
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  

Mon - Thurs: 8am, Friday: 10am, Saturday: 10am  
Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  
FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  

Emerald Hill Mission: 0409 417 412  
Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

4th August, 2019Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘This very night the demand will 
be made for your soul; and this 
hoard of yours, whose will it be 

then?’ (Lk 12:20)

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
In modern English, the word vanity means an excessive pride in one's appearance, qualities, or achievements.  
But it may also refer to something that lacks value that is worthless or trivial.  This is the most ancient meaning 
of the term, and the one that is most often intended in the scriptures.

"Vanity of vanities, all things are vanity," says the author or Ecclesiastes, in one of the most familiar passages of 
the Old Testament (Eccl 1:2).  All things are vain if they are uprooted from their fundamental meaning, which is 
found in God.  The "vanity" of the Scriptures refers to a false and deadly way of living.

This understanding helps to unlock the meaning of Jesus' words in today's Gospel (Luke 12:13-21).  The sacred 
text gives us two examples of a disordered relationship with material goods, one drawn from real life and the 
other a parable.  They share a common theme, namely, a disproportionate attachment to material things 
upends one's sense of tranquility and order, and can misdirect one away from eternal life.

In the first instance, a man approaches Jesus with a problem.  He is being treated unjustly in the matter of an 
inheritance.  It is easy to feel sympathy for this person.  Perhaps we have been in the same situation, where we 
suffer injustice at the hand of another member of our own family.  In those cases, money can act as a focal 
point of long-simmering disputes or hurts.

Rather than solving this man's problem, Jesus deflects it.  Normally very sensitive to matters of justice, Jesus 
does not try to untie the knots of this particular situation.  Why?  Three reasons come to mind.

First, these kinds of disputes can become the defining reality in one's life, if they are pursued to the exclusion of 
everything else.  Second, because the issues involved can be complex - money, family, a history of past hurts and 
resentments - great care is needed to avoid becoming disproportionally obsessed with what may be something 
of just minor importance.  Finally, perhaps the Lord is saying that sometimes it is better to suffer an injustice 
and retain our equilibrium and serenity, than to fight for one's right, but lose one's peace.

Rather than solving this petitioner's problem, Jesus responds with a parable.  It is the story of the "rich fool."  
The Biblical meaning of "fool" is one who rebels against God or who has forgotten him.  The man of the 
parable is so concerned with maintaining his wealth that there is no place for God in his life.  He will die that 
night, and despite his possessions, he will appear before God empty-handed.

St. Paul exhorts us to "put to death. the greed that is idolatry" (Col 3:5).  Our true treasure is being a child of 
God, having received new life in Christ.  Living in a way that contradicts this fundamental orientation of our life 
is deadly and leads to interior barrenness.

This Gospel invites us to examine our consciences and to ask the Lord to remove any attachments that deflect 
the action of grace in our souls.  There may be instances in which we will have to let a personal slight or 
injustice pass us by without being resolved fairly.  In those moments - which can be humanly very difficult - we 
ought to renew our trust in God and seek his justice, rather than our own.  

After all, the purpose of our life is to give glory to God, not to obtain justice for ourselves.  This does not 
mean, of course, that we should simply become a doormat for the world to trample upon.  There are many 
instances in which we will have the obligation to stand up for our rights.  Nevertheless, all of this must be 
tempered by the awareness that what is most important is that we grow rich in what matters to God.

Fr Stephen B. Reynolds
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GOSPEL REFLECTION
The Fool’s Vanity

Trust in God—as the Rock of our salvation, as the 
Lord who made us His chosen people, as our 
shepherd and guide. This should be the mark of our 
following of Jesus.
Like the Israelites we recall in this week’s Psalm, we 
have made an exodus, passing through the waters of 
Baptism, freeing us from our bondage to sin. We too 
are on a pilgrimage to a promised homeland, the 
Lord in our midst, feeding us heavenly bread, giving us 
living waters to drink (see 1 Corinthians 10:1–4).
We must take care to guard against the folly that 
befell the Israelites, that led them to quarrel and test 
God’s goodness at Meribah and Massah.
We can harden our hearts in ways more subtle but 
no less ruinous. We can put our trust in possessions, 
squabble over earthly inheritances, kid ourselves that 
what we have we deserve, store up treasures and 
think they’ll afford us security and rest.
All this is “vanity of vanities,” a false and deadly way 
of living, as this week’s First Reading tells us.
This is the greed that Jesus warns against in this 
week’s Gospel. The rich man’s anxiety and toil 
expose his lack of faith in God’s care and provision. 
That’s why Paul calls greed “idolatry” in the Epistle 
this week. Mistaking having for being, possession for 
existence, we forget that God is the giver of all that 
we have. We exalt the things we can make or buy 
over our Maker (see Romans 1:25).
Jesus calls the rich man a “fool”—a word used in the 
Old Testament for someone who rebels against God 
or has forgotten Him (see Psalm 14:1).
We should treasure most the new life we have been 
given in Christ and seek what is above, the promised 
inheritance of heaven. We have to see all things in the 
light of eternity, mindful that He who gives us the 
breath of life could at any moment—this night even
—demand it back from us.

Scott Hahn

CATECHISM CORNER
 

“And Lead Us not into Temptation” (n. 2847)

The Holy Spirit makes us discern between trials, which are necessary 
for the growth of the inner man, and temptation, which leads to sin 
and death. We must also discern between being tempted and 
consenting to temptation. Finally, discernment unmasks the lie of 
temptation, whose object appears to be good, a "delight to the eyes" 
and desirable, when in reality its fruit is death. 
God does not want to impose the good, but wants free beings.... 
There is a certain usefulness to temptation. No one but God knows 
what our soul has received from him, not even we ourselves. But 
temptation reveals it in order to teach us to know ourselves, and in 
this way we discover our evil inclinations and are obliged to give 
thanks for the goods that temptation has revealed to us.

‘The only true riches are 
those that make us rich in 
virtue. Therefore, if you 
want to be rich, my beloved, 
love true riches. If you aspire 
to the he ights of rea l 
honour, strive to reach the 
kingdom of Heaven.’
 
- Pope St Gregory the Great

ALPHA
Season has started and will be in the parish hall 
every Friday evening, 7pm. 
 

Alpha is for anyone who’s curious and wants to learn 
more about the faith.  The gatherings are 
designed to encourage conversation and 
explore the Christian faith in a friendly 
environment.  It is a great opportunity 
to invite people who 
don’t normally come to Mass. 
 
See parish website for details:  
stspeterandpauls.com/alpha  

Archbishop Peter Andrew
Comensoli 

will be visiting 
Sts. Peter & Paul's

Catholic
Parish and will be

Celebrating
the 6:00 p.m Mass on

Saturday, 10th August,
2019 

Please join us for Mass  |   Sts Peter & Paul's  Catholic Parish,  South Melbourne

ARCHBISHOP'S
VISIT

Saturday,

 10th August, 2019

6:00 p.m



SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Mary of the Cross (MacKillop) - 8th August  

Mary MacKillop was a nun and the first Australian to be declared a saint. Of 
Scottish descent, she was born in 1842 just around the corner from here in 
Fitzroy, but is best known for her activities in South Australia. Together with Fr 
Julian Woods, she founded the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart (the 
Josephites), a congregation of religious sisters that established a number of 
schools and welfare institutions throughout Australia and New Zealand, with an 
emphasis on education for the rural poor. She was controversially 
excommunicated over a personal dispute with some of the local clergy. But this 
was later lifted. MacKillop died in 1909 at the Josephite convent in North Sydney. 
The Archbishop of Sydney at the time, Cardinal Moran, said: ‘I consider this day 
to have assisted at the deathbed of a saint’.

Father’s Day Raffle
The craft group has put together 4 great 

prizes for the Father's day raffle.  
Tickets are 3 for $5 and will be on sale 

after Mass from August, and will be 
drawn after the 10am Mass on Father’s 

Day, Sunday 1st September. 

CONTACT DETAILS
Please fill out ‘contact details’ cards that you’ll find on your pews and at the back of the church.  
We are looking to get a fuller list of all parishioners, so that we can more easily keep in touch.  

One thing that is planned is a regular email bulletin.  

Winter Warmer 2019  
The first will be held on Wednesday August 14th at 7pm,  

at the Emerald Hotel (no stairs).  
The next will be held on Wednesday September 18th.

 
This is a chance to share time enjoying the company of fellow parishioners and 
for new parishioners to come along and introduce themselves. The talk normally 
goes for about 20-30 minutes with a time for questions afterwards.   Our 
speaker will be Olwen Smith – Immigrating, being a triplet and a welcoming 
church.
 
Meals and drinks will be available at bar prices. The Emerald Hotel is situated at 
Clarendon Streets, easily accessible by car and tram. As bookings are required, a 

FRIDAY MORNINGS 
Starting from this 

Friday 2nd August  
we will be trialling a new Mass time for Friday mornings that will be 

followed by a time of Adoration and then morning tea.  
 

Mass 10am |  Adoration 10:30am Morning Tea 11am

PARISHIONER OF THE WEEK 

Tobias Dinh  

Everyone calls me ‘Toby’ and I work/help out in the parish office here a few days 
a week. Outside, I am currently completing my doctorate degree in philosophy at 
the University of Melbourne. My parents were Vietnamese migrants and so my 
little sister and I are first-generation born Vietnamese-Australians. The thing that 
I love most about being involved in this parish is how wonderfully diverse the 
pastoral experience is. The people are kind and the projects are ambitious - all of 
which I perceive as resulting from a special sort of grace. In my down-time, I 
enjoy playing table tennis and reading/thinking about the history of ideas and the 
lives of the saints.

Sponsors of the Mary Glowrey Lecture:
Australian Catholic University 
Catholic Women’s League of Victoria & Wagga Wagga Inc  
(A0017514E / ABN 18 342 098 335) 
Mary Glowrey Heritage Limited (ABN 39 604 292 346) • C • W • L •
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FROM COMMON 
GROUND TO 
CONSCIENTIOUS 
OBJECTION 
Catholic reflections 
on life and death in a context 
of state sponsored euthanasia

The 2019 Mary Glowrey Lecture will be  
delivered by the Archbishop of Melbourne, 
Most Rev. Peter A. Comensoli DD STL MLitt PhD.

Tuesday 27 August 2019
7:00 pm

An introduction to the life and legacy  
of Dr Sr Mary Glowrey JMJ by  
Mary Glowrey Museum Curator Fiona Power  
will precede the lecture.

All are welcome to this free public lecture. 
Cathedral Hall, Australian Catholic University,
20 Brunswick St, Fitzroy.

The evening will conclude with music from the Choir of Newman College.

Refreshments to follow.

To assist with catering, please RSVP: maryglowreylecture@gmail.com
Details: www.maryglowreymuseum.info or phone (03) 9416 4674

Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli

MUS EUM
MARY
GLOWREY

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Australian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Australian


Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Celestina Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, james Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard Grant, Helen Keighery.

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon: O God, come to my assistance; O Lord, make 
haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do not delay.

1st Reading – Ecclesiastes 1:1, 2:21-23                  
“Vanity of vanities” is a well-known phrase. It begins the opening 
chapter of this book of Wisdom that is meant to pose the question: 
“Is there any point in being wise and planning for the future.

Responsorial Psalm 
In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

You turn men back into dust and say: ‘Go back, sons of men’. To your 
eyes a thousand years are like yesterday, come and gone, no more 
than a watch in the night.

You sweep men away like a dream, like grass which springs up in the 
morning. In the morning it springs up and flowers: by evening it 
withers and fades.

Make us know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of 
heart.
Lord, relent! Is your anger forever? Show pity to your servants.

In the morning, fill us with your love: we shall exult and rejoice all 
our days.
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: give success to the work of 
our hands.

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

2nd Reading – Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 
Paul gives the answer: since we have in and through Christ, our 
priorities come from our belief in heaven. On practical level we must 
avoid those sins which show disregard for others or deny God’s 
place in our lives.

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Happy the poor in spirit, the kingdom of heaven is theirs.  Alleluia!

Gospel – Luke 12:13-21 
Following on a request to settle a dispute about inheritance, Jesus 
tells a parable to show that planning is in vain unless we put first 
things first. Security is not in what we own but what we believe in.

Next week’s reading: 1 Wisdom 18:6-9
2 Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
Gospel  Luke 12:32-48

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his bishops, 
clergy and religious that as leaders in the 
Church they may be selfless in service and 
generous in giving.

Lord, we pray for those who work in the 
areas of human rights. May their convictions 
of the dignity of every human person, 
inspire their work in developing human 
values so that the global village is shared by 
all.
 
Lord, we pray for those chasing power or 
possessions. May they move from the 
inspirational hopes of the commercial world, 
find meaning and fulfilment in what they 
already have and go on to provide for those 
in need.

Lord, we pray for countries that are being 
torn apart by violence. May they regain the 
perspective they need to achieve peace and 
personal healing.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time Michael 
Daly, Florence Paterson, Petrina Pergreffi, 
Chris Cormack, Pat Hunt, Fr Jaques Hamel, 
Maria Teresa Papazzo.

Collections: July 27/28, 2019 

1st Collection: $1110
2nd Collection: $797 

Online thanksgiving (July): $1245 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 03
Sun 04
Sat 10 
Sun 11

READERS
Ann M

Mavis & Olwen
Geraldine & Janet
 Rick & Natalie

E.M.E 

   Teresa & Carmel

Carmel & Doris 

HOSPITALITY 

Margaret & Olwen
 

   Colin & Geraldine 

FLOWERS
Priska & Doris

Geraldine F & Sue


