
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

19th April 2020 

2nd Sunday of Easter A 
 

His Mercy Endures 
 

We are children of Jesus’ Resurrection from the dead. Through this wondrous sign of 
His great mercy, the Father of Jesus has given us new birth, as we hear in today’s 
Epistle. 
 
Today’s First Reading sketches the “family life” of our first ancestors in the household 
of God (see 1 Peter 4:17). We see them doing what we still do—devoting 
themselves to the Apostles’ teaching, meeting daily to pray and celebrate “the 
breaking of the bread.” 
 
The Apostles saw the Lord. He stood in their midst, showed them His hands and 
sides. They heard His blessing and received His commission—to extend the Father’s 
mercy to all peoples through the power and Spirit He conferred upon them. 
 
We must walk by faith and not by sight, must believe and love what we have not 
seen (see 2 Corinthians 5:7). Yet the invisible realities are made present for us 
through the devotions the Apostles handed on. 
 
Notice the experience of the risen Lord in today’s Gospel is described in a way that 
evokes the Mass. 
 
Both appearances take place on a Sunday. The Lord comes to be with His disciples. 
They rejoice, listen to His Word, receive the gift of His forgiveness and peace. He 
offers His wounded body to them in remembrance of His Passion. And they know 
and worship Him as their Lord and their God. 
 
Thomas’ confession is a vow of faith in the new covenant. As promised long before, 
in the blood of Jesus we can now know the Lord as our God and be known as His 
people (see Hosea 2:20–25). 
 
This confession is sung in the heavenly liturgy (see Revelation 4:11). And in every 
Mass on earth we renew our covenant and receive the blessings Jesus promised for 
those who have not seen but have believed. 
 
In the Mass, God’s mercy endures forever, as we sing in today’s Psalm. This is the 
day the Lord has made—when the victory of Easter is again made wonderful in our 
eyes. 
Scott Hahn 

 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 
 

Parish administrator:            
Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap 

Parish secretary: 
Mon, Tues and Thurs 
9:30am–3pm 

Emerald Hill Mission (EHM) 

CONTACT US: 

Phone 
9690 5895 (parish) 
0409 417 412 (EHM) 

Email 
stspeterandpauls@gmail.com 

Facebook 
@stspeterandpauls 

Web 
stspeterandpauls.com 

MASS TIMES 

Sunday                10am 
Saturday (Vigil)      6pm 
Mon–Thurs            8am 
Friday                  10am 
Saturday              10am  

CONFESSION TIMES 

Saturday          10.30am 

                          5.30pm 

 

 
 

We pray for all parishioners and all of our 
Ministries; May Risen Jesus bless you all and 
protect, may His Light shine in your hearts 
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“They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary then, nor the 
years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and 
in the morning 

We will remember them.” 
 

We remember with pride, gratitude,  

The men and women who have given their lives 
in defense of this our country. 

We remember that they fought and died that we 
might have security and peace, that we might 
walk in freedom and live in justice. 

We remember the men and women who live in 
suffering and pain as a result of their generosity 
in protecting our country. 

We remember the men and women whose 
spirits were crushed and minds deranged by the 
horrors and suffering through which they passed 
and saw others pass. 

We remember that they fought and died that we 
might have security and peace, that we might 
walk in freedom and live in justice. 

We remember the Doctors, Nurses, Red Cross 
workers and all volunteers who served our sick, 
wounded and exhausted service men and 
women. 

We remember the chaplains of our forces who 
brought spiritual comfort and consolation in 
times of sickness, injury, fear, and death. 

We remember them all with pride, and gratitude, 
Be merciful and gracious to them all, O Lord. 

 

From the RSL: 
 
In the lead-up to ANZAC Day, RSLs across the nation are asking you to show your ANZAC spirit. Whether 
you’re in an outback town or on our beautiful coastline, this is a place for every Australian to share their 
ANZAC spirit. 
 
At 6am on ANZAC Day, light up the dawn by standing at the end of your driveway, on your balcony or in 
your living room to remember all those who have served and sacrificed.  
 
Pledge your place and stream a short commemorative service on ANZAC Day at rslanzacspirit.com.au  
 
Please join us in this special moment. #ANZACspirit #lightupthedawn 



 

  

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

Saint Mark  
25th April 
 

He was a cousin of Barnabas and accompanied the apostle Paul on his 
first missionary journey; later he followed him to Rome. He was a 
disciple of Peter, and his gospel is told from Peter’s point of view. He is 
credited with founding the Church in Alexandria. His body was stolen 
from Alexandria in 828 (though some say that the wrong bones were 
stolen) and taken to Venice, which adopted him as its patron saint. 

PRAYER TO ST. ROCH 
(St Roch is patron saint of people suffering from infectious diseases) 

 

 

O Blessed Saint Roch, 

Patron of the sick, 

Have pity on those 

Who lie upon a bed of suffering. 

Your power was so great 

When you were in this world, 

That by the sign of the Cross, 

Many were healed of their diseases. 

Now that you are in heaven, 

Your power is not less. 

Offer, then, to God 

Our sighs and tears 

And obtain for us that health we seek 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Sts Peter and Paul Parish Now Online  

During this time, when visits to our Church are suspended, we are striving to ensure that our parishioners remain 
connected through new and creative pastoral programmes. While we continue to help those in our community the 
parish continues to incur ongoing overhead costs and we need your help. 

The good news is that Catholic Development Fund (CDF) and the Archdiocese of Melbourne have partnered to 
build an online parish payment portal, CDFpay for Parishes.  

This site enables you to make quick and easy online thanksgiving payments – you can set-up a recurring 
payment, if you haven’t done so already, or you can choose a one-off offering.  

The Sts Peter and Paul site is live via this link CDFpay for Sts Peter and Paul’s Parish, Melbourne South 

We thank you in advance for supporting our parish community. 

 



 

  

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill: Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, 
Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, 
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, Jeff 
Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Colin 
Crawford, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Chris Banks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2nd Sunday of Easter 
  
Entrance Antiphon: Receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks 
to God, who has called you into the heavenly kingdom, Alleluia. 
 
1st Reading – Act 2: 42-47 
We hear the most inspiring description of the activity in faith of the 
early Christian community. Even now, after two thousand years, 
we are called to live our baptism, using the same means as the 
earliest disciples. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is everlasting. 
 
Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say: ‘His love has no end.’ 
 
I was thrust, thrust down and falling but the Lord was my helper. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory in the tents of the just. 
 
The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner 
stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord: we rejoice and are glad. 
 
Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, His love is everlasting. 
 
2nd Reading – 1 Peter 1: 3-9 
We hear St. Peter use a Jewish style of memorial prayer that 
recounts the actions of God in the past and how God’s action now 
is in this Eucharist we share. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; happy 
are those who have not seen me, but still believe! Alleluia! 
 
Gospel – John 20: 19-31 
We hear how Jesus affirms that as the Father sent Him, so Jesus 
sends His disciples, empowered in His Holy Spirit to forgive sin. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1st   Acts 2:14.22-23 
    2nd  1 Peter 1:17-21 
    Gospel  John 24:13-35 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray for Pope Francis and his College 
of bishops that they may continue to call 
people in the midst of their daily lives, and 
invite them to do wonderful things in Your 
name. 
 
We pray for those, like Thomas, who 
struggle to keep their faith in the midst of 
tragedies. That they may see the face of 
God in this community, and be reminded 
that God keeps his promises. 
 
For all who are affected by coronavirus, 
through illness or isolation or anxiety, that 
they may find relief and recovery. May they 
be protected by your love and compassion. 
 
We pray for our medical staff, researches, 
police, emergency service workers and 
those in retail, protect and keep them safe. 
 
We pray our armed forces. Watch over 
them, while they protect the interests of this 
great country, and may they always 
concern themselves with the welfare of the 
weak and the vulnerable. 
 
We remember with compassion our family 
and friends who have gone before us. Hold 
them in your keeping, especially those who 
have died recently Lanny, and for those 
whose anniversaries occur about this time 
Norah Greene, Mary O’Connor, Cyril 
Pearson, Breda McCarthy, Kevin & Peter 
Evans. 

Collections : Apr 11/12, 2020 
 

1st Collection: $ 
2nd Collection: $ 

Online per week (Mar): $570 
 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

 
Sat   18 
Sun  19 
Sat   25 
Sun  26 
 

READERS 
Angela 

Osmond & Megan 
Geraldine C 
Ann & Janet 

E.M.E 
  

Geraldine & Merlyn 
        

Merlyn & Sue 

HOSPITALITY 
 

Geraldine & Colin 
 

Frank & Mavis 

 FLOWERS 
Vinolia & Doris 

 
Doris 

 
 


