
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

22nd March 2020 

 
The Fourth Sunday of Lent A 

 

Eye Sight to The Blind 
 

God’s ways of seeing are not our ways, we hear in today’s First Reading. Jesus 
illustrates this in the Gospel—as the blind man comes to see and the Pharisees are 
made blind. 
 
The blind man stands for all humanity. “Born totally in sin” he is made a new creation 
by the saving power of Christ. 
 
As God fashioned the first man from the clay of the earth (see Genesis 2:7), Jesus 
gives the blind man new life by anointing his eyes with clay (see John 9:11). As God 
breathed the spirit of life into the first man, the blind man is not healed until he 
washes in the waters of Siloam, a name that means “sent.” 
 
Jesus is the One “sent” by the Father to do the Father’s will (see John 9:4; 12:44). 
He is the new source of life-giving water—the Holy Spirit who rushes upon us in 
Baptism (see John 4:10; 7:38–39). 
 
This is the Spirit that rushes upon God’s chosen king David in today’s First Reading. 
A shepherd like Moses before him (see Exodus 3:1; Psalm 78:70–71), David is also 
a sign pointing to the good shepherd and king to come—Jesus (see John 10:11). 
 
The Lord is our shepherd, as we sing in today’s Psalm. By His death and 
Resurrection. He has made a path for us through the dark valley of sin and death, 
leading us to the verdant pastures of the kingdom of life, the Church. 
 
In the restful waters of Baptism, He has refreshed our souls. He has anointed our 
heads with the oil of Confirmation and spread the Eucharistic table before us, filling 
our cups to overflowing. 
 
With the once-blind man we enter His house to give God the praise, to renew our 
vow: “I do believe, Lord.” 
 
“The Lord looks into the heart,” we hear today. Let Him find us, as Paul advises in 
today’s Epistle, living as “children of light”—trying always to learn what is pleasing to 
our Father. 
 
Scott Hahn 
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ALL MASSES HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED BY THE 
ARCHBISHOP UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

We trust in merciful God, we pray for one another 
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Lenten reflection – week 4 

 
(Diocese of Wollongong – Grace Lenten Program 2020) 

 
 
 
 
Our blind spots.     Sr. Anastasia Reeves, OP. 
 
 
 
Here is a curious thing: a man who has been blind all his life is healed miraculously, yet everyone around him 
becomes either angry or afraid. Wouldn’t you think that this would have caused them to rejoice?  It is all so 
strange. St John’s careful portrayal of the incident leads us to wonder; ‘Who is really blind?’ 
 
We all have blind sots in our thinking-n inner Pharisee-obscuring our understanding of the truth and of reality. Let 
us honestly ask ourselves: ‘In what ways am I blind like the Pharisees? How can I be healed so as to see more 
clearly like the bind man?’ Perhaps this week we can renew our Lenten focus by opening ourselves to the truth 
even if it is uncomfortable. For example, have I made a little extra time to ray? Is my life balanced so that God 
and family take priority, or do work, entertainment, sports or screen time dominate? Is there a strained relationship 
that needs my attention? Am I fasting in some real way, whether it be from food, TV or gossip? Is there a pattern 
of sin that is weighing me down and damaging my relationship with God and others? Am I offering something of 
my tie and treasure to the poor, lonely or sick? 
 
This week let us allow the Lord to open our eyes to the truth and so set us free. 
 
Personal reflection for the week ahead. 

 Take time each day to reflect on: ‘Why do I believe?’ Consider making a list of the reasons and placing it 
somewhere that you will see each day. 

 Through the days as you reflect, be willing to challenge the reasons that strike you as being ‘Pharisee-
like’ and circle the reasons that are those of a healed ‘blind man’. 
 

Daily reflection: 
 
Monday:  ‘Go home,’ said Jesus ‘your son will live’? 
  Why not take the words of St John Henry, change the pronouns, ‘God’ ‘him’ and ‘he’ to  
  ‘you’ and make it a personal prayer        
       
Tuesday  Do you want to be well again? 
  Lord make me well again, Amen. 
 
Wednesday Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you. 
  Mary, Model of Disciples, pray for us. Amen 
   
Thursday The works my Father has given me to carry out, these same works of mine testify that the Father 

has sent me.  
 Give peace to my soul; make it your heaven, your cherished dwelling-pace and the place of 
your repose. Let me never leave you there alone, but keep me there, wholly alert in my faith, 
wholly adoring and fully given up to your creative action. Amen 

 
Friday  The Lord is near to broken hearts. 

   Heavenly Father, all my hope is in you. In your Son, through the power of the Spirit, 
  please keep my eyes fixed on you.   Amen  
 

 Saturday Lord Jesus, grace me with the willingness to see with your eyes, to hear with your ears, 
to empty my heart and mind of judgements and condemnation, in order to be your  
grace and mercy present now to our suffering world.  Amen 



 

  

 
FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

The Annunciation of the Lord 
25th March 
 
The feast of the Annunciation of the Lord celebrates Angel Gabriel's 
appearance to the Virgin Mary (Luke 1:26-38) and his announcement that she 
had been chosen to be the mother of the saviour of the world. This feast also 
celebrates Mary's fiat, which means "let it be" in Latin—her willing acceptance 
of the news. The Feast of Annunciation is a solemn feast in Catholicism in 
honour of the Virgin Mary. Common prayers recited include the "The Hail Mary," 
and "The Angelus”; a pray that has risen from the annunciation of the Lord to 
Mary. This feast is also called the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 
 

 

Craft Group 
Please note that our 

Mother’s Day stall 

has now been  

cancelled. 

 

Parishioner Profile: Michèle Green 

 

Since 2012 Michèle Green has belonged to the Catholic Prison 
Ministry. She and another member visit the Melbourne Custody 
Centre, often the first port of call before someone faces the 
Magistrates’ Court several days after their arrest.  

The volunteers are rostered once a month and visit any prisoners 
wanting a message passed on to their loved ones to request a visit, 
clothes or inform them of date of court appearance. Sr Mary 
O'Shannassy coordinates the group but Sharon Maguire (formerly of 
this parish) does the roster and goes beyond her brief (18 yrs in the 
Ministry). Mavis 

Keighery, Michael Daly and Kath O’Flaherty are parishioners who 
have also been prison visitors in the past. 
‘I was hungry and you fed me, in jail and you visited me...’ means 
that our beliefs go beyond the confines of the Church building to 
helping others. 
Michèle has belonged to Sts Peter & Paul’s community for 23 years. 
Her roles have included reading the Word, as a member of the Parish 
Council, writing Baptismal Certificates and making soup. ‘The 
composition of our community is diverse. I am drawn to the 
different people there, regardless of who is parish priest. I have 
always been warmly welcomed.’ 

 

Room Needed (Please) 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

We are friendly students couple, Telmo 
and Isabel. We are looking for an 
economic place to live. We are 
adaptable. Small place would not be a 
problem. 
 

In response we are very happy to help 
solving common problems with your 
computer, laptop, mobile phone, 
facebook, all about software in your 
home. We can also help with 
housekeeping or handyman tasks such as 
painting, gardening, demolition, mosaic, 
rendering and construction in general as 
I am currently doing casual work in 
those areas. 
 

We are very passionate to use our 
creative skills to make places cosy. 
 

Should you have anything available 
please contact us: 
telmofrank@hotmail.com (0401544633) 



 

  

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill: Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, 
Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, 
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, Jeff 
Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Colin 
Crawford, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino. 
 

 

4thSunday of Lent                         
 

Entrance Antiphon: Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be 
joyful, all who were in mourning: exult and be satisfied at her 
consoling breast. 
 

1st Reading – 1 Samuel 16:1 6-7, 10-13 
We hear that the plan of God does not follow merely human 
standards but looks at the heart. God sends His prophet Samuel to 
the house of Jesse to anoint one of his sons as the future king. 
David becomes the anointed one of the Lord 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord is my Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; here is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where He give me repose. 
Near restful waters He leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. 
He guides me along the right path; He is true to His name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; with these you give me 
comfort. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my 
foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. 
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my 
life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

2nd Reading – Ephesians 5:8-14 
St. Paul uses the biblical image of coming from the darkness to light 
to challenge his people to know that the Lord wants them to live in 
the light. 
 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!   I am the light of the 
world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of life.     
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Gospel – John 9:1-41 
The narrative about the man born blind becomes the context in 
which Jesus reveals that He has come as the light of the world that 
all may see. 
 

Next week’s readings: 1s   Ezekiel 37:12-14 
    2nd  Romans 8:8-11 
    Gospel  John 11:1-45 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

Lord, we pray for Church Leaders, 
especially Pope Francis, as they call their 
people into the light, and to examine and 
change the structure within their church 
that keeps parts of their flock in darkness 
 

We pray for the victims of the 
Coronavirus and for all those suffering 
fear and anxiety because of the sickness. 
May they be protected by your love and 
compassion. 
 

We pray for our medical staff, police, 
emergency service workers and those in 
retail, protect and keep them safe. 
 

We pray for our families, friends and 
neighbours, may they be safe in the 
loving watch of Mary our mother. Mary 
guide and protect us in all that we do.  
 

Lord, we pray for the ongoing work of 
Caritas and the works that Project 
Compassion supports, that our financial 
contributions will help the Gospel shine 
more brightly in the parts of the world it is 
most needed. 
 

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and for 
those whose anniversaries occur about 
this time David Hunt, Margaret Vines, Jim 
Hallon, Irena Sibley, Alan Muir. 

Collections : Mar 14/15, 2020 
 

1st Collection: $904 
2nd Collection: $729 

Online per week (Feb): $250 
 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

 
Sat   21 
Sun  22 
Sat   28 
Sun  29 
 

READERS 
Andy 

Merlin & Michelle 
Janet 

Natalie & Randy 

E.M.E 
  

Sue & Carmel 
        

Carmel & Doris 

HOSPITALITY 
 

Andy & Gerarldine 
 

Bill & Carol 

 
 

FLOWERS 
Doris 

 
Vinolia & Ann 

 
 


