
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   26th July 2020 

 
17th Sunday Ordinary Time A 

 

Treasures of the Kingdom 
 

What is your new life in Christ worth to you? 
 
Do you love His words more than gold and silver, as we sing in today’s Psalm? 
Would you, like the characters in the Gospel today, sell all that you have in order to 
possess the kingdom He promises to us? If God were to grant any wish, would you 
follow Solomon’s example in today’s First Reading—asking not for a long life or 
riches, but for wisdom to know God’s ways and to desire His will? 
 
The background for today’s Gospel, as it has been for the past several weeks, is the 
rejection of Jesus’ preaching by Israel. The kingdom of heaven has come into their 
midst, yet many cannot see that Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises, a gift of 
divine compassion given that they—and we—might live. 
 
We too must ever discover the kingdom anew, to find it as a treasure—a pearl of 
great price. By comparison with the kingdom, we must count all else as rubbish (see 
Philippians 3:8). And we must be willing to give up all that we have—all our priorities 
and plans—in order to gain it. 
 
Jesus’ Gospel discloses what Paul, in today’s Epistle, calls the purpose of God’s plan 
(see Ephesians 1:4). That purpose is that Jesus would be the firstborn of many 
brothers. 
 
His words give understanding to the simple, the childlike. As Solomon does today, 
we must humble ourselves before God, giving ourselves to His service. Let our 
prayer be for an understanding heart, one that desires only to do His will. 
 
We are called to love God, to delight in His law, and to forsake every false way. And 
we are to conform ourselves daily ever more closely to the image of His Son. 
 
If we do this, we can approach His altar as a pleasing sacrifice, confident that all 
things work for the good—that we whom He has justified will also one day be 
glorified. 
Scott Hahn 
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5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight. 

 
                                                                     Proverbs 3:5-6 
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Keeps our Community Safe 

Dear Parishioners, 

As of Wednesday 22nd July 2020 11.59pm, we who live within 
metropolitan Melbourne or Mitchell Shire, must wear a face covering 
whenever you leave your home, unless an exception applies. 

A face covering needs to cover both your nose and mouth. It could 
be a face mask or shield. 

Let us remind each other to wear face mask when we are out and 
about. 

Stay Safe and God Bless, 

 

Fr John Spiteri 

 

 
May our prayer lead us to act: World Day Against Human trafficking in Person 

 Thursday 30 July marks World Day Against 
Trafficking in Persons. Despite progress made 
against the global slave trade, human trafficking 
still exists in the world. And it occurs all over the 
world, including in our own country. 
 
Praying together for an end to human 
trafficking: 
Loving God, it’s hard to express what our minds 
can hardly comprehend or our hearts feel when we 
learn of people like us being trafficked because of 
human greed. 
 
Response: May our prayer and actions cast 
light on the crime of human trafficking and help 
bring it to an end. 
 

It’s difficult to hear of people being threatened, 
deceived and forced into sexual exploitation or 
forced labour. Response 
 
We remember all who have been trafficked and 
robbed of their God-given dignity, that they will be 
strengthened by love and support that is tender 
and good. Response 
 
Give us faith and courage to stand in solidarity with 
all trafficked persons that together we will find the 
freedom that is your gift and thus create a safer 
world. Response 
Source – Melbourne Catholic  
melbournecatholic.org.au 

 

Support for your parish community during COVID-19 

We know that many people are suffering emotionally,  
socially and financially during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

CatholicCare has the following services to help: 

Counselling - Free counselling via telephone or video conference.  
Emergency Relief - For food vouchers and other financial assistance. 

T: (03) 9287 5555 | W: www.ccam.org.au/covid19response | E: CatholicCare@ccam.org.au 

 



 

  

FEAST OF THE WEEK                         
 

Saint Martha 
29th July 
Martha was “anxious about many things” but she properly welcomed Jesus 
into her home. She brought Him food and drink. She probably had His feet 
washed as He entered, or did it herself– unlike a certain Pharisee who was 
once most inhospitable when Jesus had visited him (Luke 7:44-46). 
 

After Jesus told Martha to relax and be with Him instead of running around 
worrying she probably did sit at His feet to listen along with Mary and Simon. 
She must have listened carefully because later on, when Jesus asks her if 
she believes He is “the resurrection and the life,” she says yes. 
 

We who tend to be anxious can learn a lot from this. Even as we are running 
around being anxious we can welcome Jesus into our lives. We can do that 
by remembering that Jesus is in the work and in the people we serve. He 
said, when we do something for the least of His brothers and sisters we do it 
for Him (Matt 25:40). We can also stop a minute when we become aware 
that our anxiety is beginning to get the better of us and take that slow deep 
inhale imagining the love of Christ pouring inside us. Then we can exhale 
our worries to Him. We can say a short prayer thanking Him for being with 
and in us in the midst of our busy day and ask His blessings upon our work. 
All the Saints reminded us that these brief remembrances are vital to our 
spiritual life. They are also a vital way to lessen our anxiety. 
 

St. Martha, pray for us.                                                                   Source: healthycatholic.com 

        
 

Webinar invitation 
Staying Connected Online with Children and 
Young People 

  
PLEASE SHARE THIS INVITATION WITH THOSE INVOLVED IN MINISTRY WITH CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE IN YOUR PARISH 
  
The Proclaim: Office for Mission Renewal and the Professional Standards Unit are pleased to invite you to 
an introductory information session designed to promote connection with children and young people in an online 
environment. With the reinstatement of Stage 3 Restrictions, returning to “normal”, sadly seems a little further 
away!  As a result, this is an opportune time to turn our attention to developing a longer term approach within our 
parishes for connecting with children and young people online. 
  
Date:  
Wednesday 5th of August, 2020 from 7.00pm – 8.00pm 
  
Webinar outcomes: 
 This introductory session aims to: 

 Highlight the importance of parish “connection” and “belonging” for children and young people 
 Help your parish to start planning how to deliver your programs and activities online 
 Provide an overview of some key e-safety considerations 
 Provide some examples of parish engagement with children and young people 

  
Who will benefit: Parish priests, Youth group leaders, Children’s Liturgy Leaders, Sacramental preparation 
leaders, Altar server leaders, Pastoral associates 
  
Registration: Eventbrite by Monday 3rd of August 2020 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/webinar-staying-connected-
online-with-children-and-young-people-tickets-114372274552 
  
We welcome your attendance and ask that you submit any specific questions that you might have prior to the 
session to linda.franco@cam.org.au    
 



 

 

 

Please note our new roster will commence when we can attend mass again. 
Hoping everyone stays well and safe. 

Carol 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Colin Crawford, Frank 
O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Teresa Sheehan. 
 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: God is in His holy place, God who unites those 
who dwell in his house; he himself gives might and strength to his 
people. 
 

1st Reading – 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
We hear the passage about King Solomon which illustrates how he 
achieved a reputation for his wisdom. When given the chance to 
nominate what he wants, Solomon has the common sense to ask for 
proper discernment between good and evil. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, I love your commands. 
 

My part, I have resolved, O Lord, is to obey your word. 
The law from your mouth means more to me than silver and gold. 
 

Let your love be ready to console me by your promise to your servant. 
Let your love come to me and I shall love for your law is my delight. 
 

That is why I love your commands more than finest gold. 
 

That is why I rule my life by your precepts I hate false ways. 
 

Your will is wonderful indeed, therefore I obey it. 
The unfolding of your word gives light and teaches the simple. 
 

Lord, I love your commands. 
 

2nd Reading – Romans 8:28-30 
We hear yet another selection from the Romans that remind us of what 
is our unique call for Baptism. God has called us and invited us to 
share in humanity with Christ and to be raised up in His spirit to share 
His divinity. 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, you have revealed 
to little ones the mysteries of the Kingdom.   Alleluia! 
 

Gospel – Matthew 13:44-52 
The kingdom of God is like a buried treasure or a perfect pearl; it is so 
precious that it is worth committing all one has to possess it.  
 

Next week’s readings: 1s   1saiah 55:1-3 
    2nd  Romans 8:35, 37-39 
    Gospel  Matthew 14:13-21 
 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray that our Holy Father, our 
Cardinals, Bishops, Priests and Religious 
continue to lead us to set right goals in 
our life so that we may be able to give 
God the first place in our life and 
experience his love, joy and peace. 

We pray for those who govern the 
Church, for teachers and parents and all 
in roles of influence, that they may have 
the sense and the courage to present 
fresh, new wisdom without depriving us of 
the old. 

We give thanks for those whose family 
life, partnerships or friendships have 
been enriched in the course of the 
pandemic, and pray for their continued 
flourishing.  

We pray for all who have been called to 
do extraordinary things to keep our 
community safe, that their generosity, 
creativity and courage will be fully 
appreciated. 

We remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently Fr Leo Pat 
Harney O’Carm, Shane Tuck and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this 
time Pearl Armstrong, Mother Joseph 
Halloran, Bishop John Kelly, Stephanie 
Ryan, Sr. Judith Sullivan, Imelda 
McKenna, Dorrie Garbutt, Pat Wale. 
 

Collections : - 
 

Collection : $- 
Online per week (June): $1070 

 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 


