
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Fri: 8am  .  Saturday: 10am  

Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

 

PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  
FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  

Emerald Hill Mission: 0409 417 412  
 

Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

24 February, 2019

WHAT’S ON

Holy Hour
Wednesdays,

6:30pm

Craft Group  
Mon 25th, Wed 27th  

12pm

Coming soon ….

Stations of the Cross 
(plus Fish & Chips)  

Fridays in Lent

Lenten Discussion 
Group
 
 

Playgroup

Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate 

you, bless those who curse 
you, pray for those who 

treat you badly’ 
(Lk 6:27-28) 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C 

Jesus is very clear in the way He challenges us in the Gospel we hear this weekend. “Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat 
you badly. To the man who slaps you on one cheek, present the other cheek too; to the man 
who takes your cloak from you, do not refuse your tunic.” (Lk 6:27) In these words, and the call 
we all have as Christians, is the command to love as God loves. And the only way we can do this 
is by growing in our relationship with Him. - by understanding God more., and allowing Him to 
transform our lives.  
 

Around this time of year (February 26) in 1854 the first Mass was celebrated in our parish. We 
have an extraordinarily rich history in this place of people desiring to grow in their relationship 
with God. With the Baptisms, weddings, funerals, and great feasts to the constant of the Masses 
celebrated here over the years, our parish has been, and must continue to be a place where we 
encounter Christ, and where we come to know Him more and more. Not only that, our parish 
must be a place from where we go and share God’s love to others, by doing what we are called 
to do in the Gospel we hear at Mass this weekend. 

At the Vatican this weekend a summit is being held to address the ways in which Christians, and 
particularly Christian leaders have perpetrated great evils, and what can be done to put an end 
to it. In the midst of all the terrible things we sometimes see around us, we have a call to be 
different - to follow Christ sincerely by loving others as He has loved us. With this in mind, I find 
these words of Pope Benedict XVI both challenging and inspiring ….
“Above all, that of which we are in need at this moment in history are people who, through an 
enlightened and lived faith, render God credible in this world. The negative testimony of 
Christians who speak about God and live against him, has darkened God’s image and opened the 
door to disbelief. We need people who have their gaze directed to God, to understand true 
humanity. We need people whose intellects are enlightened by the light of God, and whose 
hearts God opens, so that their intellects can speak to the intellects of others, and so that their 
hearts are able to open up to the hearts of others. Only through people who have been touched 
by God, can God come near to people.” (Pope Benedict XVI)

Fr Dean



GOSPEL REFLECTION

Davids and Sauls 

The story of David and Saul in today’s First Reading 
functions almost like a parable. Showing mercy to his 
deadly foe, David gives a concrete example of what 
Jesus expects to become a way of life for His disciples.

The new law Jesus gives in today’s Gospel would have 
us all become “Davids”—loving our enemies, doing 
good to those who would harm us, extending a line of 
credit to those who won’t ever repay us.

The Old Law required only that the Israelites love their 
fellow countrymen (see Leviticus 19:18). The new law 
Jesus brings makes us kin to every man and woman (see 
also Luke 10:29–36). His kingdom isn’t one of tribe or 
nationality. It’s a family. As followers of Jesus, we’re to 
live as He lived among us—as “children of the Most 
High” (see Luke 6:35; 1:35).

As sons and daughters, we want to walk in the ways of 
our heavenly Father, to “be merciful, just as your Father 
is merciful.” Grateful for His mercy, we’re called to 
forgive others their trespasses because God has 
forgiven ours.

In the context of today’s liturgy, we’re all “Sauls”—by 
our sinfulness and pride we make ourselves enemies of 
God. But we’ve been spared a death we surely deserved 
to die because God has loved and shown mercy to His 
enemies, “the ungrateful and the wicked,” as Jesus says.

Jesus showed us this love in His Passion, forgiving His 
enemies as they stripped Him of cloak and tunic, cursed 
Him and struck Him on the cheek, condemned Him to 
death on a cross (see Luke 22:63–65; 23:34). “He 
redeems your life from destruction,” David reminds us 
in today’s Psalm.

That’s the promise, too, of today’s Epistle: that we who 
believe in the “last Adam,” Jesus, will rise from the dead 
in His image, as today we bear the image of the “first 
Adam,” who by his sin made God an enemy and 
brought death into the world (see 1 Corinthians 15:21–
22).

Scott Hahn

CATECHISMCORNER 
TRUTH, BEAUTY, AND SACRED ART

Created "in the image of God,"man also expresses the truth of his 
relationship with God the Creator by the beauty of his artistic 
works. Indeed, art is a distinctively human form of expression; 
beyond the search for the necessities of life which is common to 
all living creatures, art is a freely given superabundance of the 
human being's inner riches. Arising from talent given by the 
Creator and from man's own effort, art is a form of practical 
wisdom, uniting knowledge and skill, to give form to the truth of 
reality in a language accessible to sight or hearing. To the extent 
that it is inspired by truth and love of beings, art bears a certain 
likeness to God's activity in what he has created. Like any other 
human activity, art is not an absolute end in itself, but is ordered to 

PARISH HOLY HOUR 

Adoration of
the Blessed
Sacrament

every
Wednesday

6:30-7:30pm

THE FIRST PARISH MASS IN 1854
The first Mass in our parish was celebrated on the 26th February in 
1854.

 The appointment of Father O’Connell was announced in the first 
week of February, and within three weeks he had made arrangement 
firs celebrating Mass. The Australian News and Sandridge Advertiser 
(4/3/1854) contains this item of news: “Mass was solemnised 
for the first time in Emerald Hill last Sunday (February 
26).”  The metropolitan dailies mention that the service was held in a 
large tent and since Emerald Hill is specifically indicated, the tent must 
have been erected on the present church site.

The Melbourne Morning Herald has this lengthy report of the historic 
event of the laying of the foundation-stone of the first church at 
Emerald Hill:

“A Large concourse of people assembled yesterday (Sunday, October 
8, 1854) to witness the ceremonial of laying the foundation of a 
temple of worship in this interesting and increasing suburban 
township.”

The opening of the new church, dedicated to SS. Peter and Paul, took 
place on Sunday March 11, 1855. Bishop James Goold celebrated High 
Mass at 11.30am, assisted by Dean Hayes and Father G. Ward. Fr. 
Fitzpatrick was the assistant priest and Fr. Sheil preached a forcible 
sermon on the blessings of a good religious education, a topical 
subject with the persistent contemporary efforts to abolish 
denominational schools.  The collection reached 100 pounds.

              compiled by Carol Leahy



PARISHIONER PROFILE
Guillaume and Clementine Wisselmann  

We are from France. We moved to Melbourne 10 months ago (after living in Paris). 
We have two children - Zelie (2 and a half), and Anselme (18 months). Clementine 
recently started a business making bay clothes (www.facebook.com/Gypsofil/). 
Guillaume works in sales and marketing.  
We like the parish because we felt very welcome when we arrived, which was very 
important when you are in a new country (with a different language). We come to the 
church because we want to grow closer to God every day and want to raise our 
children on this path.  
We enjoy hiking so we are currently in the perfect country for that - so many 
wonderful sites to discover in Australia!

SAINT OF THE WEEK  
St Agnes of Prague - 2nd of March
Agnes of Prague, was a medieval Bohemian princess who opted for a life of charity, 
mortification of the flesh and piety over a life of luxury and comfort. Although she was 
venerated soon after her death, Agnes was not beatified or canonised for over 700 years.
On land donated by her brother, Wenceslaus I, King of Bohemia, she founded the Hospital of 
St. Francis (circa 1232-33)[8] and two friaries for the Franciscan friars, who had just come to 
Bohemia at her brother's invitation. Through them, Agnes learned of Clare of Assisi and her 
Order of Poor Ladies, the monastic counterpart of the friars. She began a correspondence 
with Clare (which lasted for over two decades), which led to Clare's sending five nuns from 
the monastery in Assisi to Prague to begin a new house of the order. This was the first Poor 
Clare community north of the Alps.

“The Bible tells us to 
love our neighbours,  
and also to love our 
enemies; probably 
because generally 
they are the 
same people” 

G. K. Chesterton

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Mass will be at 7pm on 6th of March.

SACRAMENT OF 
FIRST RECONCILIATION 

There will be an information night on this Thursday 
28th of February, at 7:30pm, in the hall.

Subsequent sessions will run Wednesdays 6th, 13th, 
20th, and 27th March, 3:45pm - 4:45pm, in the hall.
The Reconciliation night will be on Tuesday 2nd of 

April, at 7pm.

When - This Monday 25th and Wednesday 27th February  
Where - The Hall



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Pauline O’Hara, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman 
Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Eunice Costa, Giovanna Santarossa, 
James Burnes, James Watkins, Bonnie Breen, Maurita Carlisle, Jeff Martin,
Naomi McSweeney, Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker,  Helen Keighery,  Alison Fraser,  Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace.

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Entrance Antiphon:  O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. My heart will 
rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with 
me. 

1st. Reading –  First Book of Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 
David has the opportunity to kill Saul but he resists the temptation and 
does not harm the Lord’s anointed. This is despite the fact that Saul is 
seeking to kill David.

Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord is compassion and love. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my being, bless his holy name. My soul, 
give thanks to the Lord and never forget all his blessings.

It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every one of your ills, who 
redeems your life from the grave, who crowns you with love and 
compassion.

The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy. He does 
not treat us according to our sins nor repay us according to our faults.

As far as the east is from the west so far does he remove our sins. As a 
father has compassion on his sons, the Lord has pity on those who fear him. 

The Lord is compassion and love. 

2nd Reading – 1 St Paul to the Corinthians 15:45-49 
In this passage Paul makes a comparison between the first man Adam and 
the last man Christ. Just as Christians share the likeness of Adam, so they 
shall bear the likeness of Christ.

Alleluia! Alleluia!
Open our heart, O Lord, to accept the words of your Son. Alleluia!

Gospel - St Luke 6:27-38 
This part of the sermon deals with people-to people relationship. It plunges 
straight into the duty to love one’s enemies. Compassion is another virtue 
that the disciples should cultivate.

Next week’s reading: 1  Sirach 27:4-7     
   2                     1 Corinthians 15:54-58   
                                    Gospel             Luke 6:39-45

PRAYER OF THE 
FAITHFUL  

We pray together:
Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his 
bishops,  clergy and religious that as 
leaders in the Church they may be 
compassionate to all those who approach 
them.
 
Lord, we pray that people chosen to 
administer the institutions run by the 
Church may show flexibility and 
compassion when dealing with 
administrative matters.

Lord, we pray for the leaders of nations 
that they may show restraint in their 
behaviour and attitude, and may not 
resort to excessive use of arms to 
control civilian unrest.

Lord, we pray for all of us present in this 
community that enlightened by the Word 
of God we may shed our innate 
tendencies of retaliation and 
revengefulness and be led by love and 
compassion.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this 
time Fr Kevin Ryan, Doss McGee, 
Irene Hewitt, Bruce Sundberg, Ron 
Condon, Mark Sweet.

Collections: Feb 16/17, 2019  

1st Collection: $ 1304
2nd Collection: $ 1016 

January online thanksgiving: $785 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, 
and the 2nd collection goes to the 

maintenance of the Parish.

READERS 
Janet

Carmel & Ann T 
Angela

Eileen & Janet

E.M.E 

Doris & Mario

Mario & Geraldine 

HOSPITALITY 

Donovan Family

Bill & Carol 

FLOWERS 
Vinolia & Hanh

Ann & Priska

Sat 23 
Sun 24 
Sat 02
Sun 03


