
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Fri: 8am  .  Saturday: 10am  

Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

 

PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  
FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  

Emerald Hill Mission: 96960644  
 

Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

13 January, 

WHAT’S ON
 

The Friars’ 
Market

Saturday
26th January

9am-1pm  

Starting 
again soon ….

- Craft Club

- Men’s 
Breakfast 

Sat 16 Feb  
 

- Mass for 
Young Adults

- Playgroup

- Play Reading

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

 
And a voice came 
from heaven, 
‘You are my  
Son, the
Beloved;
my favour
rests on you.’
(Lk 3:22)

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Last Sunday we celebrated the Solemnity of the Epiphany, an event which reminds 
us that we are all called to know Christ, and to share in His Divine life. This 
Sunday, in celebrating the Baptism of the Lord, we see how that is to be done: by 
receiving the gift of God’s love, by accepting our role as His sons and daughters. 
This Feast is an opportunity to reflect on our own Baptism and what it means.  

This Sunday a number of children will be presented to the parish in preparation 
for receiving the Sacrament of Baptism in the upcoming weeks. It’s important to 
recognise that Baptism is not just some special occasion we do after birth, but is 
itself a new birth, an initiation into the Church community, and an invitation into 
the very Divine life of God.

Being baptised also means sharing in the very mission of Christ. As Jesus came to 
share God’s message of love, so must we. Our faith, our religion, is not a private 
matter. It is something that (if authentic) must be shared with others.  
 
The call of our Baptism is particularly important in our world today. In a time 
when so much damage has been done by those who have called themselves 
Christians but live another way, the only way to turn things around is to live out 
our Baptismal call. That is, to be saints.

It is a beautiful (and very Catholic) practice to bless ourselves with holy water as 
we enter and leave the church. This is not a meaningless ritual, but a reminder of 
our own Baptism, and the mission that we have as Christians.

Fr Dean



ADVERTISEMENTS 

If you, or someone you 
know, would like to 

advertise a business or 
something else in our 
weekly bulletin, please 

get in touch.

SUNDAY EVENING MASS 
 

There have been some 
recent requests for a Sunday 
evening Mass in the parish. 
Please let Fr Dean know if 

you have any thoughts on the 
matter.

GOSPEL REFLECTION

Today, the Christmas Season concludes with the 
celebration of the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. The 

Liturgy offers us, in St Luke’s account, the Baptism of 
Jesus in the Jordan (see 3: 15-16, 21-22).

The Evangelist narrates that, while Jesus was in prayer, 
after having received Baptism among the many who 
were drawn by the preaching of the Precursor, the 

heavens opened and under the form of a dove the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him. In that moment a voice from 
on high resounded:  “You are my beloved Son. On you 

my favour rests” (Lk 3: 22).
The Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan is recalled and 
emphasised, although in different ways, by all the 

Evangelists. In fact, it is part of the Apostolic preaching, 
since it constitutes the point of departure for the entire 
arch of facts and words to which the Apostles were to 

render testimony (see Acts 1: 21-22; 10: 37-41).
It was held in great importance by the apostolic 

community, not only because in that circumstance, for 
the first time in history, there was the manifestation of 
the Trinitarian Mystery in a clear and complete way, but 

also because that event began the public ministry of 
Jesus on the roads to Palestine.

The Baptism of Jesus at the Jordan is the anticipation of 
his baptism of blood on the Cross, and it is the symbol 

of the entire sacramental activity by which the 
Redeemer will bring about the salvation of humanity.
This is why the Patristic tradition has dedicated great 
interest to this Feast, which is the most ancient after 

Easter. “Christ is baptized and the whole world is made 
holy”, sings today’s liturgy; “he wipes out the debt of our 
sins; we will all be purified by water and the Holy Spirit” 

(Antiphon to the Benedictus, Office of Lauds).
There is a strict relationship between the Baptism of 
Christ and our Baptism. At the Jordan the heavens 

opened (see Lk 3: 21) to indicate that the Saviour has 
opened the way of salvation and we can travel it thanks 

to our own new birth “of water and Spirit” (Jn 3: 5), 
accomplished in Baptism.

In it we are inserted into the Mystical Body of Christ, 
that is, the Church, we die and rise with him, we are 

clothed with him, as the Apostle Paul often emphasized 
(see I Cor 12: 13; Rom 6: 3-5; Gal 3: 27). The 

commitment that springs from Baptism is therefore “to 
listen” to Jesus:  to believe in him and gently follow him, 

doing his will.
In this way everyone can tend to holiness, a goal that, as 

the Second Vatican Council recalled, constitutes the 
vocation of all the baptized. May Mary, the Mother of the 

beloved Son of God, help us to be faithful to our 
Baptism always.  

Pope Benedict XVI (6 Jan, 2018)

OUTREACH 

Open House is currently closed, 
and will re-open at the start of 

February.  While closed, there will 
be some renovations done to the 

backyard area.
If you’re interested in helping out 
when we start up again - either 

during the day or for the evening 
meals - please contact Br 

Michael.

 
THE LORD WAS BAPTISED,  
NOT TO BE  
CLEANSED HIMSELF,
BUT TO CLEANSE
THOSE WATERS,
CLEANSED BY THE
FLESH OF CHRIST
WHICH KNEW NO SIN,
MIGHT HAVE THE
POWER OF BAPTISM” 
 
ST AMBROSE

CATECHISM CORNER 
BAPTISM

This sacrament is called Baptism, after the central rite by which 
it is carried out: to baptise (Greek baptizein) means to "plunge" 

or "immerse"; the "plunge" into the water symbolises the 
catechumen's burial into Christ's death, from which he rises up 

by resurrection with him, as "a new creature."
This sacrament is also called "the washing of regeneration and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit," for it signifies and actually brings 
about the birth of water and the Spirit without which no one 

"can enter the kingdom of God.” (1214, 1215)

BOOKSHOP VOLUNTEERS  
 

If you have a spare hour or two every now and then to 
volunteer at the bookshop, your help would be very much 

appreciated. The Friars’ Bookshop is open Fridays, 
Saturdays, Sundays from 9:30am-3:30pm.



PARISHIONER PROFILE 
Therese Mount  
 
Therese has been in the parish for about two years. She is regularly 
involved in volunteering with various activities including the food van, 
soup kitchen, young adult activities, and the bookshop (where she 
recently met customer Barry Humphries, but didn’t get a photo with 
him!). 
She says she is grateful for being part of a big family, and knowing that 
God never leaves her alone. She’s also grateful to be a part of the South 
Melbourne community, and would love to see the parish community 
grow. 
Therese currently teaches Maths, Science, and Religious Education at a 
Secondary school. She has honours in Neuroscience (with a research project in Epilepsy). Her 
brother is a Catholic priest in the Archdiocese of Melbourne, and she loves playing piano and tennis. 

SAINT OF THE WEEK  
St Anthony of the Desert - 17th January

St Anthony of the Desert is known as the “Father of the Monastic life.” 
He was born in the year 251, in Upper Egypt. Hearing at Mass the 
words “if you would be perfect, go, sell what you have and give it to the 
poor,” he gave away all his vast possessions — staying only to see that 
his sister’s education was completed — and retreated into the desert.  
His admirers became so many and so insistent that he was eventually 
persuaded to found two monasteries for them and to give them a rule 
of life. St Athanasius, in his biography of St Anthony, says that the mere 
knowledge of how Saint Anthony lived is a good guide to virtue.



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Pauline O’Hara, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, 
Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Eunice Costa, 
Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Watkins, Bonnie Breen, Maurita Carlisle, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, 
Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker, Helen Keighery, Alison Fraser, Tony Bailey.

Entrance Antiphon: After the Lord was baptized, the 
heavens were opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like 
a dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: this is my 
beloved Son in who I am well pleased.

1st. Reading – Isaiah 42:1-4. 6-7 
We hear a final passage from Isaiah who has guided us 
through the majority of readings in the Christmas season. 
The Chosen One, in whom God delights, reveals Jesus to be 
the one who brings justice to the nations.

Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord will bless His people with peace. 

O give the Lord you sons of God, give the Lord Glory and 
power;
Give the Lord the glory of His name. Adore the Lord in His 
holy court.

The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters. 
The Lord on the immensity of waters; 
the voice of the Lord, full of power, 
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour.

The God of glory thunders. In His temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits as King 
for ever.

The Lord will bless His people with peace. 

2nd Reading – Acts 10:34-38 
The apostle, Peter, is renowned for his conversion and 
changing his line of thought. In this incident of baptizing the 
household of Cornelius, he acknowledges he has had to 
change his views and welcome non-Jews.

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard: 
this is my beloved Son, hear Him. Alleluia!

Gospel – Luke 3:15-16,21-22 
John announces the “more powerful one” who will come; 
Jesus is baptised.

Next week’ reading:  
1 Isaiah 62:1-5  
2 1 Corinthians 12;4-11
Gospel John 2:1-11

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his bishops, 
priests and religious that as leaders of the 
Church they may gently guide the faithful to 
live their commitments assumed at the time 
of their baptism.

Lord, we pray for all the baptised, so that 
across all traditions everyone may recognise 
that we profess one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and there is one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism.

Lord, we pray for all who are baptised in the 
Church. May they be conscious, that living 
out the many roles we share in baptism into 
Christ’s body, we manifest our unity with 
Christ, who was baptised priest, prophet, 
and King.

Lord, we pray for visiting family members 
and visitors here in our community for the 
first time. May their worship with us 
rekindle warm memories of family faith 
shared together and encourage in their 
family worship in this New Year ahead.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time Jimmy 
Nguyen, Tony McAndrew, Antonio 
Lancuba, Giovanni Lancuba, Kevin 
Diamond, Antonia & Francesco 
Pugliese, Giovanni Pugliese.

Collections: Jan 5/6, 2019 

1st Collection: $ 1056
2nd Collection: $ 685 

1st Collection goes to the 
Friars, and the 2nd 

collection goes to the 
maintenance of the Parish.

READERS 
Adrian

Osmond, Megan
Angela

Andy, Geraldine C

E.M.E 

Geraldine, Doris

Rick, Doris 

HOSPITALITY 

Bill, Carol

Margaret, Eileen 

FLOWERS 
Geraldine, SueSat 12th -

Sun 13th -
Sat 19th -
Sun 20th -


