
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

        4th September 

 
27th Sunday Ordinary Time A 

 

‘Living on the Vine’ 
 

In today’s Gospel Jesus returns to the Old Testament symbol of the vineyard to teach 
about Israel, the Church, and the kingdom of God.  And the symbolism of today’s 
First Reading and Psalm is readily understood. 
 
God is the owner and the house of Israel is the vineyard. A cherished vine, Israel 
was plucked from Egypt and transplanted in a fertile land specially spaded and 
prepared by God, hedged about by the city walls of Jerusalem, watched over by the 
towering Temple. But the vineyard produced no good grapes for the wine, a symbol 
for the holy lives God wanted for His people. So God allowed His vineyard to be 
overrun by foreign invaders, as Isaiah foresees in the First Reading. 
 
Jesus picks up the story where Isaiah leaves off, even using Isaiah’s words to 
describe the vineyard’s wine press, hedge, and watchtower. Israel’s religious 
leaders, the tenants in His parable, have learned nothing from Isaiah or Israel’s past. 
Instead of producing good fruits, they’ve killed the owner’s servants, the prophets 
sent to gather the harvest of faithful souls.  In a dark foreshadowing of His own 
crucifixion outside Jerusalem, Jesus says the tenants’ final outrage will be to seize 
the owner’s son, and to kill him outside the vineyard walls.  For this, the vineyard, 
which Jesus calls the kingdom of God, will be taken away and given to new tenants—
the leaders of the Church, who will produce its fruit. 
 
We are each a vine in the Lord’s vineyard, grafted onto the true vine of Christ 
(see John 15:1–8), called to bear fruits of the righteousness in Him (see Philippians 
1:11) and to be the “first fruits” of a new creation (see James 1:18). 
 
We need to take care that we don’t let ourselves be overgrown with the thorns and 
briars of worldly anxiety. As today’s Epistle advises, we need to fill our hearts and 
minds with noble intentions and virtuous deeds, rejoicing always that the Lord is near. 
 
Scott Hahn 

 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 
Parish administrator:            

Fr John Spiteri OFM Cap 

Parish secretary: 
Mon, Tues and Thurs 

9:30am–3pm 

Emerald Hill Mission (EHM) 

CONTACT US: 

Phone 
9690 5895 (parish) 
0409 417 412 (EHM) 

Email 
stspeterandpauls@gmail.com

Facebook 
@stspeterandpauls 

Web 
stspeterandpauls.com 

MASS TIMES (temporary) 

Sunday 10am, 12 noon 

                5pm 

Saturday 6pm (Vigil) 

Mon - Friday: 8am & 9am 

Saturday: 10am 
Confession Times: 

Sat 10:30am, 5:15pm 

Book online for detail: 

stspeterandpauls.com 

 

 
“16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 

they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven.” 

 

                                                                            Matthew 5:16 
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10th October 2020 @ 1 pm 

Live Streamed March for the Babies  

 

2020 Live Streamed March for the Babies October 10 @1 p.m. 

Due to Coved 19 restrictions, the Annual March for the Babies 2020 will be a Live Streamed event @ 1p.m. 
Saturday October 10 

Join in online www.mftb.online for Victoria's largest pro-life event in defence of the victims of Victoria's 
inhumane abortion laws, unborn children and their mothers. Featured speakers, powerful testimonies, music 
and opportunities to promote the "culture of life". 

VOCATION TO RELIGIOUS LIFE 

WHAT KINDS OF PEOPLE become priests, sisters or brothers?  Are they uncommonly holy, unusually 
saint-like?  No.  They are people who make mistakes, people who aren’t afraid to be human while in 
God’s service.  Are they people who can’t face the competition and cruelty of the ‘real’ world?  No.  They 
are people who believe that through ministry they can immerse themselves in the world and make positive 
changes.  Are they people who don’t relate well with other people?  No.  They are people who love others 
– people who find real satisfaction chatting with a 93-year-old parishioner, holding the hand of a cancer 
patient, listening to the troubles of a street-wise teen.  They are people with the courage to touch lives, 
hearts and souls in a high-tech, unchurched world.  Are you that kind of person? 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

HOLINESS IS A CHALLENGE for us all, whatever our specific vocations.  We are called to be holy in all 
aspects of our lives.  This is an ongoing process, often slowed by setbacks.  When the saints were alive, 
they did not regard themselves as saints; rather, they knew they were sinners – and they strived to be 
saints.  The process of becoming holy is, even for saints, painful and filled with struggle.  Know you are a 
sinner; strive to be a saint. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FAMILY LIFE CAN BUILT VALUES integral to a strong vocation – whether to priesthood, religious life or 
marriage.  Teaching your children to value commitment, service and prayer will help them make strong 
vocation decisions as adults and live out those vocations with success and fulfilment. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PRAYER IS A MOVING FORCE in vocations development.  Prayer is effective; prayer is powerful; prayer 
is essential.  Few are called to priesthood or religious life, but all are called to pray for vocations. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A VOCATION MUST BE NURTURED for a lifetime, not just until ordination or the taking of vows.  You 
can help nurture the vocations of priests, sisters and brothers by praying, listening, and expressing 
appreciation.  A life of service needs support from those served. 

 

 
Catholic Vocations 
Cardinal Knox Centre 
383 Albert Street, East Melbourne VIC 3002 
PO Box 146, East Melbourne VIC 8002 
(03) 9926 5733  
cam.org.au/vocations    

 



   

      

 

 

                                                                         

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

St Francis of Asisi 
4th October 

Francis of Assisi (born Giovanni di Pietro di Bernardone; 1181 or 1182 – 
3 October 1226), venerated as Saint Francis of Assisi, also was an 
Italian Catholic friar, deacon, philosopher, mystic, and preacher. He 
founded the men's Order of Friars Minor, the women's Order of Saint Clare, 
the Third Order of Saint Francis and the Custody of the Holy Land. Francis 
is one of the most venerated religious figures in Christianity. 

Pope Gregory IX canonized Francis on 16 July 1228. Along with Saint 
Catherine of Siena, he was designated patron saint of Italy. He later 
became associated with patronage of animals and the natural environment, 
and it became customary for churches to hold ceremonies blessing animals 
on or near his feast day of 4 October. 

Once his community was authorized by the Pope, he withdrew increasingly 
from external affairs. Francis is also known for his love of the Eucharist. In 
1223, Francis arranged for the first Christmas live nativity scene. According 
to Christian tradition, in 1224 he received the stigmata during 
the apparition of Seraphic angels in a religious ecstasy, which would make 
him the second person in Christian tradition after St. Paul (Galatians 6:17) 
to bear the wounds of Christ's Passion. He died during the evening hours of 
3 October 1226, while listening to a reading he had requested of Psalm 
142 (141).                                                                                          Wikipedia 

                                                                                                    Wikipedia 

  

Support Our Capuchin Mission 

 



 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Miles Bunteski, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Teresa 
Sheehan, Marie Grafen. 
 

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

Entrance Antiphon: Within your will, O Lord, all things are 
established, and there is none that can resist your will.  For you have 
made all things, the heavens and the earth, and all that is held within 
the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 
 
1st Reading – Isaiah 5:1-7 
The prophet Isaiah uses the image of a vineyard to describe Israel, 
God’s own land.  The owner looked for good fruit but found only sour 
grapes. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel. 
 
You brought a vine out of Egypt: to plant it you drove out the nations.  
It stretched out its branches to the sea, to the Great River it stretched 
out its shoots. 
 
Then why have you broken down its walls?  It is plucked by all who 
pass by. It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, devoured by the 
beasts of the field. 
 
God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down from heaven and 
see.  Visit this vine and protect it, the vine your right hand has 
planted. 
 
And we shall never forsake you again: give us life that we may call 
upon your name.  God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on 
us and we shall be saved. 
 
The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel. 
 
2nd Reading – Philippians 4:6-9 
St Paul wants us to share in the peace of God that is greater than our 
own understanding. 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia. I call you friends, says the Lord, because I have 
made known to you everything I have learnt from my Father.  Alleluia! 
 
Gospel – Matthew 21:33-43 
The parable of the vineyard and its tenants is used by Jesus to speak 
of the Kingdom, which will be given to those who will produce its fruit. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1st      Isaiah 25: 6-10 
    2nd     Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20 
    Gospel     Matthew 22:1-10 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

 

We pray for Pope Francis, that his appeal 
for a new spirit of human solidarity will be 
welcomed around the world. 
 

We pray for all creatures of the earth, that 
they will praise and glorify God in the spirit 
of Francis of Assisi.  
 

We pray for all who are poorly housed or 
homeless, that the world’s wealth will be re-
directed to provide them with the shelter 
that is their right.  
 

We pray for the government and its 
advisors crafting this week’s federal 
budget, that they will do justice to those 
who are most needy and disadvantaged.  
 

We pray for all whose hopes in life have 
been dashed by the COVID pandemic, that 
the support of family, friends and the 
community will help them make a fresh 
start.  
 

We pray for social policy makers here and 
overseas, that they will reform the prison 
system and bring an end to the death 
penalty.  
 

We pray for our parish community, that we 
will be a vineyard producing good fruit for 
the kingdom of God. 
 

We remember with compassion our family 
and friends who have gone before us. Hold 
them in your keeping, especially those who 
have died recently and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time, William 
& Joyce Richardson, Shirley Scott, 
Giuseppe Sangion, Sam Bongiorno, Mario 
Ressia. Sugianto Alexchandra and Sr Sr 
Bernadette Greene IBVM 
 
 
 Online per week (August): $1470 

 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs 

of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

Please note our roster will recommence when we can have mass again. 
Hoping Everyone stays well and safe. 

Carol 


