
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   9th August 2020 

 
19th Sunday Ordinary Time A 

 

Sinking Fear 
 

Most of us are the foreigners, the non-Israelites, about whom today’s First Reading 
prophesies. 
 
Coming to worship the God of Israel, we stand in the line of faith epitomized by the 
Canaanite woman in today’s Gospel. Calling to Jesus as Lord and Son of David, this 
foreigner shows her great faith in God’s covenant with Israel. 
 
Jesus tests her faith three times. He refuses to answer her cry. Then, He tells her His 
mission is only to Israelites. Finally, He uses “dog,” an epithet used to disparage non-
Israelites (see Matthew 7:6). Yet she persists, believing that He alone offers 
salvation. 
 
In this family drama, we see fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy and the promise we sing of in 
today’s Psalm. In Jesus, God makes known among all the nations His way and His 
salvation (see John 14:6). 
 
At the start of salvation history, God called Abraham (see Genesis 12:2). He chose 
his offspring, Israel, from all the nations on the face of the earth to build His covenant 
kingdom (see Deuteronomy 7:6–8; Isaiah 41:8). 
 
In God’s plan, Abraham was to be the father of many nations (see Romans 4:16–17). 
Israel was to be the firstborn of a worldwide family of God, made up of all who 
believe what the Canaanite professes—that Jesus is Lord (see Exodus 4:22–23; 
Romans 5:13–24). 
 
Jesus came first to restore the kingdom to Israel (see Acts 1:6; 13:46). But His 
ultimate mission was the reconciliation of the world, as Paul declares in today’s 
Epistle. 
 
In the Mass we join all peoples in doing Him homage. As Isaiah foretold, we come to 
His holy mountain, the heavenly Jerusalem, to offer sacrifice at His altar (see 
Hebrews 12:22–24, 28). With the Canaanite, we take our place at the Master’s table 
to be fed as His children. 
 
Scott Hahn 
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21Praise be to the LORD, for he showed me the wonders of his 

love when I was in a city under siege. 
 

                                                                        Psalm 31:21 
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Pastoral Reflection on Pastoral Care 

Dear Parishioners, 

Here are a few thoughts that I put together because of some questions about the effects of Covid 19 in a Pastoral 

setting.  

Care for the sick and dying is always important, not only in difficult times such as our time. The sick are in a category 

of their own. That is, they may be isolated from their loved ones, at home in Aged Care facility or in hospital they 

need special help. When working with the sick in these particular and difficult times one needs to put time away for 

them. One needs to be sensitive, patient and understanding one accomplishes this through prayer put into practise. 

As Administrator for our parish during this period of lock down, I can still visit especially those who are in danger of 

death. All the sick require the best medical help and the best spiritual help as well, to reassure them that the Lord 

loves and is concerned for them. At times, it is difficult to assure some of the sick that the Lord loves them, because 

their loved ones cannot visit them, or they can no longer attend Mass and confession. I can assist them in their 

longing for the celebration of Mass, by bringing them Holy Communion within the celebration of the Liturgy of the 

Word with the reception of Holy Communion. The sacrament of Reconciliation can sometimes raise some anxiety, 

as some of the sick may want confession urgently, others might be coerced into it by well meaning family members.  

For some of the sick there is always the fear of death when they see a priest enter their room because they might 

see him as the precursor of death. Yet the celebration of Anointing always brings with it the Saving and Healing 

power and Presence of Jesus, who wants to impart his healing power through the Holy Spirit. There is a two-way 

action in the Anointing of the sick, that is, for the patient who receives the gift of Anointing and for the members of 

the family, who may not be present, it is an assurance their loved one is being cared for and healed. These family 

members can take some consolation knowing the Lord is with their loved one. 

These times are challenging the ways I relate to our parishioners who may be unemployed, who cannot attend 

Mass…confession…attend other church related activities. My biggest challenge is not being able to visit those in 

need. I am not very technically minded so I don’t live stream Mass, but I have learnt to make short videos for our 

parishioners that may assist them in a small way. Not being able to celebrate the Eucharist is the biggest challenge. 

From the outset of Covid 19 and its many challenges, when we the first lot or restrictions were lifted, large numbers 

of parishioners attended Mass and Reconciliation. This huge attendance was very encouraging a real sign of the 

strength of our parishioners. Many elderly folk have being able to come to Mass perhaps out of fear of how easy it 

is to catch Covid 19. How to help them? They are used to going to daily or weekly Mass and confession. When 

restrictions are lifted, then I can add extra Masses, second, is to encourage our parishioners to ring me for 

confession or to bring them Holy Communion at home. Another advantage is there is plenty of “Live streaming” on 

television but that does not always help. In these difficult times we need to pray faithfully with a trustful heart, 

knowing the Our Lord really does hear our prayers and fills the hearts of all whether seem broken, sad or empty of 

what they really need, the Lord’s friendship. Only the Lord can them his “particular friendship” but we can also be 

true channels of peace, prayer and companion to them, Jesus said, “…that where two or three are gathered 

together in my name, I will be there with them…” Let us remember with simple faith that we are not alone, even if 

we cannot see or hear the Lord or his Holy Spirit.  

These terrible times are helping us to remember who we are members of Christ’s Body the Church. Through 

Baptism we are linked together sacramentally therefore as “anointed ones” let us remember that we can us our 

many gifts to bring love, forgiveness, encouragement and peace to our brothers and sisters everywhere, after all 

we are ‘channels of God’s peace…” Pastoral Care is not limited to Priests, Deacons and Religious but to all the 

Faithful.  



 

 

 
 
 
  
That means that each of us can pray and visit the sick and the lonely. We can bring some comfort to those who 

are unemployed by sharing what we have with them as far as possible. To assist the young with encouraging 

words and examples by our way of connecting with them. The human person is capable of inventing ways to 

communicate and express concern and compassion and often our gifts are sadly missing or misused for many 

reasons. Yes, these are difficult times but that does not mean that we should stop praying for the strength, faith 

and practical expression of what our brothers and sister need most. As we read in the Sacred Scriptures, “… 

Thin sowing, means thin reaping…” So let us begin afresh and pray for more faith filled insights and inspirations 

to help others. 

  

My hopes for the future begin today knowing the Lord is blessing us with insights to develop through ethical and 

medical experimentation vaccines and other helpful remedies to rid our world from this terrible disease. This cure 

will come to us through dedicated scientists, doctors, nurses who are already so close to finding a vaccine to 

counteract this disease. Let us not give up on Our Lord who is working in our midst encouraging us to help each 

other through his Spirit. We also have to pray that nations of the world take a more pro- active ways to help other 

nations great trouble for example the nation of Lebanon. This nation like many other nations has been slowly 

decimated by its various disasters but more so by its recent major disaster. Thanks be to God that many nations 

have already quickly responded. Let us continue to pray without ceasing with Our Blessed Mother and St Joseph 

to Jesus who awaits to help us. Everyone can pray not only Catholics, Christians or Muslims, but everyone who 

cares for an individual, a family or a nation is praying. 

I hope what I have written will be some help to you, be assured of my prayers and assistance where I can give 

it. 

Love in Christ, 

Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap. 

 



 

 

Middle East Regional Appeal  
In the wake of disasters such as the Beirut explosion, which at, 6pm on Tuesday August 4th killed over 100 
people, wounded over 5000 and stranded many more,  and left over 300,000 homeless, Caritas Australia’s 
Middle East Regional Appeal allows us to respond quickly.  

Your donation will help to provide emergency humanitarian aid to survivors of emergencies such as the 
Beirut blast, as well as ongoing support for vulnerable communities in the Middle East. Please find the 
link for online donation: 

https://www.caritas.org.au/learn/emergency-response/middle-east-emergency-appeal 

 
 
 

 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary 
17th August 
An encounter with a shabby old woman many dismissed as insane 
prompted Saint Joan to dedicate her life to the poor. For Joan, who 
had a reputation as a businesswoman intent on monetary success, 
this was a significant conversion. 
Born in 1666 in Anjou, France, Joan worked in the family business—
a small shop near a religious shrine—from an early age. After her 
parents’ death she took over the shop. She quickly became known 
for her greediness and insensitivity to the beggars who often came 
seeking help. 
That was until she was touched by the strange woman who claimed 
she was on intimate terms with the deity. Joan, who had always been 
devout, even scrupulous, became a new person. She began caring 
for needy children. Then the poor, elderly, and sick came to her. Over 
time, she closed the family business so she could devote herself fully 
to good works and penance. 
She went on to found what came to be known as the Congregation 
of Saint Anne of Providence. It was then she took the religious name 
of Joan of the Cross. By the time of her death in 1736 she had 
founded 12 religious houses, hospices, and schools. Pope John 
Paul II canonized her in 1982. 

Source – fransiscanmedia.org 



 

 

Please note our new roster will commence when we can attend mass again. 
Hoping everyone stays well and safe. 

Carol 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Miles Bunteski, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Teresa 
Sheehan, Ann Trindade. 
 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; and look 
on the face of your anointed one; one day within your courts is 
better than a thousand elsewhere. 
 
1st Reading – Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
Isaiah points out that salvation will be for all peoples and all nations, 
and His house will be called a house of prayer for all nations. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
O God, let all the nations praise you! 
 
O God, be gracious and bless us and let your face shed its light 
upon us. Will your ways be known upon earth and all nations learn 
your saving grace. 
 
Let the nations be glad and exult for you rule the world with justice. 
With fairness you rule the peoples; you guide the nations on earth. 
 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
May God still give us His blessing till the ends of the earth revere 
Him. 
 
O God, let all the nations praise You! 
 
2nd Reading – Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 
Even though he is apostle to the pagan nations, St. Paul still has a 
soft spot for the Jews who have turned away from the chance of 
salvation. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom and healed all who 
were weak     Alleluia! 
 
Gospel – Matthew 15:21-28 
Jesus is seemingly very hard on the Canaanite woman who seeks a 
cure for her daughter. But it is only to draw out her deep faith and 
commend her for it. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1st   Isaiah 22:19-23 
    2nd  Romans 11:33-36 
    Gospel  Matthew 16:13-20 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray for the nations of the world, that 
the coronavirus pandemic will provoke a 
resolute commitment to a new global order 
of justice and peace.  
 

We pray for the grief-stricken people of 
Lebanon, that they will unite in support of 
one another and receive the urgent 
assistance they need from the international 
community.  
 

We pray for the nation of Australia, that the 
social and economic fractures exposed by 
the pandemic will be justly addressed in the 
process of recovery.  
 

We pray for residents and workers in aged 
care facilities and disability services, that 
they will receive all the pastoral care and 
material support they need.  
 

We pray for small business owners and 
casual workers facing financial ruin, that 
government assistance and community 
support will relieve their hardship.  
 
Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently Colin 
Crawford and those whose anniversaries 
occur about this time Michael Daly, Aida 
Perrone Gerry Davidson, William & Dulcie 
Lee, John & Dulcie O’Neill, Gwen Tucker 
Joan Dempster, Adrian O’Connor. Ray & 
Raelene Couch, John Kirby 
 

Collections : - 
 

Collection : $- 
Online per week (July): $1195 

 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 


