
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           20th September 

 
25th Sunday Ordinary Time A 

 

‘First and Last’ 
 

The house of Israel is the vine of God, who planted and watered it, preparing the 
Israelites to bear fruits of righteousness (see Isaiah 5:7; 27:2–5). 
Israel failed to yield good fruits and the Lord allowed His vineyard, Israel’s kingdom, 
to be overrun by conquerors (see Psalm 80:9–20). But God promised that one day 
He would replant His vineyard and its shoots would blossom to the ends of the earth 
(see Amos 9:15; Hosea 14:5–10). 
 
This is the biblical backdrop to Jesus’ parable of salvation history in today’s Gospel. 
The landowner is God. The vineyard is the kingdom. The workers hired at dawn are 
the Israelites, to whom He first offered His covenant. Those hired later in the day are 
the Gentiles, the non-Israelites, who, until the coming of Christ, were strangers to the 
covenants of promise (see Ephesians 2:11–13). In the Lord’s great generosity, the 
same wages, the same blessings promised to the first-called, the Israelites, will be 
paid to those called last, the rest of the nations. 
 
This provokes grumbling in today’s parable. Doesn’t the complaint of those first 
laborers sound like that of the older brother in Jesus’ prodigal son parable (see Luke 
15:29–30)? God’s ways, however, are far from our ways, as we hear in today’s First 
Reading. And today’s readings should caution us against the temptation to resent 
God’s lavish mercy. Like the Gentiles, many will be allowed to enter the kingdom 
late—after having spent most of their days idling in sin. 
 
But even these can call upon Him and find Him near, as we sing in today’s Pslam. 
We should rejoice that God has compassion on all whom He has created. This should 
console us, too, especially if we have loved ones who remain far from the vineyard. 
Our task is to continue laboring in His vineyard. As Paul says in today’s Epistle, let 
us conduct ourselves worthily, struggling to bring all men and women to the praise 
of His name. 
 
Scott Hahn 
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Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses. 
 
 

                                                                             Proverb 10:12 
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Social Services Sunday  

20th September  

A time to reflect and give thanks 

 

On 20th September 2020, we mark Social Services Sunday within the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne. 

On this day we are invited to give thanks and pray for all who stand with and provide support to those who 

are marginalised and vulnerable within our communities. We recognise with deep gratitude, those working 

within Catholic Social Services Victoria’s 45 member organisations, the 7,000 staff and 17,000 volunteers, 

who together, serve more than 200,000 people in need each year. We also give thanks for all in our parishes, 

who are so often at the forefront of providing practical support and care to those in need within their local 

communities, and beyond. We call to mind the 2020/21 Social Justice Statement brought out recently by the 

Australian Catholic bishops, To Live Life to the Full: Mental Health in Australia Today, and so draw your 

attention to a recent event hosted by CSSV, Counselling and Therapeutic Support in a Time of COVID, which 

provided an opportunity to become more familiar with mental health services, and how to practically reach out 

for or point to assistance. Parishioners will find the resources in this article helpful. 

 

Prayer for Courage and Compassion 

 

Compassionate God, 

Your unconditional love for all 

inspires our hearts and empowers our actions 

for those who are most vulnerable. 

May we boldly and humbly serve one another 

and be steadfast in our work for justice for all people. 

Keep our hearts open to the joys and the hopes of our world, 

and our ears ready to hear your call 

to truth, justice and reconciliation. 

Let us continue to draw inspiration and strength 

from those, like St Mary MacKillop, 

on whose shoulders we stand. 

We gather in Jesus’ name 

to be nourished and to move forward together 

in hope and joy. 

Amen 

 

This prayer was the 2020 National Catholic Social Services Conference prayer held in February 2020 in Melbourne. 
The Conference was convened by Catholic Social Services Victoria and Catholic Social Services Australia.  

 



 

 

 



  

 

FRUSTRATED ABOUT COVID? 

It's normal to feel angry, frustrated or stressed as a result of the lockdown 
restrictions.  

While we can't change our situation, what we can control is how we respond to 
it. 

Speak to a friendly counsellor today to vent frustrations and learn how to 
manage negative or unwanted emotions. 

Further information https://www.ccam.org.au/ 

 

                         

                                                            

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

Pope Paul VI 
20th September 
Pope Paul VI born Giovanni Battista Enrico Antonio Maria 
Montini, (26.09.1897 –6.08.1978) was head of the Catholic Church and 
sovereign of the Vatican City State from 21 June 1963 to his death in 
1978. John XXIII elevated him to the College of Cardinals in 1958, and 
after the death of John XXIII, Montini was considered one of his most 
likely successors. Upon his election to the papacy, Montini took the name 
Paul VI. 

Following the standard procedures that lead to sainthood, Pope Benedict 
XVI declared that the late pontiff had lived a life of heroic virtue and 
conferred the title of Venerable upon him on 20 December 2012. Pope 
Francis beatified him on 19 October 2014 after the recognition of a 
miracle attributed to his intercession. His liturgical feast was celebrated 
on the date of his birth on 26 September until 2019 when it was changed 
to the date of his sacerdotal ordination on 29 May. Pope Francis 
canonised Paul VI on 14 October 2018.                                    Wikipedia 

 

Majellan Christmas Card for Sale 
 

We extend our gratitude to all our readers for the amazing 
response so far to our Christmas card 
sale. Selling Christmas cards is the single largest 
fundraising initiative that we have at the Majellan each 
year. The money raised helps us to grow and be the 
strongest voice possible for families and to 
assist families with issues. This year we need your support 
more than ever.  

 

There is no better time to send your loved ones our 
beautifully designed Majellan cards, that convey the true 
meaning of Christmas and are reasonably priced. Individual 
packs can be bought for only $7.50, including postage.     

Further information: 

https://majellan.media/product/christmas-cards-2020/ 



 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Miles Bunteski, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Teresa 
Sheehan, Ann Trindade, Marie Grafen. 
 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

Entrance Antiphon: I am the salvation of the people, says the 
Lord. Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I 
will be their Lord for ever. 
 
1st Reading – Isaiah 55:6-9 
God’s ways are not our ways; He is rich in forgiving. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord is near to all who call Him. 
 
I will bless you day after day and praise your name forever. 
The Lord is great, to be praised, His greatness cannot be measured. 
 
He is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all His creatures. 
 
The Lord is just in all His ways and loving in all His deeds. 
He is close to all who call on Him from their hearts. 
 
The Lord is near to all who call Him. 
 
2nd Reading – Philippians 1:20-24, 27 
Death will bring full union with Christ, provided that our conduct here 
on earth does not put that union in jeopardy. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son. Alleluia! 
 
Gospel – Matthew 20:1-16 
The parable about the owner of the vineyard is meant to shake the 
Jews out of complacency, that the Kingdom of God was for them 
alone. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1st      Ezekiel 18:25-28 
    2nd     Philippians 2:1-11 or 2:1-5 
    Gospel     Matthew 21:28-32 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray for Pope Francis and all spiritual 
leaders, that they will be sure guides for us 
to the wonderful mystery of God. 
 
We pray for a world-wide conversion of 
heart, that human greed and selfishness 
be replaced by a joyful spirit of 
thankfulness. 
 
We renew our prayer for front-line health 
and community workers, that they stay 
safe and strong as they devote themselves 
to the care of others. 
 
We pray again for those facing financial 
ruin or extreme hardship because of the 
pan-demic, that a national spirit of 
solidarity will ensure on-going support for 
them. 
 
We pray for those suffering the pain of 
loneliness and isolation, that family and 
friends will find ways of assuring them they 
are cherished.  
 
We pray for each of us gathered here, that 
we may meet the challenge of witnessing 
to God’s ways by living out the words of the 
Gospel. 
 
We remember with compassion our family 
and friends who have gone before us. Hold 
them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently, and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time, 
Joseph Perrone, Louise Ross, Stephanie 
Hosford, Jack Artis, Joe Khouri, June 
Tobin, Viji Corless. 

Online per week (August): $1470 
 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

Please note our roster will recommence when we can have mass again. 
Hoping Everyone stays well and safe. 

Carol 


