
 

MASS TIMES  
Sunday 10am, Saturday 6pm (Vigil)  
Mon - Fri: 8am  |  Saturday: 10am  

Confession Times: Sat 10:30am, 5:30pm  

PARISH PRIEST: 
Fr Dean Mathieson OFM Cap 

 

PHONE: 0422 852 273   EMAIL: stspeterandpauls@gmail.com  
FB: @stspeterandpauls   WEBSITE: stspeterandpauls.com  

Emerald Hill Mission: 0409 417 412  
 

Secretary Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:30am - 3pm 

12th May, 2019Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘’The sheep that 
belong to me listen
to my voice; I
know them and
they follow me”
(Jn 10:27)

4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR C 
GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY - WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of God in our freedom; it is not a “cage” or a burden to be 
borne. On the contrary, it is the loving initiative whereby God encounters us and invites us to be 
part of a great undertaking. He opens before our eyes the horizon of a greater sea and an 
abundant catch.
God in fact desires that our lives not become banal and predictable, imprisoned by daily routine, 
or unresponsive before decisions that could give it meaning. The Lord does not want us to live 
from day to day, thinking that nothing is worth fighting for, slowly losing our desire to set out on 
new and exciting paths. If at times he makes us experience a “miraculous catch”, it is because he 
wants us to discover that each of us is called – in a variety of ways – to something grand, and 
that our lives should not grow entangled in the nets of an ennui that dulls the heart. Every 
vocation is a summons not to stand on the shore, nets in hand, but to follow Jesus on the path he 
has marked out for us, for our own happiness and for the good of those around us.
Embracing this promise naturally demands the courage to risk making a decision. The first 
disciples, called by Jesus to be part of something greater, “immediately left their nets and followed 
him” (Mk 1:18). Responding to the Lord’s call involves putting ourselves on the line and facing a 
great challenge. It means being ready to leave behind whatever would keep us tied to our little 
boat and prevent us from making a definitive choice. We are called to be bold and decisive in 
seeking God’s plan for our lives. Gazing out at the vast “ocean” of vocation, we cannot remain 
content to repair our nets on the boat that gives us security, but must trust instead in the Lord’s 
promise.
I think primarily of the call to the Christian life which all of us received at Baptism. It teaches us 
that our life is not a fluke but rather a gift: that of being God’s beloved children, gathered in the 
great family of the Church. It is precisely in the ecclesial community that the Christian life is born 
and develops, especially through the liturgy. The liturgy introduces us to God’s word and the 
grace of the sacraments; from an early age, we are taught the art of prayer and fraternal sharing. 
In the end, the Church is our mother because she brings us to new life and leads us to Christ. So 
we must love her, even when we see her face marred by human frailty and sin, and we must help 
to make her ever more beautiful and radiant, so that she can bear witness to God’s love in the 
world.  
The Christian life thus finds expression in those decisions that, while giving a precise direction to 
our personal journey, also contribute to the growth of God’s kingdom in our world. I think of the 
decision to marry in Christ and to form a family, as well as all those other vocations associated 
with work and professional life, with the commitment to charity and solidarity, with social and 
political responsibilities, and so forth. These vocations make us bearers of a promise of goodness, 
love and justice, not only for ourselves but also for our societies and cultures, which need 
courageous Christians and authentic witnesses of the kingdom of God.  

  (excerpt from the Message of the Holy Father for the 56th World Day of Prayer for Vocations)
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GOSPEL REFLECTION
Shepherd and the Lamb 

Israel’s mission—to be God’s instrument of salvation 
to the ends of the earth (see Isaiah 49:6)—is fulfilled in 
the Church.
By the “Word of God” that Paul and Barnabas preach 
in today’s First Reading, a new covenant people is being 
born, a people who glorify the God of Israel as the 
Father of them all.
The Church for all generations remains faithful to the 
grace of God given to the Apostles and continues their 
saving work. Through the Church the peoples of every 
land hear the Shepherd’s voice and follow Him (see 
Luke 10:16).
The Good Shepherd of today’s Gospel is the 
enthroned Lamb of today’s Second Reading. In laying 
down His life for His flock, the Lamb brought to 
fulfilment a new Passover (see 1 Corinthians 5:7), by 
His blood freeing “every nation, race, people and 
tongue” from bondage to sin and death.
The Church is the “great multitude” John sees in his 
vision today. God swore to Abraham his descendants 
would be too numerous to count. And in the Church, 
as John sees, this promise is fulfilled (compare 
Revelation 7:9; Genesis 15:5).
The Lamb rules from the throne of God, sheltering His 
flock, feeding their hunger with His own Body and 
Blood, leading them to “springs of life-giving waters” 
that well up to eternal life (see John 4:14).
The Lamb is the eternal Shepherd-King, the son of 
David foretold by the prophets. His Church is the 
kingdom of all Israel that the prophets said would be 
restored in an everlasting covenant (see Ezekiel 34:23–
31; 37:23–28).
It is not a kingdom any tribe or nation can jealously 
claim as theirs alone. The Shepherd’s Word to Israel is 
addressed now to all lands, calling all to worship and 
bless His name in the heavenly temple.
This is the delight of the Gentiles—that we can sing 
the song that once only Israel could sing, today’s joyful 
Psalm: “He made us, His we are—His people, the flock 
He tends.”

Scott Hahn

ADORATION BEFORE MASS
Each Sunday we have a time of Adoration before the  

Sunday 10am Mass. 

 

PARISH
HOLY HOUR
Adoration of the

Blessed Sacrament
every Wednesday

6:30 - 7:30pm

VOCATIONS WEEKEND

This Sunday is the 56th Annual World  
Day of Prayer for Vocations where we  
pray for an increase of good religious 

and priestly vocations.

God our Father, You made each of us 
to use our gifts in the Body of Christ.

We ask that You inspire
young people whom You call to

the priesthood and consecrated life
to courageously follow Your will.

Send workers into Your great harvest
so that the Gospel is preached,
the poor are served with love,
the suffering are comforted,

and Your people are strengthened
by the sacraments

We ask this through
Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Play Reading Group
The next meeting of the play reading group will be on 

Monday 20th of May at 1pm.

On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, let us join in prayer and ask the Lord to help us discover 
his plan of love for our lives, and to grant us the courage to walk in the path that, from the 

beginning, he has chosen for each of us. 
- Pope Francis



SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Matthias, Apostle - 14th of May  
St Matthias was the apostle chosen to replace Judas Iscariot following the events 
of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension. He is not mentioned in the three 
synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), but according to the book of Acts, he 
had been with Jesus and the other disciples since Jesus’ baptism by John, and was 
one of the many who witnessed a resurrection siting. According to a number of 
ancient Greek traditions and records, he mostly ministered and preached up 
north, around the area of modern day Turkey and Georgia.  It is not clear how he 
died exactly, though a popular legend suggests that he was stoned by a jewish mob 
and then beheaded for promulgating the new Christian faith.

CATECHISM CORNER
THE EFFECTS OF THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY 

ORDERS

Since it is ultimately Christ who acts and effects 
salvation through the ordained minister, the 
unworthiness of the latter does not prevent Christ 
from acting. St. Augustine states this forcefully:
As for the proud minister, he is to be ranked with the 
devil. Christ's gift is not thereby profaned: what flows 
through him keeps its purity, and what passes through 
him remains dear and reaches the fertile earth.... the 
spiritual power of the sacrament is indeed comparable 
to light: those to be enlightened receive it in its purity, 
and if it should pass through defiled beings, it is not 
itself defiled (n. 1584).

STS PETER & PAUL’S  
FEAST DAY 
FESTIVAL

SUNDAY 
30TH 
JUNE 
If you are free to help 
with the organisation of 
the event, or help out 
on the day, please let 
us know. 

Election Day Sausage Sizzle
On Election day, Saturday 18th May, you can vote 

here in the parish hall. We’ll also be having a sausage 
sizzle to raise money for the parish.   

If you have any time during the day to help out, 
please let Fr Dean know.  

There is a sign up sheet at the back of the church.

An Evening with  
Rod Dreher  

(best selling author of ‘The 
Benedict Option’)

interviewed by Greg Sheridan

Monday 20th May, 7pm  
The Centre Ivanhoe  
(The Streeton Room)  

275 Upper Heildelberg Rd, 
Ivanhoe

Rod Dreher is the author of 
several books covering the 

religion, politics, film, and culture, 
including his bestseller, “The 

Benedict Option”

RSVP: 12 May, 2019. Places are 
limited.  

Miss Yvette Nehme 
foundation@campion.eu.au



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne 
Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy,  Giovanna Santarossa, James, Burnes, James 
Watkins, Bonnie Breen, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker,  Helen Keighery,  Alison 
Fraser,  Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace., Elaine Wallace, Richard Grant.

4th Sunday of Easter

Entrance Antiphon: The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; 
by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia.

1st Reading – Acts 13:14, 43-52 
Wherever he went Paul first preached to the Jews. Only when 
and if these rejected his message he turned to the Gentiles. Luke 
notes how these non-Jews received the Gospel with joy.

Responsorial Psalm 
We are His people, the sheep of His flock. 

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the Earth. 
Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before Him, singing for joy. 

Know that He, the Lord, is God.
He made us we belong to Him,
We are His people, the sheep of His flock.

Indeed, how good is the Lord, eternal His merciful love.
He is faithful from age to age.

We are His people, the sheep of His flock. 

2nd Reading – Apocalypse 7: 9, 14-17 
St. John intermingles four separate images of heaven – a king’s 
throne room, the temple, the desert of Israel’s wanderings, and 
the pastureland where the Lord is Shepherd. None is adequate to 
describe the things prepared for those who love God.

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
I am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord; I know my sheep, and 
mine know me. Alleluia! 

Gospel – John 10:27-30 
Here the emphasis is not so much on the shepherd as on the 
sheep. The Good Shepherd’s sheep are those who believe that 
He is one with the Father.

Next week’s reading:  1  Acts 14:21-27 
                                   2  Apocalypse 21:1-5 
                                   Gospel  John 13:31-35 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis and those who 
lead the Church that they may find the 
strength and courage needed to shepherd and 
guide their communities of faith.

Lord, we pray for unity among the nations of 
the world, that Jesus the Good Shepherd will 
bring peace to all.

Lord, we pray for the innocent and 
defenceless ones of our society, that they may 
the support and help they need.

Lord, we pray for the sick in our parish that 
Jesus the Good Shepherd will comfort and 
heal them.

Lord, we pray for ourselves who are the flock 
of Christ, that we may know the Father.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently Joan Styles and 
those whose anniversaries occur about this 
time Connie Grima, Patrick O’Hara, 
Kevin Evans, Herbert Turner, Jodie 
Gater, Stephanie Gestier, Cyri l 
Pearson, Breda McCarthy, Keatha 
Phillips, Dean Epple, Amy Boyd, Leo 
Quinn, Rodney Bryant, Domenico Di 
Santo, Fr. Ross McKenney.

Collections: May 4/5, 2019 

1st Collection: $1268
2nd Collection: $1087 

Online thanksgiving (April): $1255 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 11
Sun 12
Sat 18 
Sun 19

READERS 
Janet  

Andy & Geraldine
Ashley

Gerry & Ann

E.M.E 

   Geraldine & Doris

Doris & Carmel 

HOSPITALITY 

Andy & Geraldine

Frank & Mavis 

FLOWERS
Geraldine & Sue

Doris


