
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

12th July 2020 

 

15th Sunday Ordinary Time (A) 
 

The World’s Return 
 

Today’s readings, like last week’s, ask us to meditate on Israel’s response to God’s 
Word—and our own. Why do some hear the word of the kingdom, yet fail to accept 
it as a call to conversion and faith in Jesus? That question underlies today’s 
Gospel, especially. 
 
Again we see, as we did last week, that the kingdom’s mysteries are unfolded to 
those who open their hearts, making of them a rich soil in which the Word can grow 
and bear fruit. 
 
As we sing in today’s Psalm, in Jesus, God’s Word has visited our land, to water 
the stony earth of our hearts with the living waters of the Spirit (see John 7:38; 
Revelation 22:1). 
 
The first fruit of the Word is the Spirit of love and adoption poured into our hearts in 
Baptism, making us children of God, as Paul reminds us in today’s Epistle (see 
Romans 5:5; 8:15–16). In this, we are made a “new creation” (see 2 Corinthians 
5:17), the first fruits of a new heaven and a new earth (see 2 Peter 3:13). 
 
Since the first humans rejected God’s Word, creation has been enslaved to futility 
(see Genesis 3:17–19; 5:29). But God’s Word does not go forth only to return to 
Him void, as we hear in today’s First Reading. 
 
His Word awaits our response. We must show ourselves to be children of that 
Word. We must allow that Word to accomplish God’s will in our lives. As Jesus 
warns today, we must take care lest 
the devil steals it away or lest it be choked by worldly concerns. 
 
In the Eucharist, the Word gives Himself to us as bread to eat. He does so that we 
might be made fertile, yielding fruits of holiness. 
 
And we await the crowning of the year, the great harvest of the Lord’s Day (see 
Mark 4:29; 2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 1:10)—when His Word will have achieved the 
end for which it was sent. 
 

Scott Hahn 
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“The Lord is near to the broken hearted,  

and saves the crushed in spirit”  
                                                                                                  Psalm 34:18      
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Prayer for The Month of The Most Precious Blood 

 
 

Most Precious Blood of Jesus 

O Precious Blood of Jesus, infinite price of sinful man's redemption, both drink and laver of our souls, 

Thou who dost plead continually the cause of man before the throne of infinite mercy; from the depths of 

my heart, I adore Thee, and so far as I am able, I would requite Thee for the insults and outrages which 

Thou dost continually receive from human beings, and especially from those who rashly dare to 

blaspheme Thee. Who would not bless this Blood of infinite value? Who doth not feel within himself the 

fire of the love of Jesus who shed it all for us? What would be my fate, had I not been redeemed by this 

Divine Blood? Who hath drawn it from the veins of my Savior, even to the last drop? Ah, this surely was 

the work of love. O infinite love, which has given us this saving balm! O balm beyond all price, welling up 

from the fountain of infinite love, grant that every heart and every tongue may be enabled to praise Thee, 

magnify Thee and give Thee thanks both now and for evermore. Amen 

 

  

 
Life Dinner 2020:   Register Now 

 
Dear Supporter, 
 

We're delighted to announce that registrations for the 

2020 Life Dinner are now open.  

Due to the COVID19 restrictions it was not possible 

to organise our annual face-to-face Life Dinner this 

year. So, the 2020 Life Dinner will be a unique virtual 

event with members and supporters from all over 

Australia joining each other online to celebrate. 

 
When: SATURDAY, 22 AUGUST 

Time: 7.30pm 

Guest Speaker: Ed Martin 

member of Pro-Life Voices for Trump Coalition – 

“Pro-Life Progress in America – Current state of 

play” 

 

 

You can invite your family, friends, members of your 

church community to join you in the comfort of your own 

home to hear this excellent guest speaker and support 

the pro-life movement in Australia to: 

 Save Babies 

 Support Mothers 

 Love Them Both 

 Move Hearts to Change 

Sincerely, 
Terri Kelleher 
AFA National President 
 
Register: 
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=629777& 
 
Ph: (03) 9816 0800 
E: info@family.org.au 

 



 

  

 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER  
WEEKEND 

 

Married couples, the COVID-19 lockdown may have 
encouraged you to spend time together.  You may 
have realized that your marriage could do with some 
polish!  Come and learn how to keep/rekindle the 
passion in your relationship and how to keep your 
love growing!  The weekend is based around 
Catholic values but couples of all faiths are welcome. 
 

Our next weekend is on 24 -26 July 2020 in 
Melbourne.  Starts 7.30 pm on Friday. Ends 5pm 
Sunday.  
COVID-19 Safe. 
Accommodation and all meals provided. 
 

Information/Bookings: 
Phone Mercy & James 0409 183 676 or 
Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au 
Website: wwme.org.au 

 

 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

Sacred Heart of Jesus 
16th July 

Hermits lived on Mount Carmel near the Fountain of Elijah in northern 
Israel in the 12th century. They had a chapel dedicated to Our Lady. By 
the 13th century they became known as “Brothers of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel.” They soon celebrated a special Mass and Office in honor of 
Mary. In 1726, it became a celebration of the universal Church under the 
title of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. For centuries the Carmelites have 
seen themselves as specially related to Mary. Their great saints and 
theologians have promoted devotion to her and often championed the 
mystery of her Immaculate Conception. 

Saint Teresa of Avila called Carmel “the Order of the Virgin.” Saint John 
of the Cross credited Mary with saving him from drowning as a child, 
leading him to Carmel, and helping him escape from prison. Saint 
Thérèse of the Child Jesus believed that Mary cured her from illness. On 
her First Communion day, Thérèse dedicated her life to Mary. During the 
last days of her life she frequently spoke of Mary. 

There is a tradition—which may not be historical—that Mary appeared to 
Saint Simon Stock, a leader of the Carmelites, and gave him a scapular, 
telling him to promote devotion to it. The scapular is a modified version of 
Mary’s own garment. It symbolizes her special protection and calls the 
wearers to consecrate themselves to her in a special way. The scapular 
reminds us of the gospel call to prayer and penance—a call that Mary 
models in a splendid way 

 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Due to our current situation we have to go back 
to stage 3-lockdown, sadly we have to close 
the church once again and go back to online 
mass. 
 
Knowing God’s Love is with us throughout this 
hard time and keep sharing his love to one 
another will help us together. 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 
“6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 
And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Love in Christ, 

Fr John Spiteri 



 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Colin Crawford, Frank 
O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Teresa Sheehan, Ann Trindade. 
 

 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: As for me, in justice I shall behold your face;  
I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 
 
1st Reading – Isaiah 55:10-11 
The image of rain and snow is used to show how fruitful they are in 
watering the earth. So too the word of God is to bear fruit. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
 
You care for the earth, give it water, you fill it with riches. 
Your river in heaven brims over to provide its grain. 
 
And thus you provide for the earth, you drench its furrows,  
You level it, soften it with showers, you bless its growth. 
 
You crown the year with your goodness. Abundance flows in your 
steps, 
In the pastures of the wilderness it flows. 
 
The hills are girded with joy, the meadows covered with flocks, the 
valleys are decked with wheat. They shout for joy, yes, they sing. 
 
The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 
 
2nd Reading – Romans 8:18-23 
Paul emphasises that everything in this world is but a stepping 
stone to the next life. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; all who come to 
him will live for ever.   Alleluia! 
 
Gospel – Matthew 13:1-23 
A sower went out to sow. Jesus explains why he teaches in 
parables. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1st   Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
    2nd  Romans 8:26-27 
    Gospel Matthew 13:24-43 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 
We pray for bishops, priests, religious 
and those specially commissioned with 
the task of sowing the word of God in 
men’s & women’s hearts; may their own 
living witness help that word grow to 
fruitfulness. 
 
We pray for each other at this time. May 
we support and care for those who have 
been affected by the coronavirus and 
pray for an end to this troubling time. 
 
We pray for those whose faith in Christ is 
tied by persecution or overwhelmed by 
personal problems; may they receive 
encouragement and strength from their 
fellow Christians. 
 
Lord, may the mission of the Church help 
all people to retain their dignity, preserve 
their rights and experience the love of 
God. 
 
Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this 
time Mary McLeish, Ena Harrison, Eddie 
Hayes, Joe Bracken, Les Treloar, Nell 
Cathie, Paddy Kirby, Jean Decker, Bill 
Steirs, Sr Eugenia Piscioneri, Margaret 
Mary Cassidy, James Evans. 
 
 Collections : June 27/28, 2020 

 

Collection: $ 
Online per week (June): $1070 

 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

Please note our new roster  
will recommence when we can attend Mass again. 

Hoping everyone stays well and safe.      Carol 
 


