
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

        13th September 

 
24th Sunday Ordinary Time A 

 

‘The Debt We Owe’ 
 

Mercy and forgiveness should be at the heart of the Christian life. 
 
Yet, as today’s First Reading wisely reminds us, often we cherish our wrath, nourish 
our anger, refuse mercy to those who have done us wrong. Jesus, too, strikes close 
to home in today’s Gospel with His realistic portrayal of the wicked servant who won’t 
forgive a fellow servant’s debt, even though his own slate has just been wiped clean 
by their master. 
 
It can’t be this way in the kingdom, the Church. In the Old Testament, seven is 
frequently a number associated with mercy and the forgiveness of sins. The just man 
sins seven times daily; there is a sevenfold sprinkling of blood for atonement of sins 
(see Proverbs 24:6; Leviticus 16). But Jesus tells Peter today that we must forgive 
not seven times, but seventy times seven times. That means: every time. 
 
We are to be merciful as our Father in heaven is merciful (see Luke 6:36; Matthew 
5:48). But why? Why does Jesus repeatedly warn that we can’t expect forgiveness 
for our trespasses unless we’re willing to forgive others their trespasses against us? 
 
Because, as Paul reminds us in today’s Epistle, we are the Lord’s. Each of us has 
been purchased by the blood of Christ shed for us on the Cross (see Revelation 
5:9). As we sing in today’s Psalm, though we deserved to die for our sins, He doesn’t 
deal with us according to our crimes. The mercy and forgiveness we show to others 
should be the heartfelt expression of our gratitude for the mercy and forgiveness 
shown to us. 
 
This is why we should remember our last days, set our enmities aside, and stop 
judging others. We know that one day we will stand before the judgment seat and 
give account for what we’ve done with the new life given to us by Christ (see Romans 
14:10, 12). 
 
So we forgive each other from the heart, overlook each other’s faults, and await the 
crown of His kindness and compassion. 
 
Scott Hahn 
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Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 

God in Christ forgave you. 
                                                                            

Ephesian 4:32 
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Sts Peter and Paul Parish, South Melbourne is committed to the care, wellbeing and 

protection of children, young people and people at risk in our community. We uphold that child 

protection and the dignity of every person is the responsibility of every adult. 

 

 

Prayer 

Gracious God, you love and care for all of your children, 

 especially the smallest and most vulnerable.  

We entrust to you the lives of children and adults at risk who have been sexually abused, and 

whose trust and innocence have been destroyed.  

Help us to hear their cries of pain and to take responsibility for those whose lives have been 

broken. 

 Help us to recognise the hurt felt by those wounded by abuse, and the failure to be heard. 

 We pray that with the help of your grace communities and families will find understanding and 

support, so that now and in the future their wounds may be healed and they may find lasting 

peace.  

Let your grace and love fall gently now upon our children, giving them the inner strength, peace 

and resilience to seek out assistance when required. We ask this prayer through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and 

ever.  

Amen  



 

 
Putting Children First: Child Protection Week 2020 

Wednesday 2 September 2020 

Communications Office of the Melbourne Archdiocese 
 

This year marks the 30th anniversary of Child Protection Week (6-12 September). The theme for 2020, 

'Putting Children First', was chosen by the National Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect 

(NAPCAN) and underscores the need to prioritise the safety and wellbeing of children in all aspects of our 

community and family life.  

The occasion is of great significance for the Catholic Church in Australia as it emphasises the need for a 

continuous commitment to effectively safeguard children, young people, and vulnerable adults.  

Partnered with the commitment to safeguard those most at risk, the Church also acknowledges the 

devastating harm caused by the sexual abuse of children by priests, religious and lay people within Catholic 

settings. 

Although the Pandemic has changed the way we are all living and working, it doesn’t change what is most 

important,’ said Archbishop Peter A Comensoli. 

For Christians, the Lord Jesus shows us that at all times, the most vulnerable among us are those requiring 

our greatest care. Our priority is to ensure the safety and the protection of children at all times. 

I am sad and angered that the Church has not always been a place that has put children first. We continue 

to address the horror of abuse, and I will continue to meet with survivors of abuse, hearing and trusting them, 

and helping our Church be continually converted.’ 

In the lead up to and during Child Protection Week, the Professional Standards Unit of the Archdiocese will 

be offering some resources to ensure all of our local parishes and ministries can become places that support 

children and young people, and their right to be safe and feel safe.  

To grow up well, children need to feel safe and loved, have a chance to play and explore, have a say in 

decisions that affect them, and access to essential things like food, shelter and healthcare. For children to 

thrive we need to come together as a community and put children’s needs first during National Child 

Protection Week and every week. 



  

Child Protection Week (6-12th September 2020) 

 

As children’s first and most enduring educators, parents are best placed to begin conversations with their 
children in an age and developmentally appropriate way. Protecting God’s Children Parent Resouce: A 
Catholic Parent’s Guide to Keeping Their Kids Safe is a protective behaviours resource aimed at 
supporting Catholic parents of children aged 5-12 years old. The resource helps parents teach children a 
range of important personal safety skills, supports the development of emotional intelligence skills and 
promotes a child’s understanding of the right to feel safe through engaging activities and storybooks. 
Using the concept of "basket fillers", the resource begins by exploring the theme, “God gave all children 
the right to feel safe at all times” and sequentially builds on: 

 children’s understanding of safety 
 awareness of their feelings and early warning signs 
 body awareness 
 helping seeking strategies 
 empowering children to say no in unsafe situations 
 reinforcing the concept of personal space, and 
 importantly the theme of “Nothing is so awful that we can’t talk with someone about it”. 
 Whilst we maintain that adults are ultimately responsible for maintaining safe environments for 

children, it is just as important to empower children to recognise when they are feeling unsafe and 
to tell a trusted adult (or adults) so that action is taken to help them be safe and feel safe. 

Developed by Andrea Musulin (Director of Safeguarding, Catholic Archdiocese of Perth), this resource 
has been adapted by our Professional Standards Unit (PSU) for use by families within the Melbourne 
Archdiocese. We also thank Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB (Archbishop of Perth) for making the 
resource available to us. 

 

Source:  

https://melbournecatholic.org.au/News/ArtMID/416/ArticleID/24600/Putting-Children-First-Child-
Protection-Week-2020 

 

 



  

Are You Called to be a Spiritual Director? – The Siloam Program is a full-time or part-time program to 
form Spiritual Directors. It is suitable for those who wish to companion others on their spiritual journey, 
helping them to notice the movement of God in their hearts and in their lived experience. The program, 
which commences on 4 Feb 2021, blends academic and supervisory work to foster a discerning, 
contemplative approach. The program may be offered face-to-face, online via Zoom, or a combination of 
both. It may be studied as a Graduate Diploma in Spiritual Direction at the University of Divinity, with Fee-
Help available to qualifying students. Previous participants have commented that this program has been 
transformational for their personal spirituality and has deepened their awareness and ability to listen. Apply 
to Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & Pastoral Formation.  

Brochure and application form at www.heartoflife.melbourne or tel 03 9890 1101. 

 

                         

                                                            

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

Saint Joseph of Cupertino 
18th September 

Saint Joseph of Cupertino, O.F.M. Conv. (Italian: Giuseppe da 
Copertino; 17 June 1603 – 18 September 1663) was an Italian 
Conventual Franciscan friar who is honored as a Christian mystic 
and saint. He was said to have been remarkably unclever, but 
prone to miraculous levitation and intense ecstatic visions that left 
him gaping. Joseph began to experience ecstatic visions as a 
child, which were to continue throughout his life, and made him 
the object of scorn. He applied to the Conventual Franciscan 
friars, but was rejected due to his lack of education. He then 
pleaded with them to serve in their stables. After several years of 
working there, he had so impressed the friars with the devotion 
and simplicity of his life that he was admitted to their Order, 
destined to become a Catholic priest, in 1625. 

Source: wikipedia 

 

Majellan Christmas Card for Sale 
 

We extend our gratitude to all our readers for the amazing 
response so far to our Christmas card 
sale. Selling Christmas cards is the single largest 
fundraising initiative that we have at the Majellan each 
year. The money raised helps us to grow and be the 
strongest voice possible for families and to 
assist families with issues. This year we need your support 
more than ever.  

 

There is no better time to send your loved ones our 
beautifully designed Majellan cards, that convey the true 
meaning of Christmas and are reasonably priced. Individual 
packs can be bought for only $7.50, including postage.     

Further information: 

https://majellan.media/product/christmas-cards-2020/ 



 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Miles Bunteski, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Teresa 
Sheehan, Ann Trindade, Marie Grafen. 
 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance: Give peace, Lord, to those who wait for you and your 
prophets will proclaim you as you deserve. Hear the prayers of your 
servant and of your people Israel. 
 

1st Reading – Sirach 27:30-28:7 
We hear a major passage that links with the Gospel. Only two centuries 
before Christ, we hear a passage in which the standard is moving from 
an “eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”. Resentment and anger are 
not good grounds for action in Christianity or Jews standards. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger and rich in compassion. 
 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my being, bless His holy name. 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord and never forget all His blessings. 
 

It is He who forgives all your guilt, who heals every one of your ills, 
Who redeems your life from the grave, who crowns you with love and 
compassion. 
 

His wrath will come to an end; he will not  be angry for ever. He does 
not treat us according to our sins nor repay us according to our faults. 
 

For as the heavens are high above the earth so strong is His love for 
those who fear Him. As far as the east is from the west so far does He 
remove our sins. 
 

The Lord is kind and merciful; slow to anger and rich in compassion 
 

2nd Reading – Romans 14:7-9 
We hear another brief but powerful reading from St. Paul. He shares 
with us the attitude of the early Christian community when belief in life 
beyond life was built on close experience of the death and resurrection 
of Jesus.  
 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 
I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have loved you. 
 

Gospel – Matthew 18:15-20 
We hear the response of Jesus when Peter asks a question about 
forgiving others. The story Jesus tells, appeals to our natural sense of 
justice. 
 

Next week’s readings: 1st     Isaiah 55:6-9 
    2nd    Philippians 1:20-24. 27 
    Gospel    Matthew 20:1-16 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray for all who give witness to the 
Gospel. May their living out the way of 
Jesus soften the hardest of hearts and 
bring to the Lord those most in need of His 
mercy. 
 

We pray for all institutions and agencies 
caring for children, that today’s Child 
Protection Sunday will mark their full 
implementation of safeguarding 
measures.  
 

We pray for Australia, that the coronavirus 
pandemic will strengthen our 
determination to overcome the inequality 
and disadvantage it has exposed.  
 

We pray for the unsung heroes of the 
COVID crisis, that their community service 
will be brought to light and justly 
appreciated.  
 

We pray for all victims of crime, that they 
will find a path of forgiveness that leads 
them to a new future.  
 

We pray for our parish community, that we 
will grow strong in faith and gospel living in 
response to these challenging times.  
 

We remember with compassion our family 
and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and for 
those whose anniversaries occur about 
this time Mavis McCormack, Stuart 
McLinden, David Knight, Calogero 
Tabacco, Gwen Wubben, Gregory Abdilla, 
Joseph Casserly, Fr Thomas Carra. 
 
 Online per week (August): $1470 

 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

Please note our roster will recommence when we can have mass again. 
Hoping Everyone stays well and safe. 

Carol 


