
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

4th June 2021 

 

22nd Sunday Ordinary Time 

A Choice to Make 

 

Today’s Gospel casts Jesus in a prophetic light as one having authority to 
interpret God’s law. 

Jesus’ quotation from Isaiah today is ironic (see Isaiah 29:13). In observing the 
law, the Pharisees honor God by ensuring that nothing unclean passes their lips. 
In this, however, they’ve turned the law inside out, making it a matter of simply 
performing certain external actions. 

The gift of the law, which we hear God giving to Israel in today’s First Reading, is 
fulfilled in Jesus’ Gospel, which shows us the law’s true meaning and purpose 
(see Matthew 5:17). 

The law, fulfilled in the Gospel, is meant to form our hearts, to make us pure, able 
to live in the Lord’s presence. The law was given that we might live and enter into 
the inheritance promised to us—the kingdom of God, eternal life. 

Israel, by its observance of the law, was meant to be an example to surrounding 
nations. As James tells us in today’s Epistle, the Gospel was given to us that we 
might have new birth by the Word of truth. By living the Word we’ve received, 
we’re to be examples of God’s wisdom to those around us, the “first fruits” of a 
new humanity. 

This means we must be “doers” of the Word, not merely hearers of it. As we sing 
in today’s Psalm and hear again in today’s Epistle, we must work for justice, taking 
care of our brothers and sisters and living by the truth God has placed in our 
hearts. 

The Word given to us is a perfect gift. We should not add to it through vain and 
needless devotions. Nor should we subtract from it by picking and choosing which 
of His laws to honor. 

“Hear me,” Jesus says in today’s Gospel. Today, we’re called to examine our 
relationship to God’s law. 

Is the practice of our religion a pure listening to Jesus, a humble welcoming of the 
Word planted in us and able to save our souls? Or are we only paying lip service? 

Scott Hahn 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 
 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Gary Devery OFM Cap 

Parish secretary: 
Mon, Tues & Thurs 

9:30am–3pm 

CONTACT US: 

Phone 
9690 5895 (parish) 
 

Email 
stspeterandpauls@gmail.
com 

Web 
stspeterandpauls.com 

 
MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am  
Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Sat: 8am   
Confession Times:  
Sat after 8am Mass  
Sat 5:15pm 

Emerald Hill Mission 
(EHM) 
0409 417 412 (EHM) 
 

 

 
 

 

Dear Parishioners, please email stspeterandpauls@gmail.com 

if you need any assistance or prayers 

God Bless - Sts Peter and Pauls 

m 
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Father’s Day Craft Club Raffles 
 

 

 
The Craft Group has put 

together 5 amazing prizes 
for Father’s day raffles. 

 
Tickets are 3 for $5 and 

will be on sale before and 
after mass throughout 

September 2021.  
 

The tickets will be draw 
possible early October 
2021 depending on the 
lockdown restriction 

 
We really appreciate your support towards Craft Group and Sts Peter and Pauls 

South Melbourne 
 

Thanksgiving Envelopes 

Dear parishioners, 

Sts Peter and Pauls Offering Envelopes are now available at the back of the church or you 
could contact parish office through email and we can send them to you 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Yours in Jesus Christ, 

Fr Gary  

 



   

 

Pope at Audience: Hypocrisy jeopardises the unity of the Church 

 

At the General Audience on Wednesday, Pope Francis warns about a type of “formalism” which can 
lead to hypocrisy, and in turn threatens the unity of the Church. 
By Christopher Wells 

Pope Francis continued his commentary on St Paul’s Letter to the Galatians at Wednesday’s General 
Audience, highlighting the dangers of a purely formal adherence to the Law. 

The Holy Father began his reflection with a consideration of an episode recounted by St Paul, where 
the Apostle reproached St Peter for his hypocritical behaviour. 

Unjust division 

St Peter himself had shown that Gentile Christians were not bound to observe every aspect of the 
Jewish Law when he ate with Gentiles, contrary to the prescriptions of the Law. 

Later, however, he refused to eat with them, for fear of being criticised by those Jewish Christians 
who believed it was still necessary to obey all of the prescriptions of the Mosaic code. 

St Paul saw that this was a serious fault because St Peter’s hypocrisy was causing an “unjust 
division” in the early Christian community. 

Fear of the truth 

Hypocrisy, the Pope said, “can be called the fear of the truth,” a feeling that “it is better to pretend 
than to be yourself” that can “suffocate the courage to openly say what is true” in every circumstance. 

He warned that hypocrisy flourishes “in an environment where interpersonal relations are lived under 
the banner of formalism.” 

The Bible, however, shows us examples of holy men and women who refuse to pretend. Pope 
Francis pointed to Eleazar who, during the time of the Maccabees, refused to pretend to eat meat 
sacrificed to idols, even at the cost of his life. 

In the New Testament, the Pope noted, Jesus often condemned hypocrites who appeared righteous 
on the outside, but inwardly were filled with vice. 

Let your 'yes' mean yes 

Hypocrites, said Pope Francis, “are people who pretend, flatter, and deceive because they live with a 
mask over their faces and do not have the courage to face the truth.” 

He warned, “They are not capable of truly loving.” And he noted that, although we see hypocrisy in 
the workplace, in politics, and elsewhere, “hypocrisy in the Church is particularly detestable.” 

He recalled the words of the Lord, who said, “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more 
than this comes from evil.” 

Pope Francis said that to act otherwise “means jeopardising the unity of the Church, that unity for 
which the Lord Himself prayed.” 
 
Source: Pope at Audience: Hypocrisy jeopardises the unity of the Church - Vatican News 
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22nd Sunday in ordinary time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all 
the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of mercy to all 
who call to you. 
 
1st Reading – Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 
In the Hebrew tradition, the assembly of the people was always 
important to express that they had been called by God to follow 
God’s law. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
The just will live in the presence of the Lord. 
 
Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain? 
He who walks without fault; 
He who acts with justice and speaks the truth from his heart; he who 
does not slander with his tongue. 
 
He who does no wrong to his brother,  
Who casts no slur on his neighbour, 
Who holds the godless in disdain, but honours those who fear the 
Lord. 
 
He who keeps his pledge, come what may;  
who takes no interest on a loan and accepts no bribes against the 
innocent. Such a man will stand firm forever. 
 
The just will live in the presence of the Lord. 
 
2nd Reading – James 1:17-18. 21-22. 27 
We begin the series of five readings from the letter of St James. One 
of his features is how he is always practical and down to earth for the 
way he illustrates his teaching. 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
The Father gave us birth by his message of truth, that we might be 
as the first fruit of his creation.   Alleluia. 
 

Gospel – Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
As the reputation of Jesus spread, Jewish authorities gather around 
Him to observe His behaviour and teaching. Jesus challenges them 
directly about the distortion of their teaching from the original law of 
Moses. 
 
Next week’s readings: 1  Isaiah 35:4-7 
    2  James 2:1-5 

Gospel  Mark 7:31-37 
 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana 
Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Teresa Sheehan, Bob White, Joseph Barbara, Helen Keighery, 
Dale Cocker, Grace, Lucie Rodriguez, Simmone Condon, Jenna Condon. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 
 

We pray for Pope Francis, his clergy and 
religious that as leaders in the Church and 
guided by the Spirit they may govern the 
Church with wisdom. 
 

We pray for the people of Afghanistan, 
especially its young girls and women, that 
they will be able to sustain their hopes for 
freedom and justice, even under the 
Taliban regime.  
 

We pray for all whose physical and mental 
health and livelihoods are suffering 
extreme stress from COVID-19, that 
community care and cooperation will give 
them fresh heart.  
 

We pray for peace in our troubled world. 
May all those entrusted with leadership 
roles constantly strive to seek solutions to 
conflict by peaceful and just means. 
 

We pray for the needs of the local 
community. May we who receive the 
Eucharist today be strengthened to take 
the food of love and transform it into the 
food needed by those around us 
 

We remember with compassion our family 
and friends who have gone before us. Hold 
them in your keeping, especially those who 
have died recently and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time Bishop 
Armando Trindade, Maree Cambridge, 
Eileen Robertson, Joan McKillop, Paul & 
Julius Kovesi, Tony Aliprandi, John Gleave, 
Kevin Epple, Victor Bartolo, Salvatoro 
Pugliese, Christine Hamann. 
 
 

Online (July) per week: $895 
1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 

2nd collection goes to                 
the running costs of the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 


