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32nd Sunday Ordinary Time
The Widow’s Faith
We must live by the obedience of faith, a faith that shows itself in works of charity
and self-giving (see Galatians 5:6). That’s the lesson of the two widows in today’s
liturgy.
The widow in the First Reading isn’t even a Jew, yet she trusts in the word of
Elijah and the promise of his Lord. Facing sure starvation, she gives all that she
has, her last bit of food—feeding the man of God before herself and her family.
The widow in the Gospel also gives all that she has, offering her last bit of money
to support the work of God’s priests in the Temple.
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In their self-sacrifice, these widows embody the love that Jesus last week
revealed as the heart of the Law and the Gospel. They mirror the Father’s love in
giving His only Son, and Christ’s love in sacrificing Himself on the Cross.
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Again in today’s Epistle, we hear Christ described as a new high priest and the
suffering servant foretold by Isaiah. On the Cross, He made sacrifice once and
for all to take away our sin and bring us to salvation (see Isaiah 53:12).
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And again we are called to imitate His sacrifice of love in our own lives. We will
be judged, not by how much we give—for the scribes and the wealthy contribute
far more than the widow. Rather, we will be judged by whether our gifts reflect
our livelihood, our whole beings, all our heart and soul, mind and strength.
Are we giving all that we can to the Lord—not out of a sense of forced duty, but
in a spirit of generosity and love (see 2 Corinthians 9:6–7)?
Do not be afraid, the man of God tells us today. As we sing in today’s Psalm, the
Lord will provide for us, as He sustains the widow.
Today, let us follow the widows’ example, doing what God asks, confident that
our jars of flour will not grow empty, nor our jugs of oil run dry.
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“Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest.
Matthew 11:28

ADVENT PREPARATION

Advent Preparation: St Francis and the Christmas Crib of Greccio
St Francis of Assisi prepared for Christmas by building a Christmas Crib in 1217 and celebrating the Christmas
with the people of Greccio, Italy. It established a tradition that spread widely over the centuries throughout the
Church, especially in the West. Using Francis’s own writings and the biographies that were written a few years
after his death, I would like to lead a guided meditation over the four weeks of Advent as a preparation for the
Feast of Christmas. There would be four sessions on Monday evenings beginning on 29th November 2021 and
concluding on 20 December 2021 at 6.30pm in the Church. Each session should go for around 45 minutes.
If at least 12 people (a good biblical number) indicate that they would be interested in participating, then it will
proceed. Please indicate your interest by email: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com
You would need to be fully vaccinated to attend.
In the peace of Christ,
Fr Gary
Currently we have 5 people register. Please sign up so we can proceed.

(Vatican City, November 3, 2021) – In the new
Pope Video which has been recently released,
Francis entrusts his prayer intention for the
month of November to the entire Catholic
Church through the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer
Network. On this occasion, the Holy Father
calls our attention to the stress and
depression affecting many people. Aware that
people around the world are going through
times of mental, emotional, and affective
exhaustion (in varying forms and degrees), the
Pope asks that they be adequately
accompanied, that we pray for them, and that
Jesus’ closeness not be forgotten.

POPE’S WORLWIDE PRAYER NETWORK
Stress, depression, and burnout:
The Pope asks all to be close to those who are feeling
overwhelmed
The Pope Video for November has been released, in which
Pope Francis expresses his closeness to all those who are
feeling overwhelmed in their daily life, above all those
suffering from stress and depression, and he asks us to
pray that they receive the help they need.

Mental health in times of COVID-19
The worldwide COVID-19 pandemic has
caused the death of millions of people. It has
also tried the mental and emotional resilience
of countless people and has affected their
psychological equilibrium. Sometimes, this
has created situations of real anguish and
despair. With this reality in view, the Holy
Father asks that we “be close to those who
are exhausted, to those who are desperate,
without hope. Often, we should simply listen in
silence.”
Source: https://www.popesprayer.va/2021-11-tpvpress-release-missionary-disciples/

Family Prayer Time
Prayer for those who go hungry

‘Çuppa with Mary’
MMHC is reopening for parishioners on Mon 8th Nov
from 9 am – 5 pm. Come visit the Museum that tells
Mary and the SOSJ’s story, do a walking tour of the
Mary MacKillop Heritage trail and Mary’s place of
birth. Special times have been set aside for Parish
groups to have a ‘Çuppa with Mary’ which includes a
presentation, tour and prayer reflection in the Chapel
where Mary prayed, at a cost of $20 per person.
Contact Kate on 9926 9300 for a group booking.

Accommodation Specials - Book your next stay at the
Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre Accommodation in the
heart of Melbourne. Please contact Kate on 9926 9300.

Most gracious God,
who gives the fruits of the earth
for the benefit of all your creatures,
we give thanks to you for abundant harvests
and plentiful production on this earth.
We pray for those in our land who are denied
these gifts,
and seek your forgiveness for our complicity in
their want.
We pray for those whose voices are not heard
and for those who do not hear.
Forgive us when our choices are selfish ones,
and forgive us especially when we do not choose
to raise our own voice against the pain of our
brothers and sisters who suffer needless want.
Most of all, O God, we give you thanks for the
revelation of your love in Jesus Christ, who came
that everyone might have abundant life.
Amen.
https://majellan.media/

FEAST OF THE WEEK
Blessed John Duns Scotus
8th November
Born in Scotland at the end of 1265 and received as a young man into the
Order of Friars Minor, he was ordained a priest on 17th March 1291. As a
faithful son of Saint Francis of Assisi, he pursued the study of Divine
Revelation with the most acute insight and published many works of
philosophy and theology. He was exiled from Paris on 23rd June 1303
because of his refusal to sign his name to the libellous attack made by Philip
IV the Fair, King of France, on Pope Boniface VIII. Having dedicated all his
energies to his teaching office in Cologne, he died there suddenly and
prematurely on 8th November 1308. Already, during his lifetime the
outstanding Christian virtues of this great Master of Theology had gained for
him a high reputation for holiness, and within a short time after his death he
was venerated in a public cult not only in the Seraphic Order to which he
belonged but also at Cologne where he is buried and at Nola in Italy. This
cult was conﬁrmed by Pope St John Paul II on 6th July 1991.
Source: www.capdox.capuchin.org.au

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa,
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi
McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Teresa Sheehan, Joseph Barbara, Helen Keighery, Dale Cocker, Grace, Lucie
Rodriguez, Simone Condon, Glenn Matton

32nd Sunday in ordinary time

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
We pray together:

Entrance Antiphon: Let my prayer come into your presence.
Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord.
1st Reading – 1 Kings 17:10-16
This passage gives us the story of the widow in Sidon to set the
context for the Gospel story of the Widow’s mite. The widow of
Sidon shares her last sustenance with the prophet Elijah and
receives her reward for her generosity.
Responsorial Psalm
Praise the Lord, my soul!
It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who is just to those who
are oppressed. It is He who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord
who sets prisoners free.
It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises up those
who are bowed down. It is the Lord who loves the just, the Lord,
who protects the stranger.
The Lord upholds the widow and orphan but thwarts the path of
the wicked. The Lord will reign for ever, Zion’s God, from age to
age.
Praise the Lord, my soul!
2nd Reading – Hebrews: 9:24-28
Our passage from Hebrews again contrasts the uniqueness of
Jesus’ sacrificial death with the repeated sacrifices offered by the
priests of the temple. The Letter also offers some insight into
death and judgement which is appropriate at this time.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia.

We pray for local churches around the
world, that they will welcome Pope Francis’
call to participate in preparations for the
Roman synod on synodality.
We pray at this time of the school year for
students facing exams. May they avoid
stress and pressure by good habits of study
and revision.
We pray also for the teachers who have
prepared these students for the exams,
may they be rewarded by seeing their
students achieve their best results.
We pray for peace and spiritual comfort in
the midst of pain. May those who suffer in
body, mind or spirit find support and come
to praise God’s healing mercy.
We pray for our parish community, that the
poor and vulnerable in our midst will be
welcomed, respected and supported.
We remember with compassion our family
and friends who have gone before us. Hold
them in your keeping, especially those who
have died recently and those whose
anniversaries occur about this time
Matthew Ryan, Lil Bracken, Fr Bill
Bainbridge, Charles McDowall, Vera
Payne, Patrick Friel, Emma Smith,
Margaret Noone, Ken Serong, Anna
Wubben.
Collections 30st / 31st October 2021
1st Collection: TBC
2nd Collection: TBC
Online (October) per week: $790
1st Collection goes to the Friars,
2nd collection goes to
the running costs of the Parish.
EFT Donations:
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul
BSB: 083 155
Account number: 515577466

Gospel – Mark 12:38-44
Jesus praises the lowly widow who is generous in her poverty,
rather than the Pharisees who take refuge in their legalism.
Next week’s readings:1
2
Gospel

Daniel 12:1-3
Hebrews: 10:11-14. 18
Mark 13:24-32

Readers
Sat 06
Sun 07
Sat 13
Sun 14

Adrian
Carmen & Merlyn
Angela
Andy & Ann T

E.M.E
Geraldine F
Carmel

Flower Arrangement
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