
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Fri: 8am  .  Saturday: 10am  

Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

 
PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  

FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  
Emerald Hill Mission: 0409 417 412  

 
Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

31 March, 2019

WHAT’S ON

Holy Hour
Every Wednesday

6:30pm

Stations of the Cross 
(plus Fish & Chips)  

Every Friday in Lent
7pm

Lenten Reflections
Every Friday in Lent 

9:15am

Craft Group
Mon 8th & Wed 10th 

April
12pm

Palm Sunday Concert
Sun 14th April

5pm

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

“While he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him 

and was moved with 
pity” (Lk 15:20)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR C
 
Each Lent and Advent, Capuchin Father Raniero Cantalamessa gives a series of homilies before the Pope and 
the  Pontifical Household. This is an extract from the second Lenten homily given on the 22nd March:  

Interiority is a value in crisis. The “interior life” which at one time was almost synonymous with 
spiritual life, now tends instead to be looked at with suspicion. There are dictionaries of spirituality that 
completely omit the words “interiority” and “recollection,” and others that do carry them express 
reservations. For example, they note that there are no biblical words, after all, that correspond exactly 
to these words, or that they could have been decisively influenced by Platonic philosophy, or that they 
could lean to subjectivism, and so on. A revealing symptom of this loss of taste and esteem for the 
interiority is the fate suffered by the Imitation of Christ, which is kind of introductory manual to the 
interior life. From being the most beloved book by Christians after the Bible, it has, in a few decades, 
become a forgotten book.

Some causes of this crisis are ancient and inherent in our very nature. Our “composition,” since we are 
constituted by flesh and spirit, means that we are like an inclined plane, but one that is slanted toward 
the external, the visible, and the multiple. Like the universe after the initial explosion (the famous Big 
Bang), we too are in the phase of expansion and of moving away from the centre. “The eye is not 
satisfied by seeing, nor has the ear enough of hearing” (Eccles 1:8). We are continuously “outbound” 
through the five doors or windows of our senses.

Other causes are instead more specific and topical. One is the relevance acquired by “social issues,” 
which is certainly a positive value in our times, but if it is not rebalanced, it can emphasise an outward 
orientation and the depersonalisation of human beings. In the secular culture of our time, the role that 
Christian interior life used to fulfill has been assumed by psychology and psychoanalysis, which goes no 
further, however, than the unconscious and its subjectivity, disregarding the interior life’s intimate 
connection to God.

In the ecclesial sphere, the affirmation by the Vatican Council of the idea of the “Church in the Modern 
World” at times replaced the ancient ideal of flight from the world with the ideal of the flight toward 
the world. The abandonment of the interior life and an external orientation constitute one aspect—
which is among the most dangerous—of the phenomenon of secularism. There was even an attempt to 
justify this new orientation theologically that took on the name “Death of God theology” or the 
“Secular City.” God himself, they say, set up that example for us. By incarnating himself, he emptied 
himself, he went out of himself and the interior life of the Trinity; he became “secularised,” that is, he 
became merged into the secular. He became a God “outside of himself.”



CATECHISM CORNER
THE MANY FORMS OF PENANCE IN CHRISTIAN LIFE

The process of conversion and repentance was described by Jesus in the parable of the 
prodigal son, the centre of which is the merciful father: the fascination of illusory 
freedom, the abandonment of the father's house; the extreme misery in which the son 
finds himself after squandering his fortune; his deep humiliation at finding himself obliged 
to feed swine, and still worse, at wanting to feed on the husks the pigs ate; his reflection 
on all he has lost; his repentance and decision to declare himself guilty before his father; 
the journey back; the father's generous welcome; the father's joy - all these are 
characteristic of the process of conversion. The beautiful robe, the ring, and the festive 
banquet are symbols of that new life - pure worthy, and joyful - of anyone who returns to 
God and to the bosom of his family, which is the Church. Only the heart Of Christ Who 
knows the depths of his Father's love could reveal to us the abyss of his mercy in so 
simple and beautiful a way (n. 1439).

SUNDAY 
EVENING 

MASS  
As part of the preparation for 

the Sacrament of First 
Reconciliation, there will be 
6pm Sunday Mass  

on (17th) (24th), 31st 
March  

for the class and their families.  
But all parishioners are 

welcome to attend.

 

PARISH
HOLY HOUR
Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament
every Wednesday

6:30 - 7:30pm

   
Y O U N G    A D U L T  

  D I S C U S S I O N    G R O U P 
 

W e d n e s d a y s 
i n    L e n t ,   7 p m 

LENTEN MORNING TEAS 
Every Friday in Lent, 9:15am in 

the hall 
 
The morning will include  
a Lenten Scripture reading  
and reflection 

DAILY MASS
8am Mon - Fri 

    PROJECT COMPASSION
Please remember to collect a donation 
box from the back of the church and 

return at the end of Lent



PALM SUNDAY CONCERT
The Astra Choir  

and soloists, conducted  
by John McCaughey, 

will be performing  
‘Polyphony from the  

USA, Spain and Brazil’  
 

Sts Peter and Paul’s  
Sunday 14th of April, 5pm. 

 
Entry: Full $35,  

Concession $20.

GOSPEL REFLECTION
Found Alive Again 

In today’s First Reading, God forgives “the reproach” of 
the generations who grumbled against Him after the 
Exodus. On the threshold of the promised land, Israel 
can with a clean heart celebrate the Passover, the feast 
of God’s firstborn son (see Joshua 5:6–7; Exodus 4:22; 
12:12–13).
Reconciliation is also at the heart of the story Jesus 
tells in today’s Gospel. The story of the Prodigal Son is 
the story of Israel and of the human race. But it is also 
the story of every believer.
In Baptism, we’re given a divine birthright, made “a new 
creation,” as Paul puts it in today’s Epistle. But when we 
sin, we’re like the Prodigal Son, quitting our Father’s 
house, squandering our inheritance in trying to live 
without Him.
Lost in sin, we cut ourselves off from the grace of 
sonship lavished upon us in Baptism. It is still possible 
for us to come to our senses, make our way back to 
the Father, as the prodigal does.
But only He can remove the reproach and restore the 
divine sonship we have spurned. Only He can free us 
from the slavery to sin that causes us—like the Prodigal 
Son—to see God not as our Father but as our master, 
One we serve as slaves.
God wants not slaves but children. Like the father in 
today’s Gospel, He longs to call each of us “My son,” to 
share His life with us, to tell us: “Everything I have is 
yours.”
The Father’s words of longing and compassion still 
come to His prodigal children in the Sacrament of 
Penance. This is part of what Paul today calls “the 
ministry of reconciliation” entrusted by Jesus to the 
Apostles and the Church.
Reconciled like Israel, we take our place at the table of 
the Eucharist, the homecoming banquet the Father calls 
for His lost sons, the new Passover we celebrate this 
side of heaven. We taste the goodness of the Lord, as 
we sing in today’s Psalm, rejoicing that we who were 
dead are found alive again.

Scott Hahn

The fourth, or middle,  Sunday of Lent, so called from the first words of the 
Introit at Mass, "Laetare  Jerusalem " -- "Rejoice, O  Jerusalem ". Strictly speaking, 
the Thursday before Laetare Sunday is the middle day of Lent, and it was at one 
time observed as such, but afterwards the special signs of joy permitted on this 
day, intended to encourage the faithful in their course through the season of 
penance, were transferred to the  Sunday following. Like Gaudete Sunday in  
Advent, rose-coloured  vestments are worn instead of purple. The contrast 
between Laetare and the other Sundays is thus emphasised, and is emblematical 
of the joys of this life, restrained rejoicing mingled with a certain amount of 
sadness. The station at  Rome was on this day made at the church of S. Croce in 
Gerusalemme, one of the seven chief basilicas ; the Golden Rose, sent by the  
popes to  Catholic sovereigns, used to be blessed at this time, and for this reason 
the day was sometimes called "Dominica de Rosa". Other names applied to it 
were Refreshment Sunday, or the  Sunday of the Five Loaves, from a  miracle 
recorded in the Gospel; Mid-Lent, mi-carême , or mediana ; and Mothering 
Sunday because formerly the faithful used to make their offerings in the  
cathedral or mother-church on this day.

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Isidore of Seville, Bishop, Doctor,
4th of April 

St Isidore served as the 
archbishop of Seville for 
the last 32 years of his 
l i fe , dur ing the 7 th 
century.  He was a great 
and learned scholar who 
also cared deeply for the 
poor, and rights of Jews 
and monks. His other 
siblings, two brothers and 
a sister, are also known 
saints. In 1997, St Pope 
John Paul II declared him 
the patron saint of the 
internet. 

EMERALD HILL RACE DAY
Come join the Emerald Hill Mission Annual Race Day. Will 
include 4-course meal. Saturday 11th of May, 12pm 

at Caulfield Racecourse, in The Committee Room.  
Enquiries: Mary-Anne Nunan 0419239571  

maryannenunan@optusnet.com.au



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Eunice Costa, Giovanna Santarossa, James, Burnes, James Watkins, 
Bonnie Breen, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker,  Helen Keighery,  Alison Fraser,  Tony Bailey, 
Steven Wallace., Elaine Wallace.

4th Sunday of Lent

Entrance Antiphon:  Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be satisfied at 
her consoling breast. 

1st. Reading – Joshua 5:9-12 
We hear an ancient example of the importance of the Passover 
as the living experience of the people encouraged them to trust 
the Lord God’s shepherding of the people.

Responsorial Psalm 
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise always on my lips; in 
the Lord my soul shall make its boast. The humble shall hear and 
be glad.

Glorify the Lord with me. Together let us praise His name.
I sought the Lord and He answered me; from all my terrors He 
set me free.

Look towards Him and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed.
This poor man called; the Lord heard him and rescued him from 
all his distress.

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

2nd Reading – 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
This passage from St. Paul is one of the strongest declarations of 
how we are reconciled with God through Christ and His Spirit 
in the Church. That we are ambassadors for Christ, is the 
perfect way of living our Baptismal responsibility this Lent.

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I will rise and go to my Father and tell him: Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you.
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Gospel - Luke 15:1-3. 11-32 
In this prime time of Lent the full text of Luke 15 could well 
serve as a strong indicator of the need for all of us to examine 
our attitudes and behaviour without being self-righteous, like the 
older brother or sister.

Next week’s reading: 1                   Isaiah 43:16-21 
                                     2                   Philippians 3:8-14 
                                     Gospel          John 8:1-11

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his bishops, 
clergy and religious that they may guide the 
people to understand God as Father who 
loves and cares for us his children.

Lord, we pray for our Church leaders. May 
they be “ambassadors for Christ” in their 
ministry in Christ’s name to preach the 
Gospel of reconciliation for all.

Lord, we pray for those left suffering after 
natural disasters. May they find hope and 
consolation in the practical help and care of 
others.

Lord, we pray in this Lenten season for a 
deep sense of repentance and reconciliation. 
May our sacrifices for project Compassion 
be an outreach for the good of others.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently Fr Joseph Tran 
and those whose anniversaries occur about 
this time Jock Sinclair, Bart Pascoe, 
Mary O’Connor, Mary Walker, 
Stephen Leitch, Trish Reardon, 
George Baines, Joan Bourke 

 
Collections: March 23/24, 2019 

1st Collection: $1274
2nd Collection: $953 

1st Collection goes to the 
Friars, and the 2nd 

collection goes to the 
running costs of the Parish.

Sat 30
Sun 31
Sat 06 
Sun 07

READERS 
Ashley

Michele & Mario 
Ann M

Brian & Mavis

E.M.E 

Rick & Doris

Doris & Teresa 

HOSPITALITY 

Frank & Mavis

Andy & Geraldine 

FLOWERS
Geraldine F & Sue

Ann & Priska


