
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Fri: 8am  .  Saturday: 10am  

Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

 

PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  
FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  

Emerald Hill Mission: 96960644  
 

Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

27 January, 2019

WHAT’S ON

Holy Hour
Wed 6 Feb

Men’s 
Breakfast 
Sat 16 Feb

Starting 
again soon ….

Craft Club 
 

Mass for 
Young Adults

Playgroup

Play Reading

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

 

‘He has sent me to bring the 
good news to the poor, to 

proclaim liberty to captives, 
and to the blind new sight, 

to set the downtrodden free, 
to proclaim the Lord’s year 

of favour’ (Lk 4:18-19). 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C 

In the Gospel we hear this weekend Jesus announces His mission.  Also, in reading from 
the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah He announces that He was the one whose coming was 
foretold by the prophet and that the scriptures are fulfilled in Him. At the start of this 
new year we have the opportunity to reflect on our mission as Catholics, and our 
mission as a parish. As Christians we are called to follow the example of Christ, and as 
such we must pay close attention to how Jesus seeks to go out and seek the lost. 

In the second Reading, St Paul’s teaching to the people of Corinth is a great lesson for us 
as a community and how we work together to fulfil our mission. He speaks of the body 
of Christ, the Church being made up of many parts. We can sometimes struggle to see 
how we fit into a larger group - how we make a difference, or how we are called to 
contribute. Paul reminds us of the dignity of our different, individual callings. We are all 
different and we all have different skills and talents, but together we make up the Body of 
Christ, the Church. We ALL have an opportunity to contribute to the mission of the 
parish.

Our mission is the mission of Jesus. By our Baptism we are drawn into the life of Christ, 
and His mission. We are called to go out and share the Good News, to seek out the lost, 
to serve those most in need.

Over the next weeks and months we will have more and more opportunities to share 
our gifts and contribute to what we are doing in the parish and beyond. On Wednesday 
6th February we will begin having a weekly Holy Hour. This will be a time to spend in 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and pray for the needs of the parish and especially 
seek God’s guidance in everything we do. 

Fr Dean



ADVERTISEMENTS 

If you, or someone you know, 
would like to advertise a 

business etc in our weekly 
bulletin, please get in touch.

SUNDAY EVENING MASS  
There have been some recent 
requests for a Sunday evening 

Mass. Please let Fr Dean know if 
you have any thoughts.

GOSPEL REFLECTION
 

The meaning of today’s liturgy is subtle and many-
layered. 
We need background to understand what’s 
happening in today’s First Reading.
Babylon having been defeated, King Cyrus of Persia 
decreed that the exiled Jews could return home to 
Jerusalem. They rebuilt their ruined temple (see 
Ezra 6:15–17) and under Nehemiah finished 
rebuilding the city walls (see Nehemiah 6:15).
The stage was set for the renewal of the covenant 
and the re-establishment of the Law of Moses as 
the people’s rule of life. That’s what’s going on in 
today’s First Reading, as Ezra reads and interprets 
(see Nehemiah 8:8) the Law and the people 
respond with a great “Amen!”
Israel, as we sing in today’s Psalm, is rededicating 
itself to God and His Law. The scene seems like 
the Isaiah prophecy that Jesus reads from in 
today’s Gospel.
Read all of Isaiah 61. The “glad tidings” Isaiah brings 
include these promises: the liberation of prisoners 
(61:1); the rebuilding of Jerusalem, or Zion (61:3–4; 
see also Isaiah 60:10); the restoration of Israel as a 
kingdom of priests (61:6; Exodus 19:6); and the 
forging of an everlasting covenant (61:8; Isaiah 
55:3). It sounds a lot like the First Reading.
Jesus, in turn, declares that Isaiah’s prophecy is 
fulfilled in Him. The Gospel scene, too, recalls the 
First Reading. Like Ezra, Jesus stands before the 
people, is handed a scroll, unrolls it, then reads and 
interprets it (compare Luke 4:16–17, 21 and 
Nehemiah 8:2–6, 8–10).
We witness in today’s Liturgy the creation of a 
new people of God. Ezra started reading at dawn 
of the first day of the Jewish new year (see 
Leviticus 23:24). Jesus also proclaims a “sabbath,” a 
great year of Jubilee, a deliverance from slavery to 
sin, a release from the debts we owe to God (see 
Leviticus 25:10).
The people greeted Ezra “as one man.” And, as 
today’s Epistle teaches, in the Spirit the new 
people of God—the Church—is made “one body” 
with Him.

Scott Hahn

OUTREACH 

Open House is currently closed, 
and will re-open on the 4th of 

February.  While closed there will 
be some renovations done to the 

backyard area.
If you’re interested in helping out 
when we start up again - either 

during the day or evening meals - 
please contact Br Michael.

‘What keeps us united? A love that does not 
overwhelm or oppress, cast aside or reduce 
to silence, humiliate or domineer. It is the 

love of the Lord, a daily, discreet and 
respectful love; a love that is free and freeing, 

a love that heals and raises up…It is the 
quiet love of a hand outstretched to serve, a 

commitment that draws no attention to 
itself. Do you believe in this love? Is it a love 

that makes sense?’  

POPE FRANCIS, WORLD YOUTH DAY 2019

CATECHISM CORNER 
TRUTH, BEAUTY,  AND SACRED ART 

Created "in the image of God,” man also expresses the truth of his relationship 
with God the Creator by the beauty of his artistic works. Indeed, art is a 

distinctively human form of expression; beyond the search for the necessities of 
life which is common to all living creatures, art is a freely given superabundance 
of the human being's inner riches. Arising from talent given by the Creator and 
from man's own effort, art is a form of practical wisdom, uniting knowledge and 

skill, to give form to the truth of reality in a language accessible to sight or 
hearing. To the extent that it is inspired by truth and love of beings, art bears a 
certain likeness to God's activity in what he has created. Like any other human 
activity, art is not an absolute end in itself, but is ordered to and ennobled by 

the ultimate end of man.
(2501)

UPDATE ON WORKS  
Just a quick update on some of the works going on around the parish. 
The backyard/Open house area is being tidied and should be finished 
in the next week or so. The hall is painted. And we are hoping to have 

improvements to the lighting in the church in the next while.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
We are looking to re-introduce the Children’s Liturgy program at the 
10am Sunday Masses. If you would like to assist, please let us know. 

The sessions are already planned, so there is nothing to be 
preparation is required.
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PARISHIONER PROFILE 
Melissa and Julio Brenes  
 
We are Melissa and Julio and we have two little boys, Nicolas and Joaquin.  We live in 
Prahran but we are originally from Costa Rica. We've been coming to this Parish since 2014 
but met Father Dean in Sydney back in 2009 (when he was a Brother). After a few years in 
Sydney and Canberra, we moved to Melbourne and have been here for the past 5 years.  
We come to St Peter and Paul because we like the Capuchin community and their 
homilies.  Our oldest child (Nico) is the fastest runner and loudest two-year-old so the 
spacious back of the church works for us too (most of the time). Melissa is an interior 
designer who loves making jewellery. Julio is an Architect who loves drawing and he will 
soon publish a book about Melbourne coffee shops illustrated on coffee cups. We are 
grateful for our beautiful family and for this parish. The Capuchins remind us to stay 
grounded while keeping our hopes and faith in God.

SAINT OF THE WEEK  
St Thomas Aquinas, priest, doctor - 28th of January

St Thomas was a Dominican friar in the 13th century and was a brilliant and prolific thinker. 
The great English philosopher Sir Anthony Kenny considers him to be ‘one of the dozen 
greatest philosophers of the western world’. Including his magnum opus, the Summa 
Theologiae, he is estimated to have written over 8 million words during the course of his 25 
year career (before the type-writer and computer was invented). He was also known to 
have had a profoundly mystical prayer life. In 1273, the year before he died, Christ appeared 
to Thomas from a crucifix and said ‘you have written well of me, Thomas. What would you 
have as your reward?’ To which the saint responded: ‘non nisi te, Domine’ (Latin for: ‘nothing 
if not you, Lord’). His remains currently lay in the Jacobin church in Toulouse.

SACRAMENTS OF FIRST RECONCILIATION AND 
FIRST COMMUNION 

There will be parent information sessions for First Reconciliation and 
First Communion in the next month or so. Check the website or 

bulletin for details.

 WORLD YOUTH DAY 2019 
This year’s World Youth Day event is currently happening in Panama. It is 
a week-long event that was initiated by the now St Pope John Paul the 
Great in 1984, occurring every 2-3 years at different locations around 
the globe. It invites young Catholics from around the world to join the 
Pope in celebrating our universal faith. Millions of pilgrims are recorded 
to attend every time.
This year, Archbishop Peter Comensoli is leading a group of about 50 
Melbournians. Their pilgrimage started off (last week) by visiting Mexico. 
They saw a number of holy sites, including the Minor Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. Their journey will culminate (together with all the 
other pilgrims around the world) in a massive sleep-out and final Mass 
with Pope Francis this Sunday (27th). Please keep them in your prayers.

PARISH HOLY HOUR 
We will begin a weekly time of 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
from Wednesday 6th February, 

6:30-7:30pm. 
This will be a special time to come and 
pray for the needs of our parish and for 

all the intention we may have,

Saturday 16th February, 10:30am 



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Pauline O’Hara, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, 
Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Eunice Costa, 
Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Watkins, Bonnie Breen, Maurita Carlisle, Jeff Martin,
Naomi McSweeney ,Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker, Helen Keighery, Alison Fraser, Tony Bailey, Jackie Wappett.

Entrance Antiphon 
O Sing a new song to the Lord! Sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his 
presence are majesty and splendour, strength and honour in his holy 
place.

1st. Reading – Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10  
We hear the powerful witness in an assembly of the people. 
They listen attentively as Ezra reads and explains God’s 
Word from the Book of the Law – the very thing we are 
doing now.

Responsorial Psalm 

Yours words, Lord, are spirit and life. 

The law of the Lord is perfect; it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted; it gives wisdom to the 
simple.

The precepts of the Lord are right; they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear; it gives light to the eyes.

The fear of the Lord is holy; abiding forever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth and all of them just.

May the spoken works of my mouth, the thoughts of my 
heart, win favour in your sight, O Lord, my rescuer, my rock!

Yours words, Lord, are spirit and life. 

2nd Reading – 1Corinthians 12:12-30 
We hear St. Paul’s most famous metaphor to describe the unity of the 
assembly, which is the Church. In communion with Christ and with one 
another they make up the Body of Christ but each is a different part of 
it.

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
The Lord has sent me to bring the good news to the poor,
to proclaim liberty to captives.    Alleluia!

Gospel – Matthew 2:1-12 
'This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen'

Next week’ reading:  
1st Isaiah 62:1-5  
2nd 1 Corinthians 12;4-11
Gospel John 2:1-11

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his 
bishops, priests and religious that as 
leaders of the Church they may guide 
their people through examples and 
exhortations.

Lord, we pray for all who have been 
baptised into the body of the church: 
that their many ministries, gifts service 
and, above all, their love, bring the 
world to unity and peace.

Lord, we pray that as we celebrate 
Australia Day; our openness to the 
Spirit will make Australia truly the 
Great South Land of the Hoy Spirit.

Lord, we pray for the pioneers who 
led the way in social justice and 
opportunity. May their example 
encourage our present generation to 
work for true justice and equality in 
today’s society.

Lord, we remember with compassion 
our family and friends who have gone 
before us. Hold them in your keeping, 
especially those who have died 
recently and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time 
Max Jordan, Sarah Foley, 
Isabelle McSweeney, Annie & 
Michael Breen.

Collections: Jan 19/20, 2019 

1st Collection: $ 955
2nd Collection: $ 649 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, 
and the 2nd collection goes to 
the maintenance of the Parish.

READERS 
Andy

Gerry & Ann
Geraldine C

Mario & Michele

E.M.E 

Rick & Sue

Sue & Teresa 

HOSPITALITY 

Colin & Geraldine

Andy & Geraldine 

FLOWERS 
Geraldine & Sue

Ann & Priska

Sat 26th -
Sun 27th -
Sat 2nd -
Sun 3rd -


