
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

22nd May 2021 

Pentecost Sunday 
 

A New Wind 
 

The giving of the Spirit to the new people of God crowns the mighty acts of the Father 

in salvation history. 

The Jewish feast of Pentecost called all devout Jews to Jerusalem to celebrate their 

birth as God’s chosen people in the covenant Law given to Moses at Sinai 

(see Leviticus 23:15–21; Deuteronomy 16:9–11). 

In today’s First Reading, the mysteries prefigured in that feast are fulfilled in the 

pouring out of the Spirit on Mary and the Apostles (see Acts 1:14). 

The Spirit seals the new law and new covenant brought by Jesus, written not on stone 

tablets but on the hearts of believers, as the prophets promised (see Jeremiah 31:31–

34; 2 Corinthians 3:2–8; Romans 8:2). 

The Spirit is revealed as the life-giving breath of the Father, the Wisdom by which He 

made all things, as we sing in today’s Psalm. 

In the beginning, the Spirit came as a “mighty wind” sweeping over the face of the 

earth (see Genesis 1:2). And in the new creation of Pentecost, the Spirit again comes 

as “a strong, driving wind” to renew the face of the earth. 

As God fashioned the first man out of dust and filled him with His Spirit (see Genesis 

2:7), in today’s Gospel we see the New Adam become a life-giving Spirit, breathing 

new life into the Apostles (see 1 Corinthians 15:45, 47). 

Like a river of living water, for all ages He will pour out His Spirit on His body, the 

Church, as we hear in today’s Epistle (see also John 7:37–39). 

We receive that Spirit in the sacraments, being made a “new creation” in Baptism 

(see 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15). 

Drinking of the one Spirit in the Eucharist (see 1 Corinthians 10:4), we are the first 

fruits of a new humanity—fashioned from out of every nation under heaven, with no 

distinctions of wealth or language or race, a people born of the Spirit. 

Scott Hahn 
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Parish Priest: 

Fr Gary Devery OFM Cap 
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12 “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer”   
 

Romans 12:12  
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Overcoming difficulties in prayer:  

Pope at General Audience 
In his catechesis at the weekly General Audience, Pope Francis says we must always persevere in order to 
overcome the difficulties we face in prayer. 

By Christopher Wells 

Speaking at the Wednesday General Audience, Pope Francis identified three difficulties we often experience in 
prayer: distraction; feelings of dryness or barrenness; and “acedia,” a certain listlessness in prayer. 

Distractions 

Distraction is a common experience, not only in prayer but in all we do. “The human mind finds it difficult to dwell 
for long on a single thought; we all experience this constant whirlwind of images and illusions in perpetual motion, 
which accompany us even in our sleep.” But if we give into this temptation, said the Pope, we are unable to do 
anything well. 

The Pope explained that distractions are not sinful in themselves, but we must nonetheless fight against them. 
To do so, we must embrace the Gospel virtue of perseverance. We do not know the day or hour in which Jesus 
will come, and so we must be watchful, striving to concentrate and be attentive to the task at hand. 

Aridity 

Aridity or “dryness” in prayer – when prayer seems to do no good, and inspires no joy or enthusiasm – is different 
from distraction in that it doesn’t always arise from within us. 

Sometimes, said Pope Francis, God Himself allows us to experience this spiritual dryness, and at such times we 
must rely on “pure faith.” 

Acedia 

Acedia, sometimes called sloth, “is a real temptation against prayer, and more generally against Christian life,” 
Pope Francis said. 

Quoting the catechism, he described it as a form of depression due to "lax ascetical practice, decreasing 
vigilance, and carelessness of heart.” As one of the seven deadly sins, “it is fuelled by conceit, and can lead to 
the death of the soul.” 

Perseverance in prayer 

In the face of this “succession of enthusiasm and discouragement” in prayer, Pope Francis called on Christians 
to persevere, to always keep walking. 

“All the saints have passed through this ‘dark valley’,” he said, and we should not be scandalised when we hear 
about their struggles with prayer, “the account of evenings of listless prayer, lived without taste.” 

At those times, the Pope continued, we must learn to remain constant in prayer. “Believers never stop praying!” 
he insisted. 

Even if, like Job, we complain and protest against God, “we know that at the end of this time of desolation” God 
will answer us. 

“God will gather up even our harshest and most bitter expressions with the love of a Father, and consider them 
as an act of faith, as a prayer," concluded Pope Francis. 

 

Source: https://www.vaticannews.va/ 



   

          

 

 

 

 

   

                                                                         

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
Ascension of Jesus Christ 
27th May 
 

Augustine of Canterbury (early 6th century – probably 26 May 604) was a monk who 
became the first Archbishop of Canterbury in the year 597. He is considered the 
"Apostle to the English" and a founder of the English Church. 
 

Augustine was the prior of a monastery in Rome when Pope Gregory the Great 
chose him in 595 to lead a mission, usually known as the Gregorian mission, to 
Britain to Christianize King Æthelberht and his Kingdom of Kent from Anglo-Saxon 
paganism. Kent was probably chosen because Æthelberht had married a Christian 
princess, Bertha, daughter of Charibert I the King of Paris, who was expected to 
exert some influence over her husband. Before reaching Kent, the missionaries had 
considered turning back, but Gregory urged them on, and in 597, Augustine landed 
on the Isle of Thanet and proceeded to Æthelberht's main town of Canterbury. 
 

King Æthelberht converted to Christianity and allowed the missionaries to preach 
freely, giving them land to found a monastery outside the city walls. Augustine was 
consecrated as a bishop and converted many of the king's subjects, including 
thousands during a mass baptism on Christmas Day in 597. Pope Gregory sent 
more missionaries in 601, along with encouraging letters and gifts for the churches, 
although attempts to persuade the native British bishops to submit to Augustine's 
authority failed. Roman bishops were established at London, and Rochester in 604, 
and a school was founded to train Anglo-Saxon priests and missionaries. Augustine 
also arranged the consecration of his successor, Laurence of Canterbury. The 
archbishop probably died in 604 and was soon revered as a saint. 

 

Sts Peter and Pauls Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity 
of all children, young people and vulnerable adults 

 

 

 
Come, Holy Spirit, and make us 

Pentecost people. 

Let your wisdom and right judgment 

guide our decisions and temper our 

impulses. 

Let knowledge and understanding 

increase our capacity for 

empathy and compassion. 

Let reverence and awe fill us with 

gratitude 

and respect for all of creation. 

Give us the courage to witness boldly 

to our faith in word and deed. 

Through and with and in Jesus Christ, 

we pray. Amen. 

 



 
 
Sat  22 
Sun 23 
Sat  29 
Sun 30 

Readers 
Adrian 

Andy & Ann T 
Angela 

Geraldine C & Janet 
 

E.M.E 
 

Geraldine F 
 
 

Flower Arrangement 
Doris  

 
Doris  

 

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James 
Atkins, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Maria Cimino, Teresa Sheehan, Bob White, Joseph 
Barbara, Helen Keighery, Dale Cocker. 

 

    Pentecost 
 

Entrance Antiphon: The love of God has been poured into our 
hearts through the Spirit of God dwelling with us, Alleluia. 
 
1st Reading – Acts 2:1-11 
We hear St. Luke’s account of the Pentecost in Jerusalem when all 
were filled with the Holy Spirit. His images and description resonate 
with creation seen in Genesis to make a new creation of God’s grace. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
 
Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are 
How many are your works, O Lord! The earth is full of your riches. 
Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
 
You take back your spirit, they die,  
returning to the dust from which they came. 
You send forth your spirit, they are created; 
And you renew the face of the earth. 
 
Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
May the glory of the Lord last forever! May the Lord rejoice in His 
works. May my thoughts be pleasing to Him. I find my joy in the Lord. 
 
Lord, send out your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. 
 
2nd Reading – Galatians 5:16-25 
We hear the reflection of St. Paul about the difference when we yield 
to self-indulgence compared to being open to the Spirit. 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the 
fire of your love     Alleluia! 
 
Gospel – John 15:26-27. 16:12-15 
We hear the assurance of Jesus of the presence of the Spirit who will 
help us to be witnesses to the truth of Christ’s promise. 
 
Next week’s readings:    1  Deuteronomy4:32-34, 39-40 
         2  Romans 8:14-17 
                      Gospel Matthew 28:16-20 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 
 

 

We pray for Pope Francis, his bishops and 
priests. May the Holy Spirit inspire them to 
speak in language that speaks to the 
hearts of your people. 
 
We pray for all who have been baptised in 
Christ. May all be strengthened by the 
Holy Spirit who will fill the hearts of the 
faithful and kindle in them the fire of God’s 
love. 
 
We pray for all who work in the field of 
palliative care, that their care for the dying 
and those in chronic pain will ease 
suffering and bring peace.  
 
We pray for our faith community. May we 
each recognise the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
given to us, and may we use them for the 
good and the betterment of others. 
 
Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died Christine Chaghouri 
and those whose anniversaries occur 
about this time Carmo Trindade, Joseph 
Malepa, Helen Lombard, Marco 
Masterton, Richard Sykes, Albert Brasher, 
John Darcy, Maurie Moloney, Ethel 
Riddihough, Annie Mabus, Catherine & 
Patrick O’Connor, Ivan and Ruza Bosnjak. 
 

Collections: May 15/16, 2021 
1st Collection : $825 

2nd Collection : $630.15 
Online (April) per week: $1,010 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs 

of the Parish. 
EFT Donations: 

Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 
BSB: 083 155 

Account number: 515577466 


