
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

26th April 2020 

 
3rd Sunday of Easter A 

 

Emmaus & Us 
 

We should put ourselves in the shoes of the disciples in today’s Gospel. Downcast 
and confused, they’re making their way down the road, unable to understand all the 
things that have occurred. 
 
They know what they’ve seen—a prophet mighty in word and deed. They know what 
they were hoping for—that He would be the redeemer of Israel. But they don’t know 
what to make of His violent death at the hands of their rulers. 
 
They can’t even recognize Jesus as He draws near to walk with them. He seems like 
just another foreigner visiting Jerusalem for the Passover. 
 
Note that Jesus doesn’t disclose His identity until they they describe how they found 
His tomb empty but “Him they did not see.” That’s how it is with us, too. Unless He 
revealed himself we would see only an empty tomb and a meaningless death. 
 
How does Jesus make himself known at Emmaus? First, He interprets “all the 
Scriptures” as referring to Him. In today’s First Reading and Epistle, Peter also opens 
the Scriptures to proclaim the meaning of Christ’s death according to the Father’s 
“set plan”—foreknown before the foundation of the world. 
 
Jesus is described as a new Moses and a new Passover lamb. He is the One of 
whom David sang in today’s Psalm—whose soul was not abandoned to corruption 
but was shown the path of life. 
 
After opening the Scriptures, Jesus at table took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave 
it to the disciples—exactly what He did at the Last Supper (see Luke 22:14–20). 
 
In every Eucharist, we reenact that Easte Sunday at Emmaus. Jesus reveals himself 
to us in our journey. He speaks to our hearts in the Scriptures. Then at the table of 
the altar, in the person of the priest, He breaks the bread. 
 
The disciples begged him, “Stay with us.” So He does. Though He has vanished from 
our sight, in the Eucharist—as at Emmaus—we know Him in the breaking of the 
bread. 
 
Scott Hahn 
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We pray for all parishioners and all of our 
Ministries; May Risen Jesus bless you all and 
protect, may His Light shine in your hearts 
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In recent years the public celebration of Anzac Day has been a little overblown. There has been a tendency 
to see in Anzac Day a symbol of the power of Australia, and a demonstration of its virtues and military prowess. 
It is has invested in contemporary Australians and their leaders unearned qualities built on make-believe. 

That emphasis on Anzac Day as a celebration of an imagined heroic Australian identity obscures the death and 
loss both of soldiers and of their relatives and friends, the cost to families and to Australian society of their loss, 
and of the responsibility of their dependents to turn from war. 

Contemporary experience 

This year Anzac Day will not be seen against a canvas screen showing idealised figures in warlike poses or 
sportsmen looking mean, but against harsh contemporary experience of fires and the coronavirus. 

We have seen the reality of bushfire with its devastation of forests and impoverishment of local people in the areas 
that it touched. We have also seen the ash and smelled the smoke that drove away the comfortable illusion that 
climate change was unreal, and if real, that it was harmless. We have seen our leaders aimless in the face of fire 
and, like the rest of us, struggling to comprehend the coronavirus pandemic, and the vulnerability of an economy 
built on debt. We have seen also the courage and generosity of many Australians, the self-seeking of others, and 
the cost that fire and sickness have brought to many individuals and the strain they have placed on communities. 

Remembrance of past and present 

When seen against the events of the year, Anzac Day can be a remembrance both of things past and things 
present. We can remember and stay with the pain, loss and grief of those who died and returned from war 
wounded in body and spirit. We remember also the pain of those who grieved their deaths and sometimes suffered 
their return, and whose lives were changed forever by their wounding. 

This year, too, the isolation and anxiety in which we celebrate Anzac Day will echo the frequent experience of 
soldiers in war. It will be a time to remember and stay with the pain, loss and grief of those who have died through 
bushfire and illness, and the loss of those whose lives have been disturbed by them. As we remember Anzac Day 
and the trials of this year, too we remember and are grateful for the simple, humble and self-sacrificing lives hidden 
like pearls in the darkness of each event. 

Virtue of modesty 

This year the celebration of Anzac Day will necessarily be modest in its exclusion of marches and gatherings. It 
should also be modest in its rhetoric, forsaking any glorification of the day that would make the acts of generosity 
and bravery displayed in battle typical of the nation today or of its leaders. 
 
It should focus on the grief of the day and the more domestic virtues displayed in the aftermath of war and the flu 
that followed it. 

 Fr Andrew Hamilton  |  08 April 2020 

 
 
 



 

  

 

 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

Saint Cathrine of Sienna  
29th April 
 
The value Catherine makes central in her short life and which 
sounds clearly and consistently through her experience is 
complete surrender to Christ. What is most impressive about 
her is that she learns to view her surrender to her Lord as a 
goal to be reached through time. 
 
She was the 23rd child of Jacopo and Lapa Benincasa and 
grew up as an intelligent, cheerful, and intensely religious 
person. Catherine disappointed her mother by cutting off her 
hair as a protest against being overly encouraged to improve 
her appearance in order to attract a husband. Her father 
ordered her to be left in peace, and she was given a room of 
her own for prayer and meditation. 
 
She entered the Dominican Third Order at 18 and spent the 
next three years in seclusion, prayer, and austerity. 
Gradually, a group of followers gathered around her—men 
and women, priests and religious. An active public apostolate 
grew out of her contemplative life.  
 

Her letters, mostly for spiritual instruction and encouragement of her followers, began to take more and more 
note of public affairs. Opposition and slander resulted from her mixing fearlessly with the world and speaking 
with the candor and authority of one completely committed to Christ. She was cleared of all charges at the 
Dominican General Chapter of 1374. 
 
Her public influence reached great heights because of her evident holiness, her membership in the Dominican 
Third Order, and the deep impression she made on the pope. She worked tirelessly for the crusade against the 
Turks and for peace between Florence and the pope. 
 
In 1378, the Great Schism began, splitting the allegiance of Christendom between two, then three, popes and 
putting even saints on opposing sides. Catherine spent the last two years of her life in Rome, in prayer and 
pleading on behalf of the cause of Pope Urban VI and the unity of the Church. She offered herself as a victim 
for the Church in its agony. She died surrounded by her “children” and was canonized in 1461. 
 
Catherine ranks high among the mystics and spiritual writers of the Church. In 1939, she and Francis of Assisi 
were declared co-patrons of Italy. Pope Paul VI named her and Teresa of Avila doctors of the Church in 1970. 
Her spiritual testament is found in The Dialogue. 

Sts Peter and Paul Parish Now Online  

During this time, when visits to our Church are suspended, we are striving to ensure that our parishioners remain 
connected through new and creative pastoral programmes. While we continue to help those in our community the 
parish continues to incur ongoing overhead costs and we need your help. 

The good news is that Catholic Development Fund (CDF) and the Archdiocese of Melbourne have partnered to 
build an online parish payment portal, CDFpay for Parishes.  

This site enables you to make quick and easy online thanksgiving payments – you can set-up a recurring 
payment, if you haven’t done so already, or you can choose a one-off offering.  

The Sts Peter and Paul site is live via this link CDFpay for Sts Peter and Paul’s Parish, Melbourne South 

We thank you in advance for supporting our parish community. 

 



 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill: Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, 
Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, 
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, Jeff 
Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Colin 
Crawford, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino, Chris Banks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
  
Entrance Antiphon: Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; O sing 
to the glory of his name. O render him glorious praise, alleluia. 
 

1st Reading – Acts 2:14,22-33 
We hear an early sermon of St Peter at the temple. As always, he 
recounts in the Jewish way, the summary of God’s actions in the 
past and leads to the outpouring of the spirit that we see around 
us. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, you will show us the path of life. 
 

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. I say to the Lord: ‘You are 
my God. O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; It is you 
yourself who are my prize.’ 
 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, who even at night 
directs my heart. I keep the Lord ever in my sight: since He is at 
my right hand, I shall stand firm. 
 

And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; Even my body shall rest 
in safety. For you will not leave my soul among the dead, nor let 
your beloved know decay. You will show me the path of life, the 
fullness of joy in your presence, at your right hand happiness 
forever. 
 

Lord, you will show us the path of life. 
 

2nd Reading – 1 Peter 1:17-21 
We hear further words of St Peter explaining the Christian faith 
with prominent Jewish images. Now Christians acknowledge that 
they have been freed through the precious blood of the lamb, 
Jesus Himself. 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us, make our hearts burn with 
love when you speak.   Alleluia! 
 

Gospel – Luke 24:13-35 
We follow the dialogue of the disciples on their way to Emmaus 
and how the stranger in their midst interprets the scriptures to the 
extent that their hearts are burning within them. 
 

Next week’s readings: 1st reading  Acts 2:14. 36-41 
   2nd reading 1 Peter 2:20-25 
   Gospel  John 10:1-10 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 

We pray for Pope Francis and theCollege 
of Bishops that they may continue to call 
people in the midst of their daily lives, and 
invite them to do wonderful things in your 
name. 
 

We pray for those who have been affected 
by coronavirus, through illness or isolation 
or anxiety, that they may find relief and 
recovery. May they be protected by your 
love and compassion. 
 

We pray for our medical staff, researches, 
police, emergency service workers and 
those in retail, protect and keep them safe. 
 
We pray our armed forces. Watch over 
them, while they protect the interests of 
this great country, and may they always 
concern themselves with the welfare of the 
weak and the vulnerable. 
 

We pray for each one of us here who have 
shared fully in the Easter sacraments. May 
we continue to grow in the life of the Spirit 
and recognise Jesus in the breaking of the 
bread. 
 

We remember with compassion our family 
and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently Faye Duffus 
and those whose anniversaries occur 
about this time Terence Rahill, Tess 
Hassett, Robert Brasher, Mick Sibun, 
Mervyn Twentyman, Margaret McNally. 
 
 Collections : Apr 18/19, 2020 

 

1st Collection: $ 
2nd Collection: $ 

Online per week (Mar): $570 
 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

 
Sat   25 
Sun  26 
Sat     3 
Sun  10 
 

READERS 
Geraldine C 
Ann & Janet 

Ann M 
Gerry & Randy 

E.M.E 
  

Merlyn & Sue 
        

Sue & Carmel 

HOSPITALITY 
 

Frank & Mavis 
 

Donovan Family 

 FLOWERS 
Doris 

 
Ann & Priska 

 
 


