
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

2nd August 2020 

 
18th Sunday Ordinary Time A 

 

Food In Due Season 
 

In Jesus and the Church, Isaiah’s promises in today’s First Reading are fulfilled. All 
who are thirsty come to the living waters of Baptism (see John 4:14). The hungry 
delight in rich fare—given bread to eat and wine to drink at the Eucharistic table. 
 
This is the point, too, of today’s Gospel. The story of Jesus’ feeding of the 5,000 
brims with allusions to the Old Testament. Jesus is portrayed as a David-like 
shepherd who leads His flock to lie down on green grass as He spreads the table of 
the Messiah’s banquet before them (see Psalm 23). 
 
Jesus is shown as a new Moses, who likewise feeds vast crowds in a deserted place. 
Finally, Jesus is shown doing what the prophet Elisha did—satisfying the hunger of 
the crowd with a few loaves and having some left over (see 2 Kings 4:42–44). 
 
Matthew also wants us to see the feeding of the 5,000 as a sign of the Eucharist. 
Notice that Jesus performs the same actions in the same sequence as at the Last 
Supper—He takes bread, says a blessing, breaks it, and gives it (see Matthew 
26:26). 
 
Jesus instructed His Apostles to celebrate the Eucharist in memory of Him. And the 
ministry of the Twelve is subtly stressed in today’s account. Before He performs the 
miracle, Jesus instructs the Twelve to give the crowd “some food yourselves.” 
Indeed, the Apostles themselves distribute the bread blessed by Jesus (see Matthew 
15:36). 
 
And the leftovers are enough to fill precisely 12 baskets—corresponding to each of 
the Apostles, the pillars of the Church (see Galatians 2:9; Revelation 21:14). 
 
In the Church, as we sing in today’s Psalm, God gives us food in due season, opens 
His hands and satisfies the desires of every living thing. Now, as Paul reminds us in 
today’s Epistle, nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
Scott Hahn 
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18Children, let us love not in word or speech but in 

deed and truth 

                                                                     1John 3:18 
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FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

Saint John Vianney 
4th August 
 John Vianney, aman with vision overcomes obstacles and performs deeds 
that seem impossibleHe wanted to become a priest. Situations calling for 
“impossible” deeds followed him everywhere. As pastor of the parish at Ars, 
John encountered people who were indifferent and quite comfortable with 
their style of living. His vision led him through severe fasts and short nights 
of sleep. 
With Catherine Lassagne and Benedicta Lardet, he established La 
Providence, a home for girls. Only a man of vision could have such trust that 
God would provide for the spiritual and material needs of all those who 
came to make La Providence their home. 
His work as a confessor is John Vianney’s most remarkable 
accomplishment. In the winter months he was to spend 11 to 12 hours daily 
reconciling people with God. In the summer months this time was increased 
to 16 hours. Unless a man was dedicated to his vision of a priestly vocation, 
he could not have endured this giving of self day after day. 
Many people look forward to retirement and taking it easy, doing the things 
they always wanted to do but never had the time. But John Vianney had no 
thoughts of retirement. As his fame spread, more hours were consumed in 
serving God’s people.  

Source – Fransiscanmedia.org 

Inspirational Book and Movie by Fr Paul Glynn 

 

 

 
 

The inspiring story of Atomic bomb survivor and 
Catholic convert, Dr. Takashi Nagai. 

Nagai, a descendent of a Samurai family, a patriot 
and a pioneering scientist embarks upon a quest for 
the "ultimate truth"—the meaning to life and death. 
This journey leads him to discover the "Hidden 
Christians" of Nagasaki and meet Midori, the woman 
who will finally transform a skeptical man of intellect, 
into a man of the heart and faith. 

When Japan declares war on England and The 
United States, Takashi serves his country by working 
long hours in his X-ray department, at the high cost to 
his health and family life. But everything changes in a 
flash, as the atomic bomb is detonated over 
Nagasaki. Midori is one of the tens of thousands of 
people killed instantly. 

 

Takashi, battling leukemia and radiation sickeness, is 
left alone to raise their two young children. He turns to 
God for help, and is inspired to rebuild Nagasaki from 
rubble and ashes. While becoming increasingly 
incapacitated and finally bedridden, he writes about his 
experiences. 

Through the profound words of this revered Man of 
Peace, the country defeated and demoralized by war 
rediscovers the healing of power of love. 



 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Colin Crawford, Frank 
O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Teresa Sheehan, Ann Trindade. 
 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, make 
haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not 
delay. 
 
1st reading – Isaiah 55:1-3 
Those things we buy with money don’t really satisfy. God urges us 
to listen to Him and we shall live. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
The hand of the Lord feeds us: He answers all our needs. 
 
The Lord is kind and full of compassion,  
slow to anger, abounding in love. 
How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all His creatures. 
 
The eyes of all creatures look to you  
and you give them their food in due time. 
You open wide your hand, grant the desires of all who live. 
 
The Lord is just in all His ways and giving in all His deeds, 
He is close to all who call Him, call on Him from their hearts. 
 
The hand of the Lord feeds us: He answers all our needs. 
 
2nd reading – Romans 8:35, 37-39 
St. Paul gives us the comforting reminder that nothing can come 
between us and the love of God. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.   Alleluia! 
 
Gospel – Matthew 14:13-21 
The miracle of the loaves and fishes when Jesus feeds the 
multitude – the opening segment in a sequence which Matthew 
uses to show the teaching of Jesus about the Kingdom of God on 
earth, His Church. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1s   1 Kings 19:9, 11-13 
    2nd  Romans 9:1-5 
    Gospel  Matthew 14:22-33 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray for Pope Francis and those who 
lead us in Faith, may they always know 
that the work of the Lord is life giving, and 
when resources are scarce help them to 
trust in the multiplying love of Jesus’ 
ministry. 
 

We pray for all Christians that they find a 
level of response to Jesus’ words “give 
them something to eat yourselves”. May 
we all be generous in sharing our time, 
talents and treasures. 
 

We pray for our family of faith, may we be 
to our community a sign of Christ’s 
compassion and concern to all. 
 
We pray for the world’s poor and hungry, 
that the global response to the COVID 
pandemic will offer them proper access to 
the necessities of life. 
 

We remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, 
especially those who have died recently, 
and those whose anniversaries occur 
about this time Sr. Moira Mottram, Leo 
O’Brien, Trish White, Mary Pearson, 
Nicolae, Otilia, Emil, Aurelia, Family 
Urdea, Agaftea, Dumitru, Radu, 
Elisabetha, Ciprian 
 
 
 
 Collections : - 

 

Collection : $- 
Online per week (July): $1195 

 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

Please note our roster will recommence when we can have mass again. 
Hoping Everyone stays well and safe. 

Carol 


