
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

8th March 2020 

 
The Second Sunday of Lent A 

 

Listen to Him 
 

Today’s Gospel portrays Jesus as a new and greater Moses. 
 
Moses also took three companions up a mountain and on the seventh day was 
overshadowed by the shining cloud of God’s presence. He too spoke with God and 
his face and clothing were made radiant in the encounter (see Exodus 24, 34). 
 
But in today’s Lenten Liturgy, the Church wants us to look back past Moses. Indeed, 
we are asked to contemplate what today’s Epistle calls God’s “design. .  from before 
time began.” 
 

With His promises to Abram in today’s First Reading, God formed the people through 
whom He would reveal himself and bestow His blessings on all humanity. 
 
He later elevated these promises to eternal covenants and changed Abram’s name 
to Abraham, promising that he would be father of a host of nations (see Genesis 
17:5). In remembrance of His covenant with Abraham He raised up Moses (see 
Exodus 2:24; 3:8), and later swore an everlasting kingdom to David’s sons (see 
Jeremiah 33:26). 
 
In Jesus’ transfiguration today, He is revealed as the One through whom God fulfills 
His divine plan from of old. 
 
Not only a new Moses, Jesus is also the “beloved son” promised to Abraham and 
again to David (see Genesis 22:15–18; Psalm 2:7; Matthew 1:1). 
 
Moses foretold a prophet like him to whom Israel would listen (see Deuteronomy 
18:15, 18) and Isaiah foretold an anointed servant in whom God would be well-
pleased (see Isaiah 42:1). Jesus is this prophet and this servant, as the Voice on the 
mountain tells us today. 
 
By faith we have been made children of the covenant with Abraham (see Galatians 
3:7–9; Acts 3:25). He calls us, too, to a holy life, to follow His Son to the heavenly 
homeland He has promised. We know, as we sing in today’s Psalm, that we who 
hope in Him will be delivered from death. 
 

So like our father in faith, we go forth as the Lord directs us: “Listen to Him!” 
 

Scott Hahn 
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Lenten reflection – week 2 
(Diocese of Wollongong – Grace Lenten Program 2020) 

 
 
 
It is wonderful for us to be here.     Sr. Anastasia Reeves, OP. 
 
As we go to Mass each Sunday, are these the words that come to mind: “Lord, it is wonderful for us to be 
here?” Certainly, they are fitting, but have we made them our own? Are we truly hope-filled in the presence 
of Christ in the Eucharist? 
 
Perhaps instead, we are preoccupied by ill health or family problems, financial worries or fear about the 
future. We might look around and think, “Why are there so few people here?” or “When I was younger this 
church was full?” perhaps we are disheartened by the failings of the Church interiorly and the attacks against 
Christian belief and religious freedom from outside. We might wonder what will become of or word, our 
nation, our local community and our families. 
 
During Lent you might like to go to Mass an extra day during the week as an act of hope. By doing so, we 
proclaim, “I have an eternal destiny. I am loved by the God who created all things from nothing, and nothing 
but my own resistance can get between his love and me. 
 
Let us then come to Mass confident that, despite appearance, it really is wonderful to be here. 
 
Personal reflection for the week ahead. 
 

 The voices in our life can fill our minds and hearts with hope or despair. In this coming week, consider 
making space to consciously listen to what you are hearing daily and reflect on whether it is filling 
you up or draining you of hope. 

 Create a list of words and phrases that describe Jesus to you. Each day, as you reflect on the daily 
readings in this program, make an addition to the list. Who is Jesus to you? 
 

 
Daily reflection: 
 
Monday:  Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate.  
  Jesus, show us the Father, and that will be enough, Amen 
               
Tuesday  Learn to do good, search for justice, help the oppressed, be just to the orphan, plead for the 

widow. Father, lead us to a place of true love, care and service for our brother and sisters.   
Amen 

 
Wednesday No; anyone who wants to be great among you must be your servant, and anyone who wants 

to be first among you must be your slave. 
  You teach us what inner strength looks like in loving us, despite our own failings. 

Help us to accept the grace of such Divine Love and help us to extend it to other in the same 
spirit that it was offered.   Amen 

 
Thursday No worries in a year of drought. 
  Lord, amidst the dryness of life, allow me to thrust my roots into the waters of your grace.    
   Amen 
 
Friday  The kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 
  Jesus, when we are tempted to selfish behaviors, grant us your grace to follow you and bear  
  fruit for others in our living and loving.   
  Amen 
 
Saturday You are always with me and all have is yours. 

Lord Jesus, please open my heart to everyone who is seeking you, whether they know it or 
not.  Amen 

 



 

  

 

 
Craft Group 

 
Please note change of date for the Craft’s 
group Mother’s Day stall, it will be now held 
directly after the 10am Mass on Sunday April 
19th instead of Sunday April 26th. 
 

 
FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

St Frances of Rome 
8th March 
 
She was born in Rome in 1384 and was married at the age of 13. Although 
she had wanted to be a nun, she was happily married for 40 years and had 
three sons. She distributed gifts to the poor and ministered to the sick. She 
was remarkable for her humility and detachment, her obedience and 
patience in adversity (including her husband’s banishment, the death of two 
of her sons from plague, and the loss of all her property). She was a mystic 
and contemplative, part of the great flourishing of mysticism in that period, 
and after her husband’s death she retired to a convent she had founded, 
where she died on 9 March 1440 

 

Easter Cards are now available for 
purchase from Aid to the Church in Need. 
Each packet contains 12 Easter cards and 
envelopes. Prices: First packet $23 
(includes postage). Extra packets $15 each. 
The Easter cards feature the religious 
paintings of Swiss artist, Bradi Barth and 
include a Bible verse inside. Proceeds 
raised go toward ACN projects that support 
the Church where she is unable to support 
herself.  
Order over the phone: 1800 101 201 or 
online:  
www.aidtochurch.org. 
 

 

St Patrick’s Cathedral Music for Organ & Trumpet 
 
It will be a very special evening featuring works of J S Bach, 
Buxtehude and Petr Eben. 
 
Jennifer Chou is Organist and Director of Music at Toorak 
Uniting Church in Melbourne, Australia. She has firmly 
established herself as a recitalist within Australia and 
internationally. Jennifer has appeared as solo recitalist in 
venues including Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, 
Westminster Abbey in London, Magdeburg Cathedral, Hong 
Kong Cultural Centre. 
 
Bruno Siketa has performed as guest principal trumpet in The 
Queensland Orchestra,and Melbourne and Adelaide 
Symphony Orchestras. He has worked in the Melbourne 
Symphony’s education programs including the MSO  
 
This concert inventively combines the colourful sounds of 
trumpet and organ throughout the program. Beginning with 
one of Bach’s most profound organ works, Prelude and Fugue 
in B Minor, the program includes the pictorial work ‘Okna’ 
(Windows) for trumpet and organ, inspired by the dramatic 
stained glass windows by Marc Chagall in the Hadassah 
Medical Centre in Jerusalem. 
 
Friday 3 April 2020 6pm – 7pm  
Tickets $25.00, no concessions, Children under 15 free. 
 
For the Full Program and Bookings visit: 
www.trybooking.com/BGPWW                                                                



 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill: Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, 
Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, 
Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, Jeff 
Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser,  Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard, Miles Bunteski, Colin 
Crawford, Frank O’Connor, Maria Cimino. 
 

 

2nd week of Lent- Year A.                 
 
 
Entrance Antiphon: Of you my heart has spoken. Seek his face. It is 
your face, O Lord, that I seek; hide not your face from me. 
 

1st Reading – Genesis 12:1-4 
We hear the call of Abram whose name was changed to Abraham. We 
recognise in him our Father in faith and the model to follow in 
responding to God’s word. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
 

The word of the Lord is faithful and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right and fills the earth with his love. 
The Lord looks on those who revere him, on those who hope in his 
love, 
To rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine. 
 

Our soul is waiting for the Lord. The Lord is our help and our shield. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you. 
 

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
 

2nd Reading – 2 Timothy 1:8-10 
We hear St. Paul’s words that God’s grace has already been granted to 
us in Christ. Now we are called to respond to our baptism and be ready 
to “…..bear the hardships for the sake of the Good News…”  relying on 
God. 
 

Acclamation:         Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: this is my beloved 
Son, hear Him.        Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Gospel – Matthew 17:1-9 
We hear the manifestation of Jesus as the Messiah, when in His 
transfiguration the disciples hear the words similar at His baptism, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved; He enjoys my favour….” We are invited to 
listen to Him. 
 

Next week’s readings: 1s   Exodus 17:3-7 
    2nd  Romans 5:1-2. 5-8 
    Gospel  John 4:5-42 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 
We pray for all those searching for the 
light of truth. May they rejoice in the 
experience of finding God’s presence 
and be confident in their response to 
God’s call. 
 

We pray for our parish community. May 
we always be conscious to bear 
witness to the Good news of the 
Gospel and reflect that in our outreach 
and love, 
 

We pray for those who have contacted 
Corona virus and for those who lost 
their lives to it and may their families 
and friends feel God’s love and 
compassion.  
 

We remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone 
before us. Hold them in your keeping, 
especially those who have died 
recently and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time 
Thelma Thompson, Teresa McAuley 
Jane O’Kearney, Anne Preston, Marie 
Morganti, Robert Devlin, Anne 
Sudano, Elizabeth Heverin, Cheryl 
Taylor, Kath O’Brien, Wade Solomans, 
Nancy Danaher.  
 

Collections : Feb 29/Mar 1, 2020 
 

1st Collection: $1049 
2nd Collection: $799.5 

Online per week (Jan): $390 
 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and 
the 2nd collection goes to the running 

costs of the Parish. 
 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466 

 
Sat     7 
Sun    8 
Sat   15 
Sun  16 
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Geraldine C 

Mario & Gerry 
Ann M 

Michele & Natalie 

E.M.E 
  

Merlyn & Sue 
        

Sue & Carmel 
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Donovan Family 
 

 Frank & Mavis 

 
 

FLOWERS 
Doris 

 
Gerarldine & Sue 

 
 


