
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Every Advent, the Liturgy of the Word gives our sense of time a reorientation. There’s a deliberate 
tension in the next four weeks’ readings—between promise and fulfillment, expectation and 
deliverance, between looking forward and looking back.

In today’s First Reading, the prophet Jeremiah focuses our gaze on the promise God made to David, 
some 1,000 years before Christ. God says through the prophet that He will fulfill this promise by 
raising up a “just shoot,” a righteous offspring of David, who will rule Israel in justice (see 2 Samuel 
7:16; Jeremiah 33:17; Psalm 89:4–5; 27–38).

Today’s Psalm, too, sounds the theme of Israel’s ancient expectation: “Guide me in Your truth and 
teach Me. For You are God my Saviour and for You I will wait all day.”

We look back on Israel’s desire and anticipation knowing that God has already made good on those 
promises by sending His only Son into the world. Jesus is the “just shoot,” the God and Saviour for 
Whom Israel was waiting.

Knowing that He is a God who keeps His promises lends grave urgency to the words of Jesus in 
today’s Gospel.

Urging us to keep watch for His return in glory, He draws on Old Testament images of chaos and 
instability—turmoil in the heavens (see Isaiah 13:11,13; Ezekiel 32:7–8; Joel 2:10); roaring seas (see 
Isaiah 5:30; 17:12); distress among the nations (see Isaiah 8:22/14:25) and terrified people (see 
Isaiah 13:6–11).

He evokes the prophet Daniel’s image of the Son of Man coming on a cloud of glory to describe His 
return as a “theophany,” a manifestation of God (see Daniel 7:13–14).

Many will cower and be literally scared to death. But Jesus says we should greet the end-times with 
heads raised high, confident that God keeps His promises, that our “redemption is at hand,” that “the 
kingdom of God is near” (see Luke 21:31).
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Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr. Annunciata Fcj, Pauline O’Hara, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr. Joyce Stewart, Celestine Ressia, Peter Wood, 
Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxas, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Eunice 
Costa, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Watkins, Bonnie Breen, Maurita Carlisle, Jeff Martin, 
Naomi McSweeney, Mary Quirke, Ilse Miranda, Neil Baker, Helen Keighery,

OUTREACH CORNER  
 

 

We’re doing a bit of a 
drive for tins/jars of 

instant coffee for Open 
House and the food 
van. Any donations 
would be very much 

appreciated.SATURDAY 22ND DECEMBER

Christmas-Is-Coming Party  
 

The parish is hosting a Christmas-is-coming party for its Open House drop-in centre guests on 
Friday 7 December. We are looking for volunteers to help set up the parish hall for the event on 

Thursday afternoon, 6 December.  Please leave you name at the back of the church if you can help 
for at least half an hour between 5.30 and 7.00 or contact Margaret on 0421 067 068.

The season of Advent (from the Latin word “adventus”, meaning “coming”) is the time of preparation 
for the birth of Christ. It is a time of longing and waiting for his ‘coming’. It should be a time filled with 
joy when we ponder the gift of God’s love, open our hearts to receive and open our hands to give.

Advent traditions are numerous. We do not always know their exact origin, but they have been lived 
in the hearts of the faithful. If traditions are lived and understood, they can bring families closer to 

Christ and transform the hearts of those who participate in them. How can we introduce some 
Advent traditions into our families this Advent season?

Advent Wreath – The wreath is circular and made of evergreens symbolizing the eternity of God. 
Seeds and fruit we may place on the wreath represent life and resurrection. There are four candles 

on the wreath, each representing one week of Advent. The three purple candles stand for prayer and 
penance. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday (the “Gaudete Sunday”) and it symbolizes joy – 

“gaudium” in Latin – as we draw closer to the birth of Christ. The light that the wreath brings 
symbolises Christ Himself – our Light. Have the wreath blessed by a priest, or read a family blessing 
of the wreath at home. Place it in a visible spot where your family gathers often. Light it during your 

evening prayer or at meal times.

Nativity Scene – Saint Francis of Assisi began the custom of the nativity scenes when he 
celebrated Christmas with his brothers at Greccio in 1223 with a Bethlehem scene which included 

live animals. This tradition quickly spread and people began to construct their own nativity scenes in 
their homes. Children take a great joy in helping to set up a nativity scene. You may set up your 
entire scene at the beginning of Advent, leaving the crib empty for the Christ Child to arrive on 

Christmas Eve. Or you may set up the scene slowly, day by day. Mary and Joseph can also ‘travel’ 
to Bethlehem, as they move slowly across your room every day until they reach the cave.



SAINT OF THE WEEK  
Saint Francis Xavier - Dec 3 
 
St Francis Xavier was one of St Ignatius of Loyola’s closest friends and 
an original founding companion of the Society of Jesus, is honoured by 
for his missionary accomplishments particularly in India, Southeast Asia 
and Japan. 
 
“I will go anywhere and do anything in order to communicate the love of 
Jesus to those who do not know Him or have forgotten Him.”

ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS 
LUNCHEON  

 
The luncheon on 

Monday 3rd Dec is 
fully booked. 

For those who have 
booked please pay 
Kevin or Geraldine 

after Mass.

 
CHRISTMAS 

MASSES 
 

As well as the normal 
Vigil and daytime 

Mass for Christmas, 
this year there will 
also be a Midnight 

Mass. 
More details in the 

following weeks

 
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
 

Wednesday 12 December, 7pm
A Christmas Concert in the glorious setting of 

St Patrick’s Cathedral. 
Featuring Anthony Halliday (organ) and  

Joel Brennan (trumpet). Works by Handel, 
Bach, Corelli, Daquin and Halliday.

Bookings: https://www.trybooking.com/ZEUH

ON SALE: 
ADVENT REFLECTION BOOKS 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
2019 COLUMBAN CALENDARS

2019 DAILY MISSALS

We have a number of things for sale after Mass including a 
wonderful Advent reflection book titled ‘Saviour’ which is a 

pocket-size book containing short spiritually rich, yet accessible, 
daily reflections from the beginning of Advent (2 December 2018) 

through to the Baptism of the Lord (13 January 2019)

https://www.trybooking.com/ZEUH
https://www.trybooking.com/ZEUH

