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STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

 
“This is my body, which is for 
you; do this as a memorial of 

me.” (1 Cor 11:24)

Corpus Christi (Year C)
 
For older Catholics this great feast evokes childhood memories of outdoor Blessed Sacrament processions. These are 
public demonstrations of our faith in the Blessed Eucharist.   I have always been aware of the danger of over-
interiorising our devotion and participation in Holy communion.   It is so easy to think that our Christian life is just 
about me; my needs my concerns, my relationship with God. But there is another side to the coin.  And that is the 
context in which we receive holy communion. I am talking about the church.  When we are offered holy communion, 
the minister says, ‘The Body (or Blood) of Christ’, and we reply ‘Amen’. But what is that we are assenting to by uttering 
this word?  We are not simply saying I believe that this bread is truly the Body of Christ.  The unspoken words are 
Body of Christ, Head of the Church.  Our communion almost by its very name invokes a sense of belonging – many 
grains become one bread. We are entering into the mystery of the Body of Christ with Christ as its head. Therefore, 
taking the Blessed Sacrament out of the church in procession is a statement of the belief that the Church is there to 
serve the world.  That Christ came for all people, not just Catholic and Christians.  This liturgical celebration, like all 
good liturgy, mirrors the service of the Church to the world.  

The speaker at a course I attended recently, said that to live healthily we have to ‘Live Holy Communion’.  She was 
suggesting that to have good mental health we need to engage with others in meaningful ways. It is not good for our 
well-being to live in isolation from each other, and that is a truth that we can all accept.  But why did she not simply say 
that we should live in communion or even in community.  Why did she use the word holy, which obviously adds a 
spiritual dimension to our engagement?

What is it that turns community or communion into holy communion? There are many excellent examples of 
communities that give us a sense of belonging from our immediate family to model railway, these may be holy but not 
necessarily so. Finding our social context is necessary for human beings to flourish.   But something very special 
happens to that group of people who, baptised in Christ, have him at their centre.  After all Jesus promised that when 
we gather in his name then he will there in our midst, and that he would be with us always even to the end of the age. 
These two promises of the Lord are the bedrock on which rests our faith in the real presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist. 

In the second reading for today’s feast we have what is probably the earliest record of Jesus’ words at the last supper 
he had with his disciples he said, ‘This is my body” when he broke the bread, and “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood’. St Paul goes on to say, ‘every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming his death’.  Indeed, 
the Lord has stayed with his community in this remarkable way.  He feeds us with his body and blood which the early 
fathers of the church often call the Divine Food. But this food leads us through death to new life in Christ.  Living Holy 
Communion involves dying as well. We die to our old selves so that we may die with Christ and rise to new life. This is 
how we enter into the mystery of the Eucharist.  It is a profound personal spiritual experience that transforms us into 
people who live for others and not for ourselves.  

As you go about your daily life think of yourself as a person who brings life to others and put that into practice in the 
Christian way. You will then be an instrument of Christ’s love – holy communion to those you meet.

Extract from the homily of Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP, Liverpool
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Sts Peter & Paul’s
F E A S T  D AY  F E S T I V A L

SUNDAY
30 June 2019
10am – 1pm

ALL WELCOME

377 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne

BRING A DISH / PLATE TO SHARE, MEET NEW FRIENDS AND HAVE FUN
International Dishes Entertainment Animal Farm

For more info call:
Mal       0416 451 163



GOSPEL REFLECTION

Blessed and Given

At the dawn of salvation history, God revealed our future 
in figures. That’s what’s going on in today’s First Reading: A 
king and high priest comes from Jerusalem (see Psalm 
76:3), offering bread and wine to celebrate the victory of 
God’s beloved servant, Abram, over his foes.
By his offering, Melchizedek bestows God’s blessings on 
Abram. He is showing us, too, how one day we will receive 
God’s blessings and in turn “bless God”—how we will give 
thanks to Him for delivering us from our enemies, sin and 
death.
As Paul recalls in today’s Epistle, Jesus transformed the sign 
of bread and wine, making it a sign of His Body and Blood, 
through which God bestows upon us the blessings of His 
“new covenant.”
Jesus is “the priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek,” that God, in today’s Psalm, swears will rule 
from Zion, the new Jerusalem (see Hebrews 6:20–7:3).
By the miracle of loaves and fishes, Jesus in today’s Gospel 
again prefigures the blessings of the Eucharist.
Notice that He takes the bread, blesses it, breaks it, and 
gives it to the Twelve. You find the precise order and words 
in the Last Supper (see Luke 22:19) and in His celebration 
of the Eucharist on the first Easter night (see Luke 24:30).
The Eucharist fulfils the offering of Melchizedek. It is the 
daily miracle of the heavenly high priesthood of Jesus.
It is a priesthood He conferred upon the Apostles in 
ordering them to feed the crowd, in filling exactly twelve 
baskets with leftover bread, in commanding them on the 
night He was handed over: “Do this in remembrance of 
Me.”
Through His priests He still feeds us in “the deserted 
place” of our earthly exile. And by this sign He pledges to 
us a glory yet to come. For as often as we share in His 
body and blood, we proclaim His victory over death, until 
He comes again to make His victory our own.

Scott Hahn

CATECHISM CORNER
 

The Eucharist - Source and Summit of Ecclesial Life 
(1324-1325)

 

The Eucharist is "the source and summit of the Christian life.” 
"The other sacraments, and indeed all ecclesiastical ministries 
and works of the apostolate, are bound up with the Eucharist 
and are oriented toward it. For in the blessed Eucharist is 
contained the whole spiritual good of the Church, namely 
Christ himself, our Pasch.” 
"The Eucharist is the efficacious sign and sublime cause of that 
communion in the divine life and that unity of the People of 
God by which the Church is kept in being. It is the culmination 
both of God's action sanctifying the world in Christ and of the 
worship men offer to Christ and through him to the Father in 
the Holy Spirit."

FIRST COMMUNION 
2019  

 

Congratulations to all the 
children who are receiving 

First Communion this Sunday!  
Let us al pray for the children 

as they enter in full 
communion with the Church!

SAINT OF THE WEEK 

The Birthday of St John the Baptist - 24th of June  

St John the Baptist (not to be confused with the author of John’s Gospel) was a contemporary of 
Christ. He is particularly known for being a great prophet and anticipating a messianic figure 
greater than himself. This was a reference to Jesus, who John also baptised. John was born 
through the intervention of God to Zachariah and Elizabeth, who was otherwise too old to bear 
children. According to scriptures, the Angel Gabriel visited Elizabeth and Zachariah to tell them 
they would have a son and that they should name him John. Zachariah was skeptical and for this 
he was rendered mute until the time his son was born and named John, in fulfilment of God's will. 
Some scholars think that John became highly influenced by the semi-ascetic Essenes, a Jewish sect 
that was devoted to poverty, daily immersions, and other ascetic practices. John was beheaded by 
Herod Antipas sometime between 28 and 36 AD after John rebuked him for divorcing his wife, 
Phasaelis, and unlawfully taking Herodias, the wife of his brother Herod Philip I. According to the 
ancient historian Josephus, there was an opinion among some Jews at the time that saw John’s 
unjust beheading as the causal reason why God subsequently destroyed Herod’s army.

Archbishop’s Visit  
 

Archbishop Peter will be visiting 
the parish and celebrating the 6pm 

Mass on Saturday 10th August.  
More details in the coming weeks.

Parish Gathering 
 

Next Saturday 29th June, we’ll have a gathering for 
parishioners to discuss different ways of being 

involved in the life of the parish. If you are interested in 
attending, let Fr Dean know

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascetic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essenes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascetic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essenes


Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:

Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Celestina Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, james Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace, Elaine 

Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ

Entrance Antiphon: He fed them with the finest wheat and satisfied 
them with honey from the rock

1st Reading – Genesis 14:18-20 
Melchizedek appears from nowhere, blesses Abraham in the name of 
God Most High, and fades back into obscurity, to remain forever a type 
of Jesus, our Eternal High Priest.

Responsorial Psalm 
You are a Priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek. 

The Lord’s revelation to my Master: “Sit on my right:
I will put your foes beneath your feet.”

The Lord will send from Zion your sceptre of power:
Rule in the midst of all your foes.

A prince from the day of your birth on the holy mountains;
From the womb before the daybreak.

The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change.
“You are a priest for ever, a priest like Melchizedek.”

You are a Priest for ever, in the line of Melchizedek. 

2nd Reading – l Corinthians 11:23-26 
Paul’s word to the Corinthians, reminding them of the meaning of 
what they do when the ‘break bread’, serve the same purpose for us. 
‘Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming 
his death.’

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
I am the living bread which has come down from heaven, says the 
Lord.
Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.  Alleluia!

Gospel – Luke 9:11-17 
In Jesus’ feeding of the five thousand we see a foreshadowing of his 
feeding the believing minds and hearts of countless millions with the 
Bread of Life in the Eucharist we are celebrating here today.

Next week’s reading:   1    1 Kings 17:17-24 
    2             Galatians 1:11-19 
                                    Gospel  Luke 7:11-17 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
 

We pray together:

Lord, we pray for the Church and her 
leaders that the strength and unity that 
they gain through the Eucharist will 
spread throughout the world.

Lord, we pray for the leaders of nations 
that they will be strengthened by the 
presence of the Body of Christ in the 
world and work to bringing world unrest 
to an end.

Lord, we pray for the children here this 
weekend receiving their 1st Communion. 
May they always be aware that God’s love 
travels with each one of them on their 
life’s journey.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this time 
Fr Len Egan, Peter Mattmann, Roger 
Cooney, Ethel Stuart, Giuseppe 
Pascione, Bill McCann, Fay Van Leur, 
Laurie McNair, Angelo DiSanto, Kerry 
Bracken, Rose Della, Albert & Irene 
Brasher.

Collections: June 15/16, 2019 

1st Collection: $1041
2nd Collection: $931 

Online thanksgiving (May): $1153 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 22
Sun 23
Sat 29 
Sun 30

READERS
Andy

1st Communion parents
Geraldine

 Rick & Olwen

E.M.E 

   Rick & Doris

Doris & Mario 

HOSPITALITY 

Colin & Geraldine

Andy& Geraldine 

FLOWERS
Vinolia & Hanh

Doris


