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‘’Something appeared to them that 
seemed like tongues of fire; these 
separated and came to rest on the 
head of each of them.” (Acts 2:3).

PENTECOST - YEAR C  

In the first reading of today’s Liturgy, the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is compared to “the rush of a 
violent wind” (Acts2:2). What does this image tell us? It makes us think of a powerful force that is not an end in 
itself, but effects change. Wind, in fact, brings change: warmth when it is cold, cool when it is hot, rain when the 
land is parched… this is why it brings change. The Holy Spirit, on a very different level, does the same. He is the 
divine force that changes the world. The Sequence reminded us of this: the Spirit is “in toil, comfort sweet; solace 
in the midst of woe”. And so we beseech him: “Heal our wounds, our strength renew; on our dryness pour 
your dew; wash the stains of guilt away”. The Spirit enters into situations and transforms them. He 
changes hearts and he changes situations.
The Holy Spirit changes hearts. Jesus had told his disciples: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). That is exactly what happened. Those disciples, at first 
fearful, huddled behind closed doors even after the Master’s resurrection, are transformed by the Spirit and, as 
Jesus says in today’s Gospel, “they bear witness to him” (cf. Jn 15:27). No longer hesitant, they are courageous 
and starting from Jerusalem, they go forth to the ends of the earth. Timid while Jesus was still among them, 
they are bold when he is gone, because the Spirit changed their hearts.
The Spirit frees hearts chained by fear. He overcomes all resistance. To those content with half measures, he 
inspires whole-hearted generosity. He opens hearts that are closed. He impels the comfortable to go out and 
serve. He drives the self-satisfied to set out in new directions. He makes the lukewarm thrill to new dreams. 
That is what it means to change hearts. Plenty of people promise change, new beginnings, prodigious renewals, 
but experience teaches us that no earthly attempt to change reality can ever completely satisfy the human 
heart. Yet the change that the Spirit brings is different. It does not revolutionise life around us but changes our 
hearts. It does not free us from the weight of our problems but liberates us within so that we can face them. It 
does not give us everything at once but makes us press on confidently, never growing weary of life. The Spirit 
keeps our hearts young – a renewed youth. Youth, for all our attempts to prolong it, sooner or later fades 
away; the Spirit, instead, prevents the only kind of ageing that is unhealthy: namely, growing old within. How 
does he do this? By renewing our hearts, by pardoning sinners. Here is the great change: from guilty, he makes 
us righteous and thus changes everything. From slaves of sin, we become free, from servants we become 
beloved children, from worthless worthy, from disillusioned filled with hope. By the working of the Holy Spirit, 
joy is reborn and peace blossoms in our hearts.
Today, then, let us learn what to do when we are in need of real change. And who among us does not need a 
change? Particularly when we are downcast, wearied by life’s burdens, oppressed by our own weakness, at 
those times when it is hard to keep going and loving seems impossible. In those moments, we need a powerful 
“jolt”: the Holy Spirit, the power of God. In the Creed, we profess that he is the “giver of life”. How good it 
would be for us each day to feel this jolt of life! To say when we wake up each morning: “Come, Holy Spirit, 
come into my heart, come into my day”.

Excerpt from Pope Francis’ Pentecost homily in 2018
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Sts Peter & Paul’s
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ALL WELCOME

377 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne

BRING A DISH / PLATE TO SHARE, MEET NEW FRIENDS AND HAVE FUN
International Dishes Entertainment Animal Farm

For more info call:
Mal       0416 451 163



GOSPEL REFLECTION
A Mighty Wind 

The giving of the Spirit to the new people of God crowns the mighty acts of the Father in 
salvation history.
The Jewish feast of Pentecost called all devout Jews to Jerusalem to celebrate their birth as 
God’s chosen people in the covenant Law given to Moses at Sinai (see Leviticus 23:15–21; 
Deuteronomy 16:9–11).
In today’s First Reading the mysteries prefigured in that feast are fulfilled in the pouring 
out of the Spirit on Mary and the Apostles (see Acts 1:14).
The Spirit seals the new law and new covenant brought by Jesus, written not on stone 
tablets but on the hearts of believers, as the prophets promised (see 2 Corinthians 3:2–8; 
Romans 8:2).
The Spirit is revealed as the life-giving breath of the Father, the Wisdom by which He made 
all things, as we sing in today’s Psalm. In the beginning, the Spirit came as a “mighty wind” 
sweeping over the face of the earth (see Genesis 1:2). And in the new creation of 
Pentecost, the Spirit again comes as “a strong, driving wind” to renew the face of the earth.
As God fashioned the first man out of dust and filled him with His Spirit (see Genesis 2:7), 
in today’s Gospel we see the New Adam become a life-giving Spirit, breathing new life into 
the Apostles (see 1 Corinthians 15:45, 47).
Like a river of living water, for all ages He will pour out His Spirit on His body, the Church, 
as we hear in today’s Epistle (see also John 7:37–39).
We receive that Spirit in the sacraments, being made a “new creation” in Baptism (see 2 
Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15). Drinking of the one Spirit in the Eucharist (see 1 
Corinthians 10:4), we are the first fruits of a new humanity—fashioned from out of every 
nation under heaven, with no distinctions of wealth or language or race, a people born of 
the Spirit. Scott Hahn

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Anthony of Padua - 13th of June  

St Anthony of Padua was a Portuguese priest and Franciscan friar, born in the late 12th 
century.  Noted by his contemporaries for his powerful preaching, expert knowledge of 
scripture, and undying love and devotion to the poor and the sick, he was one of the most 
quickly canonised saints in church history. Because the Franciscan order was only founded 11 
years prior to St Anthony joining, he was a contemporary of St Francis. St Anthony became 
sick with ergotism in 1231 and died on his way back to Padua at the Poor Clare monastery at 
Arcella, aged 35. If you ever need help finding something, pray to St Anthony, because he is the 
patron saint of lost things. His tongue, which represents his elegant and powerful preaching, 
was found to be an incorruptible piece of his body. There are legends of the baby Jesus 
visiting St Anthony. This is why the saint is so often depicted holding him (so often that it is 
second only to Mary). What is noticeable in these depictions is the fact the Child Jesus often 
tenderly puts his hand on the saint’s face, as if to simultaneously embrace him and bless him. 
It is a picture that evokes a child’s love toward his parent and the parent's love toward his 

CATECHISM 
CORNER

REJOICE, YOU WHO ARE 
FULL OF GRACE

Mary, the all-holy ever-virgin 
M o t h e r o f G o d , i s t h e 
masterwork of the mission of the 
Son and the Spirit in the fullness 
of time. For the first time in the 
plan of salvation and because his 
Spirit had prepared her, the 
Father found the dwelling place 
where his Son and his Spirit 
could dwell among men. In this 
sense the Church's Tradition has 
often read the most beautiful 
texts on wisdom in relation to 
Mary. Mary is acclaimed and 
represented in the liturgy as the 
"Seat of Wisdom." In her, the 
"wonders of God" that the Spirit 
was to fulfil in Christ and the 
Church began to be manifested 
(n. 721).

NEW PARISHIONER GATHERING

The next new parishioner gathering will take 
place in the hall after Mass 

this Sunday, 9 June.  
All parishioners, especially new, are welcome!

FIRST COMMUNION 2019  
 

The first Communion Mass will be on Sunday 23rd 
June, 10am (Corpus Christi).

The Hall at Sts Peter and Paul’s. A panel discussion about important 
religious, political, cultural matters.

Tickets are $10 at www.trybooking.com/BDAYO

CHURCH LIGHTS 
Over the next few months we will be looking at 

raising money to improve the lighting in the church.  
If you would like to assist in the fundraising efforts, 

please let us know.

https://www.trybooking.com/BDAYO?fbclid=IwAR1JzcVB0JxFfBGaWryChfUibhfPNDkq0X0OyElJqFLAAeEOC_994FJZbfw
https://www.trybooking.com/BDAYO?fbclid=IwAR1JzcVB0JxFfBGaWryChfUibhfPNDkq0X0OyElJqFLAAeEOC_994FJZbfw


Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy,  Giovanna Santarossa, James, Burnes, James Watkins, Bonnie 
Breen, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker,  Helen Keighery,  Alison Fraser,  Tony Bailey, Steven 
Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard Grant.

Pentecost Sunday

Entrance Antiphon: The love of God has been poured into our 
hearts through the Spirit of God dwelling with us, alleluia.

1st Reading – Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 
We hear the stirring events of the first Pentecost. St Luke shapes three 
images to resonate with the creation story in Genesis. Now is the age 
of the new creation in the Holy Spirit.

Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 

Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are!
How many are you works, O Lord! The earth is full of you riches.

How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you have made them 
all.
The earth is full of your riches. Bless the Lord, my soul.

All of these look to you to give them their food in due season.
You give it, they gather it up: you open your hand, they have their full.

May the glory of the Lord last forever! May the Lord rejoice in His 
works!
May my thoughts be pleasing to Him. I find my joy in the Lord. 

Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 

2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13 
We hear from St Paul talking about the many gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
These gifts are not to be used for selfish reasons, but for the love and 
building up of each other in Christ’s body, the Church.

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the 
fire of your love.  
Alleluia!

Gospel – John 20:19-23 
We hear of Jesus giving authority to his Apostles to forgive sins 
through the power and legitimacy of the Holy Spirit. He breathes on 
them and says ‘receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you 
forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are 
retained.’

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
 

We pray together:

Lord, we pray for our Pope and the 
College of Bishops. May the vision of the 
Holy Spirit descending at Pentecost 
reinforce the call for a new Pentecost in 
our day.

Lord, we pray for the world’s leaders at all 
levels. May a spirit of goodwill towards all 
create a true united witness that gives 
hope to all people.

Lord, we pray for our families and friends 
who gather here in the knowledge that 
Jesus has given his Spirit to us so that we 
may share it with those who are in need.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently Leokadia 
Filippow, Jeanette Cardoz and for 
those whose anniversaries occur about 
this time Bob Carlisle, Mother Clare 
Birrane, Stephanie, Daniele and 
Chantelle Meredith, Jeff Foley, 
Mary Moloughney.

Collections: June 1/2, 2019 

1st Collection: $1019
2nd Collection: $994 

Online thanksgiving (May): $1153 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 08
Sun 09
Sat 15 
Sun 16

READERS
Adrian 

Andy & Natalie
Angela

 Carmel & Olwen 

E.M.E 

   Teresa & Carmel

Carmel & Rick 

HOSPITALITY 

Bill & Carol

Margaret & Nancy 

FLOWERS
Geraldine F & Sue

Doris


