
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Fri: 8am  .  Saturday: 10am  

Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

 

PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  
FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  

Emerald Hill Mission: 0409 417 412  
 

Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

10 March, 2019

WHAT’S ON

Holy Hour
Wednesdays,

6:30pm

Stations of the Cross 
(plus Fish & Chips)  

Every Friday in Lent
7pm

Lenten Discussion 
Group

Every Friday in Lent 
9:15am

Craft Group
Mon 11th & Wed 

13th March, 12pm

New Parishioner 
Gathering 

Sun 17th March, 
11am

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus left the 
Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit through the 
wilderness, being 
tempted there by the 
devil for forty days.’
(Lk 4:1)

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR C 

We have entered into the season of Lent, a time that calls us to a closer relationship 
with God - a time to focus more intently on what it means to be a Christian in light of 
what God has done for us. The first Sunday of Lent always begins with the reading of 
Jesus’ temptation in the desert. The purpose of the devil’s temptation of Jesus, and the 
purpose of the devil throughout Scripture is to direct us away from God. The temptation 
we are always called to resist is the temptation to put other things before God - to 
focus on the less important things, things that will not lead to happiness and fulfilment.  
 
In this time of Lent we can challenge ourselves to put in place things that help us focus 
on the higher things, and strengthen us against the temptations that will draw us away 
from God. Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are the three pillars that the Church encourages 
us to take up in this time of Lent. Lent is not just a time for ‘giving things up’ (although 
this practice - fasting - helps us to realise what we really need). In Lent we are also called 
to deepen our prayer life, and also consider ways that we can give to others.

In our parish over the coming weeks, we have a number of opportunities to help us 
focus more intently on our relationship with Jesus in preparation for Easter. We have the 
Stations of the Cross each Friday evening, where we can reflect on the sacrifice Jesus 
made for love of us. Each Wednesday evening we have a Holy Hour of Adoration - an 
opportunity to spend time in prayer before Jesus. We also have a Lenten morning tea on 
Friday mornings where we can reflect on the Scripture reading for the coming Sunday.

Next Sunday (which happens to be St Patrick’s Day, although we transfer the celebration 
to Monday 18th this year) we will have a “New Parishioners Gathering” after Mass. All 
those who are fairly new to the parish are encouraged to come for a morning tea and 
find out about what the parish has to offer.

Fr Dean



GOSPEL REFLECTION

Forty Days
In today’s epic Gospel scene, Jesus relives in His flesh the 
history of Israel.

We’ve already seen that, like Israel, Jesus has passed through 
water and been called God’s beloved Son (see Luke 3:22; 
Exodus 4:22). Now, as Israel was tested for forty years in the 
wilderness, Jesus is led into the desert to be tested for forty 
days and nights (see Exodus 15:25).

He faces the temptations put to Israel: Hungry, He’s tempted 
to grumble against God for food (see Exodus 16:1–13). As 
Israel quarreled at Massah, He’s tempted to doubt God’s care 
(see Exodus 17:1–6). When the Devil asks for His homage, 
He’s tempted to do what Israel did in creating the golden calf 
(see Exodus 32).

Jesus fights the Devil with the Word of God, three times 
quoting from Moses’ lecture about the lessons Israel was 
supposed to learn from its wilderness wanderings (see 
Deuteronomy 8:3; 6:16; 6:12–15).

Why do we read this story on the first Sunday of Lent? 
Because like the biblical sign of forty (see Genesis 7:12; Exodus 
24:18; 34:28; 1 Kings 19:8; Jonah 3:4), the forty days of Lent are 
a time of trial and purification.

Lent is to teach us what we hear over and over in today’s 
readings. “Call upon me, and I will answer,” the Lord promises 
in today’s Psalm. Paul promises the same thing in today’s Epistle 
(quoting Deuteronomy 30:14; Isaiah 28:16; Joel 2:32).

This was Israel’s experience, as Moses reminds his people in 
today’s First Reading: “We cried to the LORD . . . and He 
heard.” But each of us is tempted, as Israel was, to forget the 
great deeds He works in our lives, to neglect our birthright as 
His beloved sons and daughters.

Like the litany of remembrance Moses prescribes for Israel, we 
should see in the Mass a memorial of our salvation, and “bow 
down in His presence,” offering ourselves in thanksgiving for 
all He has given us.

Scott Hahn

CATECHISM CORNER 
JESUS’  TEMPTATIONS  

Jesus' temptation reveals the way in which the Son of 
God is Messiah, contrary to the way Satan proposes to 
him and the way men wish to attribute to him. This is 
why Christ vanquished the Tempter for us: "For we 
have not a high priest who is unable to sympathise 
with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect 
has been tested as we are, yet without sinning." By the 
solemn forty days of Lent the Church unites herself 
each year to the mystery of Jesus in the desert.

(n. 540)

SACRAMENT OF 
FIRST RECONCILIATION 

Classes will take place on Wednesdays 13th, 20th, and 
27th March, 3:45pm - 4:45pm, in the hall.

The Reconciliation night will be on Tuesday 2nd of April, 
at 7pm. Please contact Fr Dean as soon as possible if you 

would like to register.

SUNDAY EVENING MASS  
As part of the preparation for the Sacrament of First 

Reconciliation, there will be a  
6pm Sunday Mass on 17th, 24th, 

31st March  
that the class will attend. But all parishioners are 

welcome to attend this Mass

PARISH 
HOLY HOUR 

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
every Wednesday

6:30 - 7:30pm  
(except this Wednesday)

NEW PARISHIONER GATHERING 
There will be a gathering for new parishioners after 

Mass next  
Sunday 17th March.  

All those who are new to the parish, and those who 
would like to find out more about what is happening 

in the parish are welcome.

PROJECT COMPASSION 

The theme of this year’s Project Compassion appeal is 
‘Give Lent 100%’. Please remember to collect a donation 

box to help a good cause.

PLAY READING GROUP 

The next Play Reading group will be on Monday 18th 
March 1pm, in the hall. All are welcomed. For more 

information:  
Geraldine 0419 115 565 or Annie 0423 741 790 

LENTEN MORNING TEAS 
Every Friday in Lent, 9:15am in 

the hall 
 
The morning will include  
a Lenten Scripture reading  
and reflection. 



MESSAGE OF POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT 2019
Dear Brothers and Sisters
Each year, through Mother Church, God “gives us this joyful season 
when we prepare to celebrate the paschal mystery with mind and 
heart renewed… as we recall the great events that gave us new life 
in Christ” (Preface of Lent I). We can thus journey from Easter to 
Easter towards the fulfilment of the salvation we have already 
received as a result of Christ’s paschal mystery – “for in hope we 
were saved” (Rom 8:24). This mystery of salvation, already at work 
in us during our earthly lives, is a dynamic process that also 
embraces history and all of creation. As Saint Paul says, “the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 
God” (Rom 8:19). In this perspective, I would like to offer a few 
reflections to accompany our journey of conversion this coming 
Lent.
1. The redemption of creation 
The celebration of the Paschal Triduum of Christ’s passion, death 
and resurrection, the culmination of the liturgical year, calls us 
yearly to undertake a journey of preparation, in the knowledge that 
our being conformed to Christ (cf. Rom 8:29) is a priceless gift of 
God’s mercy.
When we live as children of God, redeemed, led by the Holy Spirit 
(cf. Rom 8:14) and capable of acknowledging and obeying God’s law, 
beginning with the law written on our hearts and in nature, we also 
benefit creation by cooperating in its redemption. That is why Saint 
Paul says that creation eagerly longs for the revelation of the 
children of God; in other words, that all those who enjoy the grace 
of Jesus’ paschal mystery may experience its fulfilment in the 
redemption of the human body itself. When the love of Christ 
transfigures the lives of the saints in spirit, body and soul, they give 
praise to God. Through prayer, contemplation and art, they also 
include other creatures in that praise, as we see admirably 
expressed in the “Canticle of the Creatures” by Saint Francis of 
Assisi (cf. Laudato Si’, 87). Yet in this world, the harmony generated 
by redemption is constantly threatened by the negative power of 
sin and death.
2. The destructive power of sin 
Indeed, when we fail to live as children of God, we often behave in a 
destructive way towards our neighbours and other creatures – and 
ourselves as well – since we begin to think more or less consciously 
that we can use them as we will. Intemperance then takes the upper 
hand: we start to live a life that exceeds those limits imposed by 
our human condition and nature itself. We yield to those 
untrammelled desires that the Book of Wisdom sees as typical of 
the ungodly, those who act without thought for God or hope for 
the future (cf. 2:1-11). Unless we tend constantly towards Easter, 
towards the horizon of the Resurrection, the mentality expressed 
in the slogans “I want it all and I want it now!” and “Too much is 
never enough”, gains the upper hand.
The root of all evil, as we know, is sin, which from its first 
appearance has disrupted our communion with God, with others 
and with creation itself, to which we are linked in a particular way 
by our body. This rupture of communion with God likewise 

undermines our harmonious relationship with the environment in 
which we are called to live, so that the garden has become a wilderness 
(cf. Gen 3:17-18). Sin leads man to consider himself the god of creation, 
to see himself as its absolute master and to use it, not for the purpose 
willed by the Creator but for his own interests, to the detriment of 
other creatures.
Once God’s law, the law of love, is forsaken, then the law of the strong 
over the weak takes over. The sin that lurks in the human heart (cf. Mk 
7:20-23) takes the shape of greed and unbridled pursuit of comfort, lack 
of concern for the good of others and even of oneself. It leads to the 
exploitation of creation, both persons and the environment, due to that 
insatiable covetousness which sees every desire as a right and sooner 
or later destroys all those in its grip.
3. The healing power of repentance and forgiveness 
Creation urgently needs the revelation of the children of God, who 
have been made “a new creation”. For “if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2 
Cor 5:17). Indeed, by virtue of their being revealed, creation itself can 
celebrate a Pasch, opening itself to a new heaven and a new earth (cf. 
Rev 21:1). The path to Easter demands that we renew our faces and 
hearts as Christians through repentance, conversion and forgiveness, so 
as to live fully the abundant grace of the paschal mystery.
This “eager longing”, this expectation of all creation, will be fulfilled in 
the revelation of the children of God, that is, when Christians and all 
people enter decisively into the “travail” that conversion entails. All 
creation is called, with us, to go forth “from its bondage to decay and 
obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God” (Rom 8:21). Lent is a 
sacramental sign of this conversion. It invites Christians to embody the 
paschal mystery more deeply and concretely in their personal, family 
and social lives, above all by fasting, prayer and almsgiving.
Fasting, that is, learning to change our attitude towards others and all of 
creation, turning away from the temptation to “devour” everything to 
satisfy our voracity and being ready to suffer for love, which can fill the 
emptiness of our hearts. Prayer, which teaches us to abandon idolatry 
and the self-sufficiency of our ego, and to acknowledge our need of the 
Lord and his mercy.
Almsgiving, whereby we escape from the insanity of hoarding everything 
for ourselves in the illusory belief that we can secure a future that does 
not belong to us. And thus to rediscover the joy of God’s plan for 
creation and for each of us, which is to love him, our brothers and 
sisters, and the entire world, and to find in this love our true happiness.
Dear brothers and sisters, the “lenten” period of forty days spent by 
the Son of God in the desert of creation had the goal of making it once 
more that garden of communion with God that it was before original 
sin (cf. Mk 1:12-13; Is 51:3). May our Lent this year be a journey along 
that same path, bringing the hope of Christ also to creation, so that it 
may be “set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious 
liberty of the children of God” (Rom 8:21). Let us not allow this season 
of grace to pass in vain! Let us ask God to help us set out on a path of 
true conversion. Let us leave behind our selfishness and self-absorption, 
and turn to Jesus’ Pasch. Let us stand beside our brothers and sisters in 
need, sharing our spiritual and material goods with them. In this way, by 
concretely welcoming Christ’s victory over sin and death into our lives, 
we will also radiate its transforming power to all of creation.



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne 
Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Eunice Costa, Giovanna Santarossa, James, Burnes, 
James Watkins, Bonnie Breen, Maurita Carlisle, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker,  
Helen Keighery,  Alison Fraser,  Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace.

1st Sunday of Lent

Entrance Antiphon:  When he calls on me, I will answer him; I will deliver 
him and give him glory, I will grant him length of days. 

1st. Reading –  Book of Deuteronomy (26:4-10)   
The Israelite confession of faith mentions all the important events in their 
history such as migration to Egypt, the exodus and possession of the 
Promised Land.

Responsorial Psalm 
Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble  

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High and abides in the shade of the 
Almighty says to the Lord: “My refuge, my stronghold, my God in whom I 
trust!”

Upon you no evil shall fall, no plague approach where you dwell. For you has 
he commanded his angels, to keep you in all your ways. 

They shall bear you upon their hands lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
On the lion and the viper you will tread and trample the young lion and the 
dragon.

His love he set on me, so I will rescue him; protect him for he knows my 
name. When he calls I shall answer: “I am with you.” I will save him in distress 
and give him glory. 

Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble  

2nd Reading – St Paul to the Romans (10:8-13) 
Paul mentions two conditions for attaining salvation: a sincere confession that 
Jesus is Lord, and a firm belief that God has raised Jesus.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  
No one lives on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth 
of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  

Gospel - St Luke 4:1-13 
Assisted by the Holy Spirit, Jesus overcomes the devil’s temptations

Next week’s reading: 1  Genesis15:5-12. 17-18  
    2.                      Phil 3:17 – 4:1    
                                   Gospel              Matthew 17:5 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  

We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis and all 
the leaders of Church that they may be 
open to the Spirit through prayer and 
fasting.

Lord, we pray for the leaders of our 
world that they may find strength to 
work for peace, not war.

Lord, we pray for those who through 
their charity and efforts make the 
world a better place for the poor.

Lord, we pray for those who suffer 
from illness. May they know your mercy 
through those who care for them.

Lord, we pray for ourselves that we 
might always turn to you when we face 
trouble in our lives.

Lord, we remember with compassion 
our family and friends who have gone 
before us. Hold them in your keeping, 
especially those who have died recently 
and for those whose anniversaries 
occur about this time Helen 
Vaughan, Margaret Vines, Jim 
Fallon, Len, Decker Snr, Beryl 
and Tom Dewar, George Dewar, 
Kathleen and Kevin Moseley, 
Mary and Thomas Dewar, 
Barbara Renton, Patricia 
Roberts, Keith Todd.

Collections: March 2/3, 2019  

1st Collection: $ 1002
2nd Collection: $ 1158 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the 

maintenance of the Parish.

READERS 
Adrian

Olwen & Gerry
Janet

Rick & Geraldine

E.M.E 

Geraldine & Doris

Doris & Geraldine F 

HOSPITALITY 

Margaret & Eileen

Colin & Geraldine 

FLOWERS 
Ann & Priska

Doris

Sat 09 
Sun 10 
Sat 16
Sun 17


