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‘If they will not listen either to 
Moses or to the prophets, they 
will not be convinced even if 
someone should rise from the 

dead.’ (Lk 16:31)

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
The principal thing to bring to light in regard to the parable of the rich man in this Sunday’s Gospel is his 
contemporary relevance. At the global level the two characters are the two hemispheres: The rich man 
represents the northern hemisphere (western Europe, America, Japan) and the poor man, Lazarus, with a 
few exceptions, represents the southern hemisphere. Two characters, two worlds: the first world and the 
Third World. Two demographically and geographically unequal worlds: The one that we call the Third World 
in fact represents two-thirds of the world. This is a usage that is beginning to take hold. The third world is 
beginning to be called the “two-thirds world.”
The same contrast between the rich man and Lazarus exists also within both worlds. The rich live side by 
side with the poor Lazaruses in the third world — and the solitary luxury that exists in these countries 
stands out all the more in the midst of the miserable majority — and there are the poor Lazaruses who 
live side by side with the rich in the first world. Some persons in the entertainment business, in sports, 
finance, industry, and commerce have contracts worth millions, and all of this is in the sight of millions of 
people who, with their meagre wages or unemployment subsidy, do not know how they are going to be 
able to pay the rent or pay for medicine and education for their children.
The most detestable thing in the story that Jesus tells is the rich man’s ostentation, the way he makes a 
show of his wealth with no consideration for the poor man. His life of luxury is manifested in two areas, in 
dining and in clothing: The rich man feasted sumptuously and dressed in purple garments and fine linen, 
which in those days was the vesture of kings. The contrast is not only between a person who stuffs himself 
with food and a person who dies of hunger but also between one who changes his clothes every day and 
one who does not own a thread.
Here in Italy there was once a piece of clothing presented at a fashion show that was made of gold coins 
and cost over a billion lira. We have to say this without hesitation: The global success of Italian fashion and 
the business it has created have gone to our heads. We do not care about anything anymore. Everything 
that is done in the fashion sector, even the most obvious excesses, enjoys special treatment. Fashion shows 
that sometimes fill television news so much that other more important news is put aside, bring to mind 
the scenes in the parable of the rich man.
But so far we have not touched on anything new. What is novel and unique in this evangelical 
denouncement has to do with the perspective from which the events are seen. Everything in the parable is 
seen retrospectively from the epilogue to the story: “When the poor man died, he was carried away by 
angels to the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried.” If we put this story on the 
screen we could very well begin with this ending beyond the grave and then return to the previous events 
in a kind of “flashback.”
Many similar denouncements of wealth and luxury have been made over the centuries but today they 
sound rhetorical and resentful or pietistic and anachronistic. But Jesus’ denouncement, after 2,000 years, 
retains intact its explosive power. Jesus does not belong to either party in this matter but is one who is 
above rich and poor and is concerned with both — and perhaps more with the rich since the poor are 
less in danger!
The parable of the rich man is not motivated by any resentment toward the wealthy, by a desire to take 
their place, as are many human denouncements, but by a sincere concern for their salvation. God wants to 
save the rich from their wealth.  

Fr Raniero Cantalamessa

COMING UP

Bible Study  
Fri 4th Oct, 

3:30pm

Mass for 
Young Adults 
Wed 17th Nov, 

7pm

Spring Ball  
Sat 23rd Nov, 

7pm



CATECHISM CORNER

The Stages of Revelation (n. 64)

Through the prophets, God forms his people in the 
hope of salvation, in the expectation of a new and 
everlasting Covenant intended for all, to be written 
on their hearts. The prophets proclaim a radical 
redemption of the People of God, purification from 
all their infidelities, a salvation which will include all 
the nations. Above all, the poor and humble of the 
Lord will bear this hope. Such holy women as 
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, Miriam, Deborah, Hannah, 
Judith and Esther kept alive the hope of Israel's 
salvation. The purest figure among them is Mary.

BIBLE STUDIES 
GROUP  

Friday’s 3:30pm in the hall. We 
will be going through the 

Gospel of John. All materials, 
including readings, will be 

provided.
‘If you can’t feed

a hundred people,
then feed just one.’

- St Teresa of Calcutta

YMG National Conference
12th Oct, at Caroline Springs VIC

The Young Men of God group is 
holding a one-day conference   for 
men to learn more about and ignite 
their faith. Guest keynote speaker 
will be Tim Staples from Catholic 
Answers. Register here: https://
www.trybooking.com/book/event?
eid=532596&

CAROLINE CHISHOLM BOOK LAUNCH

Saturday 5th October, 1:30-3:30pm
The Boathouse, Maribyrnong River

Melinda Reist will launch the book Caroline Chisholm 
Society: Our Story So Far.  Melinda is an author, 
speaker, media commentator, blogger and advocate 
for young people. She is best known for her work 
addressing sexualisation, objectification, harms of 
pornography, sexual exploitation, trafficking and 
violence against women.  
www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=544254&

Saturday 12th October, 1pm
Treasury Garden, East Melbourne



FEAST OF THE WEEK 

St Therese of Lisieux - 1st October  
Saint Therese was a French Discalced Carmelite nun. She is fondly known as ‘The 
Little Flower of Jesus’, or simply ‘The Little Flower’. Therese died when she was 
24 from tuberculosis, after having lived as a cloistered nun for less than 10 years. 
She never went on missions, never founded a religious order, never wrote 
theological treatises, never performed ‘great’ works. The only book of hers, 
published after her death, was an brief edited version of her journal called Story 
of a Soul. But within 28 years of her death, the public demand was so great that 
she was canonised a saint. Paradoxically, it is because of her ‘little’ and simple way 
of life, filled with extraordinary love and devotion, that she is widely considered 
to be one of the most powerful Catholics in the 19th century. Together with St 
Francis of Assisi, she is indisputably one of the most influential saints in the 
history of the Church.

A Great Chasm
The rich and powerful are visited with woe and exile in 
today’s Liturgy—not for their wealth but for their refusal to 
share it; not for their power but for their indifference to the 
suffering at their door.

The complacent leaders in today’s First Reading feast on fine 
foods and wines, reveling while the house of Joseph, the 
kingdom of Israel (see Amos 5:6), collapses around them.

The rich man in today’s Gospel also lives like a king—dressed 
in royal purple and fine linen (see 1 Maccabees 8:14).

The rich man symbolises Israel’s failure to keep the Old 
Covenant, to heed the commandments of Moses and the 
prophets. This is the sin of the rulers in today’s First Reading. 
Born to the nation God favoured first, they could claim 
Abraham as their father. But for their failure to give—their 
inheritance is taken away.

The rulers are exiled from their homeland. The rich man is 
punished with an exile far greater—eternity with a “great 
chasm” fixed between himself and God.

In this world, the rich and powerful make a name for 
themselves (see Genesis 11:4) and dine sumptuously, while 
the poor remain anonymous, refused an invitation to their 
feasts.

But notice that the Lord today knows Lazarus by name, and 
Joseph in his sufferings—while the leaders and the rich man 
have no name.

Today’s liturgy is a call to repentance—to heed the warning 
of One who was raised from the dead. To lay hold of the 
eternal life He promises, we must pursue righteousness, keep 
the commandment of love, as Paul exhorts in today’s Epistle.

“The Lord loves the just,” we sing in today’s Psalm.

And in this Eucharist we have a foretaste of the love that will 
be ours in the next life—when He will raise the lowly to the 
heavenly banquet with Abraham and the prophets (see Luke 
13:28), where we too will rest our heads on the bosom of 
our Lord (see John 13:23).

Scott Hahn

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

The Confirmation Mass will take place on  
Sunday 24th November, 10am.

For more information about preparation dates for 
the Sacrament, please email the parish  

stspeterandpauls@gmail.com



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Celestina Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser,  Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard Lodge.

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon: All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have 
done with true judgement, for we have sinned against you and not 
obeyed your commandments. But give glory to your name and deal 
with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

1st Reading – Amos 6:1. 4-7  
Amos condemns those who thoughtlessly enjoy their wealth while 
others are in desperate need. Even the very expressions of luxury he 
uses are similar to what is so common today.

Responsorial Psalm 
Praise the Lord, my soul. 

It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is He who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord, who set prisoners 
free.

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the Lord who loves the just, the Lord, who protects the stranger.

He upholds the widow and orphan. but thwarts the path of the 
wicked.
The Lord will reign forever, Zion’s God, from age to age.

Praise the Lord, my soul. 

2nd Reading – 1 Timothy 6:11-16 
As Christians we should strive to remain faithful to living out the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Once again St. Paul urges Timothy to imitate 
Christ by Standing firm in the gospel and concludes with a hymn to 
Christ.

Alleluia, alleluia, Jesus Christ was rich but He become poor, to make 
you rich out of His poverty.    Alleluia!

Gospel – Luke 16:19-31 
The story of a rich man who didn’t notice the desperate plight of 
Lazarus, a poor man.

Next week’s readings: 1st  Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4 
                                    2nd  Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14 
              Gospel  Luke 17:5-10

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his 
bishops, and clergy that as pastors of the 
Church they may work towards the 
spiritual maturity of the people leading to 
eternal life.
 
Lord, we pray for the Church that through 
its structures and welfare schemes it may 
work towards the eradication of poverty 
and disease.
 
Lord, we pray for all of us present in this 
community that as we pursue our own 
dreams for a better life, we may not lose 
sight of the ultimate goal of our lives 
which is union with Christ.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this time 
Maureen & Bill Wiess, Marion Moore, 
Paddy Bedford, Lorraine Cooney, Ella 
Hirsch, Nell Hindle, Mary Heffernan, Fr Vin 
Curran, Les Hadfield, Betty Murphy, Joan 
Jenkin, Matilda Gomez. 

Collections: Sept 21/22, 2019 

1st Collection: $1271
2nd Collection: $723 

Online per week (Aug): $340 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 28
Sun 29
Sat 05 
Sun 06

READERS
Angela

 Natalie & Mavis
Janet

Rick & Olwen

E.M.E 

   Rick & Teresa

  Teresa & Geraldine 

HOSPITALITY 

Colin & Geraldine
      

Andy & Geraldine 

FLOWERS
Vinolia & Doris

Ann & Priska


