corinthians 15:54-58 
Paul says that sin has been the cause of death. Christ has invaded death’s 
domain and has robbed it of its sting. This is the great victory for which 
God is to be thanked.

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering it the word of life. 
 Alleluia! 

Gospel - St Luke 6:39-45 
Jesus says that good conduct can come only out of a good heart. It is as 
foolish to expect good fruit to be produced by bad trees as to expect 
good deeds from a bad person.

Next week’s reading: 1  Dt 26:4-10  
    2.                    Romans 10:8-13   
                                  Gospel             Luke 4:1-13 

PRAYER OF THE 
FAITHFUL  

We pray together:
Lord, we pray for our Church that it 
may acknowledge its faults, weaknesses 
and failures in the past and present and 
be an authentic witness to the Gospel 
and the goodness of Jesus. 
 
Lord, we pray for our community that 
it be mindful of the needs of its 
weakest and most vulnerable members 
and that it be a safe and welcoming 
haven of peace and care for all. 

Lord, we pray for our community that 
it be mindful of the needs of its 
weakest and most vulnerable members 
and that it be a safe and welcoming 
haven of peace and care for all. 

Lord, we remember with compassion 
our family and friends who have gone 
before us. Hold them in your keeping, 
especially those who have died recently 
Pauline O’Hara and for those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time 
Elizabeth Heverin, Robert Devlin, 
Anne Sudano, Len Decker, Michael 
Henry, Fr John Daly, Brian Sammon, 
Lincoln Grostate

Collections: Feb 23/24, 2019  

1st Collection: $ 1109
2nd Collection: $ 759 

January online thanksgiving: $785 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, 
and the 2nd collection goes to the 

maintenance of the Parish.

READERS 
Angela

Eileen & Janet 
Adrian

Ann & Gerry

E.M.E 

Mario & Geraldine

Geraldine & Doris 

HOSPITALITY 

Bill & Carol

Margaret & Eileen 

FLOWERS 
Ann & Priska

Geraldine & Sue

Sat 02 
Sun 03 
Sat 09
Sun 10


