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‘A Samaritan traveller who came 
upon him was moved with 

compassion when he saw him.’
(Lk 10:33)

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The parable cannot be understood if we do not take account of the question to which Jesus 
intended to respond: “Who is my neighbour?” Jesus answers this question of a doctor of the 
law with a parable. 
In the Judaism of the time there was discussion about who should be considered an Israelite’s 
neighbour. In general it came to be understood that the category of “neighbour” included all 
one’s fellow countrymen and Gentile coverts to Judaism. With his choice of persons (a 
Samaritan who comes to the aid of a Jew!) Jesus asserts that the category of neighbour is 
universal, not particular. Its horizon is humanity not the family, ethnic, or religious circle. Our 
enemy is also a neighbour! It is known that the Jews in fact “did not have good relations with 
the Samaritans” (cf. John 4:9).
The parable teaches that love of neighbour must not only be universal but also concrete and 
proactive. How does the Samaritan conduct himself in the parable? If the Samaritan had 
contented himself with saying to the unfortunate man lying there in his blood, “You unlucky 
soul! How did it happen? Buck up!” or something similar, and then went on his way, would 
not all that have been ironic and insulting? Instead he did something for the other: “He 
approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he 
lifted him up on his own animal, took him to an inn, and cared for him. The next day he took 
out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, ‘Take care of him. If 
you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way back’.”
The true novelty in the parable of the Good Samaritan is not that Jesus demands a concrete, 
universal love. The novelty stands in something else. At the end of the parable Jesus asks the 
doctor of the law who was questioning him, “Which of these [the Levite, the priest, the 
Samaritan] seems to you to have been the neighbour of the one who was attacked by the 
brigands?”
Jesus brings about an unexpected reversal in the traditional concept of neighbour. The 
Samaritan is the neighbour and not the wounded man, as we would have expected. This 
means that we must not wait till our neighbour appears along our way, perhaps quite 
dramatically. It belongs to us to be ready to notice him, to find him. We are all called to be 
the neighbour! The problem of the doctor of the law is reversed. From an abstract and 
academic problem, it becomes a concrete and living problem. The question to ask is not 
“Who is my neighbour?” but “Whose neighbour can I be here and now?”

    Fr Raniero Cantalamessa

COMING UP

New 
Parishioner 
Gathering
Sun 14th July

Craft Group 
Mon 15th & Wed 
17th July, 12pm

Alpha 
Friday 2nd 

August

Archbishop’s 
Visit

Sat 10th August 
6pm Mass



GOSPEL REFLECTION

What we must do

We are to love God and our neighbour with all the 
strength of our being, as the scholar of the Law answers 
Jesus in this week’s Gospel.
This command is nothing remote or mysterious—it’s 
already written in our hearts, in the book of Sacred 
Scripture. “You have only to carry it out,” Moses says in 
this week’s First Reading.
Jesus tells His interrogator the same thing: “Do this and 
you will live.”
The scholar, however, wants to know where he can draw 
the line. That’s the motive behind his question: “Who is my 
neighbour?”
In his compassion, the Samaritan in Jesus’ parable reveals 
the boundless mercy of God—who came down to us 
when we were fallen in sin, close to dead, unable to pick 
ourselves up.
Jesus is “the image of the invisible God,” this week’s Epistle 
tells us. In Him, the love of God has come very near to us. 
By the “blood of His Cross”—by bearing His neighbours’ 
sufferings in His own body, being Himself stripped and 
beaten and left for dead—He saved us from bonds of sin, 
reconciled us to God and to one another.
Like the Samaritan, He pays the price for us, heals the 
wounds of sin, pours out on us the oil and wine of the 
sacraments, entrusts us to the care of His Church, until He 
comes back for us.
Because His love has known no limits, ours cannot either. 
We are to love as we have been loved, to do for others 
what He has done for us—joining all things together in His 
Body, the Church.
We are to love like the singer of this week’s Psalm—like 
those whose prayers have been answered, like those 
whose lives have been saved, who have known the time of 
His favour, have seen God in His great mercy turn toward 
us.
This is the love that leads to eternal life, the love Jesus 
commands today of each of us—“Go and do likewise.”

Scott Hahn

CATECHISM CORNER
 

The Common Good (n. 1905, 1906)

In keeping with the social nature of man, the good of each 
individual is necessarily related to the common good, 
which in turn can be defined only in reference to the 
human person: Do not live entirely isolated, having retreated 
into yourselves, as if you were already justified, but gather 
instead to seek the common good together. By common good 
is to be understood "the sum total of social conditions 
which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to 
reach their fulfilment more fully and more easily.” The 
common good concerns the life of all. It calls for prudence 
from each, and even more from those who exercise the 
office of authority.

Archbishop’s Visit  
 

Archbishop Peter will be 
visiting the parish and 

celebrating the 6pm Mass 
on 

Saturday 10th August.  
 
 

All are welcome to the Mass followed by a 
special gathering with the Archbishop afterwards

NEW PARISHIONERS GATHERING 
 

This Sunday, we will have our gathering for new 
parishioners.  

All are welcome for a time in the hall after  
the 10am Mass.  

During the 10am Mass, we will have the 
presentation of families who are preparing to have 

the children Baptised in the coming weeks.

Thanksgiving envelopes are now available for 
collection after both Masses this weekend. 

CATHOLIC MISSION COLLECTION 
 

There are envelopes available to donate to this 
year’s Catholic Mission Appeal. 

 
‘No one must say that they 

cannot be close to the 
poor because their own 
lifestyle demands more 

attention to other areas. 
This is an excuse 

commonly heard in 
academic, business or 

professional, and even 
ecclesial circles’

 
- Pope Francis



SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Bonaventure - 15th July  

St Bonaventure is nicknamed ‘The Seraphic Doctor’ of the Church. He is known for 
his leadership of the Franciscans and his great intellectual contributions to theology 
and philosophy. He was born in 1221. When he was 22 years old, he entered the 
Franciscan Order. After making his vows, he was sent to Paris to complete his studies, 
where he became close friends with the great St Thomas Aquinas. They fittingly 
received the degree of Doctor together and maintained an intimate friendship and 
healthy academic rivalry ever since. At 35 years old, he was made General Minister of 
the Franciscans and settled a number of internal disputes. Later, Pope Gregory X 
made him a Cardinal and appointed him Bishop of Albano. In his work, he is known 
for integrating his study of theology with his beloved Franciscan way of life, often 
resulting in an innovative blend of technical theology and spiritual mysticism.

PARISHIONER PROFILE - Chuen Lim

Chuen is a Malaysia-born Australian. He 
studied in Singapore and lived in Malaysia 
and Singapore before coming to Australia 
in 1988. 
Chuen’s talent for languages - English, 
Mandarin, Fukien, Cantonese, Teochew 
and Malay - was put to good use in those 
early days when he found himself 
interpreting and liasing between the many 
different Chinese groups as well as the 
Australian community. 
Building community has always mattered 
to Chuen and he received an OAM in 
2010 for his services to the Chinese 
community.

So what’s on the table at your place?

“After so many years in Australia, we have 
a mixed diet with classics like spag bol, 
pizza and stir fry; but our version has 
Chinese barbecue pork, sausages & Asian 
greens. But I think vegies are best cooked 
stir fried!!”

How did you connect with the parish?

“We started coming regularly about six 
years ago, after moving from Templestowe 
to Southbank. What really attracted us 
was the community. The parishioners 
were very welcoming, and lots of things 
were happening.”

Anything to say to your fellow parishioners?

“It’s great to see the parish growing and 
so many Asian families joining us.

I think we often hold ourselves back 
being a bit too afraid of intruding into a 
person’s privacy. However, don’t be too 
shy to say hello to someone new.

Actually, we live in an apartment in 
Southbank and we’d love to connect with 
other parishioners from the Southbank 
a r e a p a r t i c u l a r l y - i t ’ s o u r 
neighbourhood.”

ALPHA  
Alpha is coming soon

Season starts Friday August 2nd, 
7pm. Parish Hall. 
 
Alpha is for anyone who’s curious. 
The gatherings are designed to 
encourage conversation and 
explore the Christian faith 
in a friendly 
environment. 
It is a great opportunity 
to invite people who|
don’t normally come to 
Mass. 
More details and registration to come.  

THE SECOND MARY GLOWREY LECTURE

Tuesday 27 August, 7pm 
Cathedral Hall, 20 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy 

The 2019 Mary Glowrey Lecture, 'From Common Ground 
to Conscientious Objection - Catholic reflections on life 
and death in a context of state sponsored euthanasia,' will 
be delivered by the Archbishop of Melbourne, Most Rev. 
Peter Comensoli.

FRIDAY MORNINGS 
 

Starting from Friday 2nd August we will be trialling a new 
Mass time for Friday mornings that will be followed by a 

time o fAdoration and then morning tea.  
 

Mass-10am .  Adoration-10:30am . Morning Tea-11am



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Celestina Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, james Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard Grant, Hele Grant, Helen 
Keighery.

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon: As for me, in justice I shall behold your face; I 
shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

1st Reading – Deuteronomy 30:10-14 
We hear a passage from the book of the Law of the Hebrew 
Scriptures. In the law that Moses has brought down from the 
mountain, “….the word is very near to the people…..and in your 
heart for your observance”.

Responsorial Psalm 
Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live 

This is my prayer to you, my prayer for your favour.
In your great love, answer me O God, with your help that never 
fails:Lord, answer, for your love is kind; in your compassion, turn 
towards me.

As for me in my poverty and pain let your help, O God, lift me up. I 
will praise God’s name with a song. I will glorify Him with 
thanksgiving.

The poor when they see it, will be glad and good-seeking hearts will 
revive; for the Lord listens to the needy and does not spurn His 
servants in their chains.

For God will bring help to Zion and rebuild the cities of Judah. The 
sons of His servants shall inherit it; those who love His name shall 
dwell there.

Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live, 

2nd Reading – Colossians 1:15-20 
We hear the opening passage of St. Paul’s letter to the Church of 
Colossi. Quoting an early Church hymn, Paul expresses a summary 
of the role and mission of the Church which has grown from that 
first Christian generation.

Alleluia! Alleluia!    Your words, Lord, are spirit and life, and you 
have the words of eternal life. Alleluia!

Gospel – Luke 10:25-37 
On the way to Jerusalem, St. Paul hears a double-edged question 
from a lawyer who sets out to disconcert Jesus. What everyone now 
knows as the parable of the Good Samaritan, is used by Jesus to 
show who is the neighbour we must love.

Next week’s reading:    1 Genesis 18:1-10
                                     2 Colossians 1:24-28
                                     Gospel Luke 10:38-42

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for our Church agencies 
working at many levels. May they respond to 
the needy, with the spirit of the Good 
Samaritan and the willingness to challenge 
the attitudes of today’s “priests and Levites”.

Lord, we pray for groups and individuals 
most neglected by the comfortable people 
of our world. May we all learn to recognise 
the Good Samaritans who respond to the 
real needs of institutions and individuals of 
our society.

Lord, we pray for those in need of healing 
and support in our communities. May we 
offer what we can as we recognise that 
while we cannot change all the world, we 
can help those we encounter.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time Mary 
McLeish, Matthew Rahill, Mary Bourke, 
Nina Peretti, Les Treloar, Nell Cathie 
Jean Decker, Cecilia Gardiner, Bill Speirs. 
Paddy Kirby, Joe Bracken.

Collections: July 6/7, 2019 

1st Collection: $980
2nd Collection: $1056 

Online thanksgiving (June): $1161 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 13
Sun 14
Sat 20 
Sun 21

READERS
Angela

Andy & Olwen
Andy

 Gerry & Ann T

E.M.E 

   Doris & Rick 

Rick & Sue 

HOSPITALITY 

Denis & Olwen
 

 Donovan Family 

FLOWERS
Geraldine & Sue

Doris


