
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

12th April 2020 

 
Easter Sunday A 

 

They Saw and Believed 
 

 

Jesus is nowhere visible. Yet today’s Gospel tells us that Peter and John “saw and 
believed.” 

What did they see? Burial shrouds lying on the floor of an empty tomb. Maybe that 
convinced them that He hadn’t been carted off by grave robbers, who usually stole 
the expensive burial linens and left the corpses behind. 

But notice the repetition of the word “tomb”—seven times in nine verses. They saw 
the empty tomb and they believed what He had promised: that God would raise Him 
on the third day. 

Chosen to be His “witnesses,” today’s First Reading tells us, the Apostles were 
“commissioned . . . to preach . . . and testify” to all that they had seen—from His 
anointing with the Holy Spirit at the Jordan to the empty tomb. 

More than their own experience, they were instructed in the mysteries of the divine 
economy, God’s saving plan—to know how “all the prophets bear witness” to Him 
(see Luke 24:27,44). 

Now they could “understand the Scripture,” could teach us what He had told them—
that He was “the Stone which the builders rejected,” who, today’s Psalm prophesies, 
will be resurrected and 

exalted. (see Luke 20:17; Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11). 

We are the children of the apostolic witnesses. That is why we still gather early in the 
morning on the first day of every week to celebrate this feast of the empty tomb and 
give thanks for “Christ our life,” as today’s Epistle calls Him. 

Baptized into His death and Resurrection, we live the heavenly life of the risen Christ, 
our lives “hidden with Christ in God.” We are now His witnesses, too. But we testify to 
things we cannot see but only believe; we seek in earthly things what is above. 

We live in memory of the Apostles’ witness, like them eating and drinking with the 
risen Lord at the altar. And we wait in hope for what the Apostles told us would 
come—the day when we too “will appear with Him in glory.” 

 
Scott Hahn 
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Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap 
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Emerald Hill Mission (EHM) 
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0409 417 412 (EHM) 
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Our Easter Reflection 

 

A different Kind of Easter - Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ 
 

 
 

The loss this year of those rituals and traditions that mark Easter also bring to light the original depths of 
the Easter story. 

For many of us this year the celebration of Easter Sunday this year will feel more like Lent or Passion Week. That 
will be the case for all our fellow Australians, too. There will be no football, no concerts, no interstate or international 
travel, few schools to have holidays from, no family gatherings. The atmosphere, too, will be one of constraint, not 
freedom. Fear and anxiety about the future will stay close to us. We are all captive to coronavirus. 

These restrictions are hurtful, but they may also open us to the depths of the story of the first Easter. 

In the Gospel stories Easter Sunday dawns in a world remarkably like our own this year. There is nothing to 
celebrate. Jesus’ world has been shut down; his disciples are hiding away in locked rooms in fear that they will be 
the next to be arrested; the only people in the streets apart from the police are a couple of Jesus’ friends, mostly 
women. Their love, which has overcome their fear, draws them out to visit his tomb. 

Hope temporarily lost 

As Easter Sunday dawns his followers have not only lost a friend and a leader. They have also lost the hope that 
they placed in him, and the reason for following him. They walked with him because they believed that God would 
act through him to free his people. The crucifixion of Jesus had proved that belief to be absurd and had taken 
away any grounds for hope. The leaders of his own people had disowned him. The Roman authorities had done 
what they were expert at. They killed Jesus slowly outside the city, leaving him nailed naked and writhing to a 
timber pole, stripping away his humanity and any hope that he would bring freedom. For his disciples Easter 
Sunday dawned in a desert. 

The Gospel stories at Easter time are not just about celebration. They describe in different ways the disciples’ 
transition from despair at the death of a friend and of their own hopes to joy and the realisation that God has freed 
them though his death. Disciples cowering behind locked doors find Jesus present with them. Disciples leaving 
Jerusalem in grief find that he has been walking with them. Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb in grief to anoint his 
corpse finds him waiting for her unrecognised outside the tomb. These stories all point to God’s presence and 
victory in what seemed to be a crushing and final defeat. 

God’s love is with us 

In a stirring passage, Paul begins with the words ‘Nothing can separate us from the love of God’. He goes on to 
list the human catastrophes that might be expected to do so. He was confident because he believed so strongly 
that God had raised Jesus from the dead. 

Today he might add to his list all the experiences of coronavirus – the sickness, death, isolation, impoverishment 
and loneliness that it has brought with it. For him the raising of Jesus meant that beyond these things lay a hope 
and love stronger than death. 

This year, as we contemplate all the things that could separate us from hope, Easter invites all of us to ask what 
matters to us deeply enough to sustain us in the face of loss and death. It invites us, too, to ask for a deeper faith 
and hope. 

 



 

  

 

 

“Better days will return. 

We will be with our friends again. 

We will be with our families again. 

We will meet again." 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Wishing everybody a very 
Happy & Holy Easter. 

 



 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill: Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, 
Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, 
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, Jeff 
Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Colin 
Crawford, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino. 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray for Pope Francis, his bishops, 
clergy and religious that their pastoral 
care of souls they may be assisted by the 
Holy Spirit during this time of world crisis. 
  
We pray for Christ’s church, that we may 
have a living faith in His Resurrection.  
 
We pray for the victims of the 
Coronavirus and for all those suffering 
fear and anxiety because of the sickness. 
May they be protected by your love and 
compassion. 
 
We pray for our medical staff, police, 
emergency service workers and those in 
retail, protect and keep them safe. 
 
Lord, as we celebrate your Resurrection, 
help us to remember those people in our 
community who are in need of our care 
and support.  
 
Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this 
time Zoran Romic, Fr Neale Wilson, Fr 
Gerry Briglia, Jock Sinclair, Ellen 
Kennedy, Gladys Browhill, Thelma and 
Jim Rodda, Patricia Ryan Irena Sibley, 
Dianne South, Tony Ramirez..  
 

Collections : Apr 4/5, 2020 
 

1st Collection: $ 
2nd Collection: $ 

Online per week (Mar): $570 
 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

 
Sat   11 
Sun  12 
Sat   18 
Sun  19 
 

READERS 
 

Geraldine & Carmel 
Angela 

Osmond & Megan 

E.M.E 
  

Doris & Geraldine 
        

Geraldine & Merlyn 

HOSPITALITY 
 

Denise & Olwen  
 

Geraldine & Colin 

 
 

FLOWERS 
Geraldine & Sue 

 
Vinolia & Doris 

 
 


