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‘The Son of Man is coming at 
an hour you do not 
expect’ (Mt 24:44)

First Sunday of Advent  

In a Dark Hour

Jesus exaggerates in today’s Gospel when He claims not to know the day or the hour when He will 
come again.

He occasionally makes such overstatements to drive home a point we might otherwise miss (see 
Matthew 5:34; 23:9; Luke 14:26).

His point here is that the exact “hour” is not important. What is crucial is that we not postpone our 
repentance, that we be ready for Him—spiritually and morally—when He comes. For He will surely 
come, He tells us—like a thief in the night, like the flood in the time of Noah.

In today’s Epistle, Paul too compares the present age to a time of advancing darkness and night.

Though we sit in the darkness, overshadowed by death, we have seen arise the great light of our Lord 
who has come into our midst (see Matthew 4:16; John 1:9; 8:12). He is the true light, the life of the 
world. And His light continues to shine in His Church, the new Jerusalem promised by Isaiah in 
today’s First Reading.

In the Church, all nations stream to the God of Jacob, to worship and seek wisdom in the House of 
David. From the Church goes forth His word of instruction, the light of the Lord—that all might walk 
in His paths toward that eternal day when night will be no more (see Revelation 22:5).

By our Baptism we have been made children of the light and day (see Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 
5:5–7). It is time we start living like it—throwing off the fruitless works of darkness, the desires of the 
flesh, and walking by the light of His grace.

The hour is late as we begin a new Advent. Let us begin again in this Eucharist.

As we sing in today’s Psalm, let us go rejoicing to the House of the Lord. Let us give thanks to His 
name, keeping watch for His coming, knowing that our salvation is nearer now than when we first 
believed.

Scott Hahn

COMING UP

Fr Dean 
Farewell 

Sun 1st Dec, 11am

Crafts Stall 
Sun 1st Dec, 11am

Bible Study  
Fri 6th Dec, 

3:30pm

Gifts of 
Christmas 

Fri 6th Dec, 7pm

Holy 
Innocents 

Mass 
Sat 28th Dec, 

12pm



CATECHISM CORNER
“The Final Purification, or Purgatory” (n. 1030-31) 

All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still 
imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal 
salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as 
to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of 
heaven.
The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final 
purification of the elect, which is entirely different from 
the punishment of the damned. The Church formulated 
her doctrine of faith on Purgatory especially at the 
Councils of Florence and Trent. the tradition of the 
Church, by reference to certain texts of Scripture, 
speaks of a cleansing fire:

As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, 
before the Final Judgment, there is a purifying fire. 
He who is truth says that whoever utters 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will be pardoned 
neither in this age nor in the age to come. From 
this sentence we understand that certain offences 
can be forgiven in this age, but certain others in the 
age to come.

‘My heart was asking me 
for something great…

and it was love’

- St Josemaria Escriva

CRAFT GROUP CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

Tickets are available after both Masses this weekend for 
the raffle that the Craft Group are running. All proceeds 
raised will be go towards Parish maintenance. 3 tickets 

for $5.   

FAREWELL FOR FR DEAN
Sunday 1st December in the hall 

Join us this Sunday to farewell Fr Dean. There will 
be a morning tea in the hall. All are welcome. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS AND PLANT

Sunday 1st of December from 11am in the hall, run by 
the Crafts group. A variety of plants and craft will be for 

sale. All proceeds will go towards the parish.

GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS

Every Friday 7 to 9pm. From 29th of November to 20th 
of December. In the hall. Will be a great way to learn 
about Advent and Christmas, and to invite others to 

come and explore the faith.

Register at: https://www.stspeterandpauls.com/gifts

WANTED: NEW PARISH 
SECRETARY

The parish office is looking for a new parish 
secretary to start work from mid-January 2020. 
Flexible 16 hour per week. Please contact the 
parish office on stspeterandpauls@gmail.com for 
full job description or to send in your resume/
expression of interest.

Applications close Monday 23rd December.

FRIAR ALESSANDRO AT ST PATRICK'S 
CATHEDRAL

Sat 7th of Dec at 7.30pm, St Patrick’s Cathedral 

You are invited to an evening of Christmas music and 
readings with internationally acclaimed Franciscan tenor 
Friar Alessandro.   He is touring Australia and will be 
accompanied by Vivian Choi (piano) and the Artes 
Christi Choir & Orchestra.   Free entry or by donation 
supporting the Vinnies Christmas Appeal. Flyers are at 
the back of church.

Booking is essential at www.voicefromassisi.org.au

mailto:stspeterandpauls@gmail.com
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FEAST OF THE WEEK 
St Nicholas of Myra
6th of December 

St Nicholas was an early bishop of the ancient Greek maritime city of Myra in Asia 
Minor during the time of the Roman Empire. Because of the many miracles 
attributed to his intercession, he is also known as Nicholas the Wonderworker. 
Very little is known about his historical life. Any writings Nicholas himself may have 
produced have been lost and he is not mentioned by any contemporary 
chroniclers. This is not surprising, since Nicholas lived during a turbulent time in 
Roman history. His reputation and legend evolved among the faithful, as was also 
common for early saints, and his legendary habit of secret gift-giving, especially to 
the poor and needy, gave rise to the traditional model of Santa Claus.

MASS FOR HOLY INNOCENTS
Sat 28th of December, 12 noon 

Mass will be followed by morning tea, then a rosary at 
the Memorial for Lost Infants (in the front garden in 
front of the presbytery), and then a BBQ in the Open 
House. Fr John will be celebrating the Mass.

SAVE THE DATE

Saturday 14th December, 9am to 11am 

Working Bee to prepare our Church for Christmas. 
Further details in next week's bulletin.

Important: The 10am Mass will be at 11am 
for that Saturday only.

SAT 7 DEC MASS TIME CHANGE

Please note that next Saturday morning’s Mass time (7th 
of December) is moved to 11am for the working bee. 

One time only. Will resume usual 10am time from 
Saturday 17th of December.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miracle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miracle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercession


Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill: Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce 
Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna 
Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser,  Steven Wallace, Elaine 
Wallace, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Lachlan Fahy, Colin Crawford.

First Sunday of Advent

Entrance Antiphon: To you, I lift up my soul, O my God.  
In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my 
enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to 
shame. 

Isaiah 2:1-5  
This oracle depicts the true eminence of Zion because the Lord, the 
Universal King dwells in her midst. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: “Let us go to God’s house.” 
And now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

It is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord. For Israel’s law 
it is, there were set the thrones of Judgement of the house of David. 
 
For the people of Jerusalem pray, peace be to your homes! May peace 
reign in your walls, in your palaces, peace!  

For love of my brethren and friends I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ For love 
of the house of the Lord I will ask for your good. 

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 

2nd Reading – Roman 13:11-14  
Paul writes that salvation is at hand. Christians face a critical time and 
must respond to it with vigilance 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.    
Alleluia

Gospel – Mt 24:37-44  
Jesus makes a comparison between the days of Noah and the coming 
of the Son of Man 

Next week’s readings: lst reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
    2nd reading:  Romans 15:4-9 
    Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his bishops, 
priests and religious that God’s Spirit may 
assist them to carry out the pastoral care of 
the people entrusted to them without fear 
or favour. 

Lord, we pray for all victims of war, that 
those who bring relief and hope, be 
supported by our help and prayers.

Lord, we pray for all welfare societies that 
their ministry continues to remind us of our 
duty to share our goods with those in need.

Lord, we pray for all here present in this 
Eucharistic assembly that enlightened by the 
Word of God we may wait for the coming 
of the Lord Jesus with vigilance and 
alertness.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently Mary Bond,  and 
those whose anniversaries occur about this 
time  Tom Hanrahan, Fr. Aldo Rebeschini, Fr 
Alan Corry, Joan Fallon, Tim Kennelly, Tommy 
Lahiff,  Celena McGovern, Danny Ryan, Nikki 
Fabro.

Collections: Nov 23/24, 2019 

1st Collection: $1282
2nd Collection: $933 

Online per week (Sept-Oct): $337 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 30
Sun 01
Sat 07 
Sun 08

READERS
Adrian

Andy & Natalie 
Andy

Eileen & Ann T

E.M.E 

  Doris & Carmel

  Carmel & Rick 

HOSPITALITY 

Hospitality team
           

Donovan Family 

FLOWERS
Ann & Priska

Geraldine & Sue


