
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Fri: 8am  |  Saturday: 10am  

Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

 

PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  
FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  

Emerald Hill Mission: 0409 417 412  
 

Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

26th May, 2019Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘’Father, may they be one in 
us, as you are in me and I am 

in you” (Jn 17:21).

6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR C 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you” (John 14:27). What 
peace does Jesus speak of in this Gospel passage? He is not talking about an external peace that would consist 
in an absence of wars and conflicts between different people or nations. He speaks of that peace on other 
occasions, for example, when he says: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.”
In today’s Gospel passage he speaks of another peace, an interior peace of the heart, of the person with 
himself and with God. This much is clear from what Jesus immediately adds in this passage from John: “Do not 
let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” This is the most fundamental peace. Without this 
peace, no other peace can exist. A billion drops of dirty water do not make a clean ocean and a billion 
troubled hearts do not make up a human race at peace.
The word that Jesus uses is “shalom.” The Jews greeted each other with this word and still do; Jesus himself 
greeted the disciples with it on Easter evening and he orders the disciples to greet people in the same way: “In 
whatever house you enter say first, ‘Peace be to this house'” (Luke 10:5-6).
To understand the meaning of the peace that Christ gives we have to look to the Bible. In the Bible “shalom” 
says more than simple absence of war and disorder. It positively indicates well-being, rest, certainty, success, 
glory. The Scriptures speak indeed of “the peace of God” (Philippians 4:7) and of the “God of peace” (Romans 
15:32). Peace does not mean only what God gives but also what God is. In one of her hymns the Church calls 
the Trinity “ocean of peace.”
This tells us that the peace of heart that we all desire can never be totally and stably possessed without God, 
outside of him. In the “Divine Comedy” Dante Alighieri synthesised all of this in that verse that many consider 
the most beautiful in this work: “In his will is our peace.”
Jesus makes us understand what is opposed to this peace — worry, anxiety, fear: “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled.” Easy to say — someone might object. How do we placate anxiety and disquiet, the worry that 
devours us all and keeps us from enjoying peace? Some people are by temperament more disposed than 
others to these things. If there is some danger, they blow it out of proportion, if there is some difficulty, they 
increase it by 100%. Everything becomes a reason for anxiety.
The Gospel does not promise a remedy for all these problems; to a certain extent they are part of our human 
condition, exposed as we are to forces and dangers much bigger than ourselves. But the Gospel does indicate 
some remedy. The chapter from which Sunday’s Gospel passage is taken begins: “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Have faith in God and have faith in me too” (John 14:1). Trusting in God is the remedy.
After World War II, a book was published by the title “Last Letters from Stalingrad.” They were letters by 
German soldiers who were awaiting the final Russian assault on Stalingrad, in which all were killed. The letters 
went with the last plane that was able to make it out of the city. In one of the letters, found after the end of 
the war, a young soldier wrote to his parents: “I am not afraid of death. My faith gives me this beautiful 
certainty.”
Now we know what we are wishing each other at Mass at the kiss of peace. We wish each other well-being, 
health, good relationships with God, with ourselves and with our neighbour. In other words, we are wishing 
each other a heart filled with “the peace of Christ that surpasses all understanding.” 

Fr Raniero Cantalamessa
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GOSPEL REFLECTION
Counsel of Jerusalem 

The first Church council, the Council of Jerusalem we hear about in today’s 
First Reading, decided the shape of the Church as we know it.
Some Jewish Christians had wanted Gentile converts to be circumcised and 
obey all the complex ritual and purity laws of the Jews.
The council called this a heresy, again showing us that the Church in the 
divine plan is meant to be a worldwide family of God, no longer a covenant 
with just one nation.
Today’s Liturgy gives us a profound meditation on the nature and meaning of 
the Church.
The Church is one, as we see in the First Reading: “the Apostles [bishops] 
and presbyters [priests], in agreement with the whole Church [laity].”
The Church is holy, taught and guided by the Spirit that Jesus promises the 
Apostles in the Gospel.
The Church is catholic, or universal, making known God’s ways of salvation 
to all peoples, ruling all in equity, as we sing in today’s Psalm.
And the Church, as John sees in the Second Reading, is apostolic—founded 
on the Twelve Apostles of the Lamb.
All these marks of the Church are underscored in the story of the council.
Notice that everybody, including Paul, looks to “Jerusalem [and] . . . the 
Apostles” to decide the Church’s true teaching. The Apostles, too, presume 
that Christian teachers need a “mandate from us.”
And we see the Spirit guiding the Apostles in all truth. Notice how they 
describe their ruling: “It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us.”
Knowing these truths about the Church, our hearts should never be 
troubled. The Liturgy’s message today is that the Church is the Lord’s, 
watched over and guarded by the Advocate, the Holy Spirit sent by the 
Father in the name of the Son.
This should fill us with confidence, free us to worship with exultation, inspire 
us to rededicate our lives to His Name—to love Jesus in our keeping of His 
Word, to rejoice that He and the Father in the Spirit have made their 
dwelling with us.

Scott Hahn

CATECHISM CORNER
THE DECALOGUE AND THE 

NATURAL LAW

The Ten Commandments belong to 
God's revelation. At the same time 
they teach us the true humanity of 
man. They bring to light the essential 
duties, and therefore, indirectly, the 
fundamental rights inherent in the 
nature of the human person. The 
Decalogue contains a privileged 
expression of the natural law: From 
the beginning, God had implanted in 
the heart of man the precepts of the 
natural law. Then he was content to 
remind him of them. This was the 
Decalogue.
(n. 2070)

STS PETER & PAUL’S FEAST DAY 
FESTIVAL 

SUNDAY 30TH JUNE  

ADORATION BEFORE 
MASS

Each Sunday we have a time of 
Adoration before the 
Sunday 10am Mass. 

The festival be start from 11am.  
It will include multicultural food stalls, arts & craft 
stalls, children’s activities, and entertainment.  
More details in the coming weeks



SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Paul VI, Pope - 29th of May  
Pope Paul VI was the Bishop of Rome from June 1963 to his death in 1978. He was 
born in 1897, Lombardy, Italy, and given the name ‘Giovanni Battista Montini’. He was 
ordained a priest in 1920. He spent many of his formative years working in the 
Secretariat of State, serving in a number of diplomatic and teaching roles until he 
became the Archbishop of Milan in 1954. He was elected as Pope in 1963, 
succeeding Saint Pope John XXIII and completed what his predecessor had started 
just before his death: the Vatican II council. Loyal to the spirit of the great council, he 
initiated many reforms inside the Church and established many positive dialogues/
relations outside. He worked hard in trying to engage the Church with the new 
modern era.

NEW PARISHIONER 
GATHERING

The next new parishioner gathering will take 
place in the hall after Mass 

on Pentecost Sunday, 9 June.  
All parishioners, especially any new ones, are 

welcome!

“Each of us is the result  
of a thought of God. 
Each of us is willed. 
Each of us is loved. 

Each of us is necessary.”  
Pope Benedict XVI

FIRST COMMUNION 2019  
 

The first Communion Mass will be on Sunday 23rd 
June, 10am (Corpus Christi).  

Next Saturday 1st June, the children, with their 
families will take part in a retreat day in 
preparation for receiving the Sacrament.  

Please keep all the children in your prayers as they 
prepare.

Chaplaincy Sunday Appeal  

This Sunday we will collect donation in aid of Chaplaincy 
Sunday. Health care chaplains offer emotional, spiritual and 

sacramental support to patients and their families in 
Melbourne’s major public hospitals, as well as hospitals in 

regional Victoria. Parishioners are encouraged to offer 
prayers and a financial donation to help provide continued 
spiritual and emotional comfort to families facing illness, 

pain, grief and death.  
Donation envelops can can found on the pews and a the 

rear of the church

Rosa* was an elderly lady of Italian background, with two 
daughters. Over many years she had multiple admissions to the 
Royal Melbourne Hospital, and with each stay she was visited 
by our dedicated Catholic chaplains.
As a devout Catholic, Rosa received regular sacramental 
ministry and prayer from the hospital chaplain, but her last stay 
was different. As Rosa’s health deteriorated, the purpose of 
pastoral care support was to create an environment in which 
she maintained the best possible quality of life, while dying 
peacefully. 
On the day prior to Rosa’s passing, it was of course the family 
that required support. During the 18 long difficult days of 
keeping vigil, they had faced moments of conflict and were 
struggling with fatigue and exhaustion.
The turning point of this pastoral encounter was the family’s 
ability to pray the common prayers; a daily part of their 
mother’s life and routine. With assistance and guidance, they 
quickly re-learnt the simple, but important rituals that enabled 
them to connect and engage as a family in a profound and 
loving way. This time to stop and reflect helped ease their grief 
and pain.
Rosa died the following morning.
The journey to death is a sacred time. In this pastoral 
encounter the spiritual care dimension enhanced the journey of 
dying by providing a comfortable and safe place for the family.
The role of chaplaincy amplified this through the powerful use 
of actions such as symbol, ritual and prayer. One of these 
actions in particular, the Sacrament of Anointing (known 
commonly as the Last Rites) brought compassion so that the 
patient and the family did not lose hope. The family were taken 
to a place of being at peace with their faith and with each 
other.

"God dwells in our midst, 
in the Blessed Sacrament 

of the altar."
- St. Maximilian Kolbe



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne 
Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy,  Giovanna Santarossa, James, Burnes, James 
Watkins, Bonnie Breen, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker,  Helen Keighery,  Alison 
Fraser,  Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard Grant.

6th Sunday of Easter

Entrance Antiphon: Proclaim joyful sound ad let it be heard; 
proclaim to the ends of the earth: The Lord has freed his people, 
alleluia.

1st Reading – Acts 15:1-2, 22-29 
Our reading gives us the context for the first Council of 
Jerusalem to deal with tension between Jews and Christians.

Responsorial Psalm 
O God, let all the nations praise you! 

O God, be gracious and bless us and let your face shed its light 
upon us. So will your ways be known upon earth, and all nations 
learn your saving help.

Let the nations be glad and exult, for you rule the world with 
justice. 
With fairness you rule the people; you guide the nations on 
earth.

Let the people praise you, O God; let all the people praise you. 
My God still gives us His blessing until the ends of the earth 
revere Him.

O God, let all the nations praise you! 

2nd Reading – Apocalypse 21:10-14. 22-23 
We hear another vision of St. John about the heavenly Jerusalem 
which reassures the Christians of God’s faithfulness to the 
Church.

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him.’ Alleluia! 

Gospel – John 14:23-29 
We hear the first words of the promise of the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father would send in the name of Jesus to be with us for all 
time.

Next week’s reading:  1  Acts 1:1-11 
                                   2  Ephesians 1:17-23 
                                   Gospel  Luke 24:46-53 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
 

We pray together:

Lord, we pray for our Pope, Francis and 
for the College of Bishops that through 
the Holy Spirit may their service to the 
Church bear fruit.

Lord, we pray for leadership at every level. 
May the promise of the presence of the 
Spirit encourage all cultures to be open 
and to share with one another.

Lord, we pray that we may commend all 
our lives and works to God, trusting to 
His grace for their fulfilment.

Lord, we pray for those who feel the ache 
of loneliness in their lives and ask that 
Christ let them feel the comfort of His 
presence.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this time 
Edith Brownhill, Patrick O’Connor, 
John Watson, Fr. Cyril Hally, Denis 
Olsen.

Collections: May 18/19, 2019 

1st Collection: $1040
2nd Collection: $837 

Online thanksgiving (April): $1255 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 25
Sun 26
Sat 01 
Sun 02

READERS
Ann  

Olwen & Michele 
Geraldine C
Mavis & Brian 

E.M.E 

   Carmel & Geraldine

Geraldine & Teresa 

HOSPITALITY 

Denis & Olwen

Donovan Family  

FLOWERS
Vinolia & Hanh

Ann & Priska


