
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

24th May 2020 

7th Sunday of Easter Ascension A 
 

The Good News 
 

In today’s First Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, St. Luke gives the surprising 
news that there is more of the story to be told. The story did not end with the empty 
tomb, or with Jesus’ appearances to the Apostles over the course of forty days. Jesus’ 
saving work will have a liturgical consummation. He is the great high priest, and He 
has still to ascend to the heavenly Jerusalem, there to celebrate the feast in the true 
Holy of Holies. 
 

The truth of this feast shines forth from the Letter to the Hebrews, where we read of 
the great high priest’s passing through the heavens, the sinless intercessor’s sacrifice 
on our behalf (see Hebrews 4:14–15). 
 

Indeed, His intercession will lead to the Holy Spirit’s descent in fire upon the Church. 
Luke spells out that promise in the First Reading for the feast of the Ascension: “in a 
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5). The Ascension is the 
preliminary feast that directs the Church’s attention forward to Pentecost. On that day, 
salvation will be complete; for salvation is not simply expiation for sins (that would be 
wonder enough), but it is something even greater than that. Expiation is itself a 
necessary precondition of our adoption as God’s children. To live that divine life we 
must receive the Holy Spirit. To receive the Holy Spirit we must be purified through 
Baptism. 
 

The Responsorial Psalm presents the Ascension in terms familiar from the worship of 
the Jerusalem Temple in the days of King Solomon: “God mounts his throne to shouts 
of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord” (Psalm 47). The priest-king takes his place at 
the head of the people, ruling over the nations, establishing peace. 
 

The Epistle strikes a distinctively Paschal note. In the early Church, as today, Easter 
was the normal time for the baptism of adult converts. The sacrament was often called 
“illumination” or “enlightenment” because of the light that came with God’s saving 
grace (see, for example, Hebrews 10:32). Saint Paul, in his Letter to the Ephesians, 
speaks in terms of glory that leads to greater glories still, as Ascension leads to 
Pentecost: “May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened,” he writes, as he looks to the 
divinization of the believers. Their “hope” is “his inheritance among the holy ones,” the 
saints who have been adopted into God’s family and now rule with Him at the Father’s 
right hand. 
This is the “good news” the Apostles are commissioned to spread—to the whole 
world, to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem—at the Ascension. It’s the good news 
we must spread today. 
 
Scott Hahn 

 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 
 

Parish administrator:            
Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap 

Parish secretary: 
Mon, Tues and Thurs 
9:30am–3pm 

Emerald Hill Mission (EHM) 

CONTACT US: 

Phone 
9690 5895 (parish) 
0409 417 412 (EHM) 

Email 
stspeterandpauls@gmail.com 

Facebook 
@stspeterandpauls 

Web 
stspeterandpauls.com 

MASS TIMES 

Sunday                10am 
Saturday (Vigil)      6pm 
Mon–Thurs            8am 
Friday                  10am 
Saturday              10am  

CONFESSION TIMES 

Saturday          10.30am 

                          5.30pm 

 

 

 

Leave all your worried with Him,  
because He cares for you. 

 

                                                                          1 Peter 5:7 

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars 
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A very big ‘thankyou‘ to all of our volunteers, 

whether you help out in the Parish backyard; 
read at Mass; 

look after the garden; 
drive someone to Mass; 

keep the church tidy and clean 
or part of the music team 

your generosity is very much valued and 
appreciated 

 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

Ascension of Jesus Christ 
24th May 

The Feast of the Ascension of Jesus Christ, also called Ascension 
Day or Ascension Thursday commemorates the Christian belief of the 
bodily Ascension of Jesus into heaven. It is one of the ecumenical (i.e., 
universally celebrated) feasts of Christian churches, ranking with the 
feasts of the Passion, of Easter, and Pentecost. Ascension Day is 
traditionally celebrated on a Thursday, the fortieth day 
of Easter (following the accounts given in Mark 16:19, Luke 
24:51 and Acts 1:2), although some Christian denominations have 
moved the observance to the following Sunday. In the Catholic Church in 
the United States, the day of observance varies by ecclesiastical 
province. 

A blessing for healthcare workers. 

In this fragile frontier-place, your kindness 
Becomes the light that consoles the broken-
hearted, 
Awakens within desperate storms 
That oasis of serenity that calls 
The spirit to rise from beneath the weight of 
pain, 
To create a new space in the person's mind 
Where they gain distance from their suffering 
And begin to see the invitation  
To integrate and transform it.  

May you embrace the beauty in what you do 
And how you stand like a secret angel 
Between the bleak despair of illness 
And the unquenchable light of spirit 
That can turn the darkest destiny towards 
dawn.  

JOHN O'DONOHUE 

Excerpt from the blessing, 'For a Nurse,' 
found in his books, 
To Bless the Space Between Us (US) / 
Benedictus (Europe) 

Perpetual Mass  
 
Spiritual Enrolments in the Seraphic Mass Association, a partnership with the Capuchin Friars in their prayers 
and missionary work. 
A spiritual gift for your loved ones, living or deceased.  Annual or Perpetual Membership for Individuals or 
Families. 
The offering made for enrolments is not for Spiritual Benefits derived from the Association, but it is a free-will 
offering made for the purpose of supporting the Catholic Missions. 
No one can buy or sell Spiritual Benefits, but a sacrifice made to God for the love of His Missions may merit a 
greater share in His blessings. 

More Info – stspeterandpauls@gmail.com 



 

   



 

  

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill: Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, 
Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, 
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, Jeff 
Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Colin 
Crawford, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Chris Banks. 
 

 
The Feast of the Ascension                        
 
 

Entrance Antiphon: You kingdoms of the earth, sing to God: 
praise the Lord, who ascends above the highest heavens; his 
majesty and might are in the skies, Allelulia. 
 

1st Reading – Acts 1:1-11 
We hear the linkage of St. Luke’s second book after his gospel. 
He moves from the ministry of Jesus now to describe the ministry 
of the Church under the guidance of the spirit sent by Jesus. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
God mounts His throne to shouts of joy:  
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 

All peoples, clap your hands, cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High we must fear, great King over all the 
earth. 
 

God goes up with shouts of joy: The Lord goes up with trumpet 
blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, sing praise to our king, sing 
praise. 
 

God is king of all the earth. Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; God reigns on His holy throne 
 

God mounts His throne to shouts of joy:  
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 

2nd Reading – Ephesians 1:17-23 
We hear a reflection in the style of a Jewish form of prayer. 
Looking back over God’s plan for salvation, we are enlightened to 
see the hope that Christ’s call holds for us in the spirit He has 
promised. 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Go and teach all people my Gospel. I am with you always, until 
the end of the world.         Alleluia. 
 

Gospel – Matthew 28:16-20 
We hear in the final chapter of St. Matthew’s Gospel with the 
commissioning of the disciples to share in the authority of Jesus. 
In His name they are to go out to all the world to preach and 
baptise. 
 

Next week’s readings: 1s   Acts 2:1-11 
    2nd  1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13 
    Gospel  John 20:19-23 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray that, with the power of the spirit 
and the perseverance of faith, the 
church may witness throughout the 
world, the victory of Christ. 
 
We pray for leaders guiding their 
nations through the coronavirus crisis. 
May they chart the way forward with 
wisdom, justice and courage. 
 
We renew our thanks for the dedicated 
workers and volunteers maintaining 
essential community services. May 
they enjoy our full and lasting 
appreciation.  
 
We pray for the needy and vulnerable 
in our midst, may we as a community 
recognize their needs and support 
them. 
 
Lord, we remember with compassion 
our family and friends who have gone 
before us. Hold them in your keeping, 
especially those who have died recently 
and those whose anniversaries occur 
about this time John Watson, Mother 
Clare Birrane, Stephanie, Danille & 
Chantal Meredith, Joan Vandersman, 
Lina Folino, Marcus Case, Gordon 
Horne, Jerry Sheehan, John 
O’Callaghan, Paul Wenn. 

 

Collections : Apr 16/17, 2020 
 

Collection: $251 
Online per week (Apr): $940 

 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

 
Sat    23 
Sun   24 
Sat      6 
Sun     7 
 

READERS 
Randy 

Rick & Mavis 
Angela 

Megan & Osmond 

E.M.E 
  

Doris & Mario 
        

Geraldine & Merlyn 

HOSPITALITY 
 

Margaret & Eileen 
 

Frank & Mavis 

 FLOWERS 
Vinolia & Doris 

 
Ann & Priska 

 
 


